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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


“ THE POSSIBILITY Of a very serious delay in the opera- 
tion of the Council’s housing programme by reason of 
staffing difficulties in the Council Architect’s Depart- 
ment” is referred to in a report made to Bermondsey 
Borough Council by its Finance Committee, which 
goes on to make charges against private architects of 
recruiting architectural assistants by offering higher 
salaries whose cost “‘ falls upon the client or the local 
authority employing the private architect.”” Editorial 
comment is on this page and the report in question 
on page 

Sin GEORGE Burt has retired from the chairmanship 
of the Building Research Board. 


Tue British ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE closed at 
Nottingham on Saturday. Important papers on two 
aspects of housing were read by Mr. J. H. Forshaw and 
Mr. Cecil Howitt, while the President of the R.I.B.A. 
made the announcement that the University of 
Nottingham propose an architectural competition— 
conditions of which will be announced in September— 
for designs for a Women’s Hall of Residence in 
Highfields Park. . 


St. LuKe’s CHURCH, COWLEY, OXFORD, which gained 
for its authors (Messrs. H. S. Rogers and J. M. Surman) 
the R.I.B.A. Architecture Medal for the Berks, Bucks, 
and Oxon Society’s area, is illustrated. 


THe FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN authorities are to turn part 
of Battersea Park into,a Festival pleasure ground at an 
estimated capital outlay of £500,000. No architects 
have as yet been appointed. 


PROPOSALS FOR EXTENSIVE ADDITIONS to London’s 
railway system, estimated to cost £114 million,- with 
another £100 million for electrification and improve- 
ments of existing surface lines, are made in a Working 
Party report to the Minister of Transport. Four new 
tubes totalling 494 miles are envisaged, and this part 
of the project is placed in the “ first priority ’’ category. 
The removal of Blackfriars railway bridge and the 
surface viaducts to Holborn (including the bridge over 
Ludgate-hill) is envisaged, but “* the removal of Charing 
Cross and Cannon-street railway bridges would not be 
justified.” 

INCREASED Costs of repairs, maintenance and manage- 
ment are noted in a Ministry of Health circular, but 
tender prices for houses “‘ have remained steady for 
some months, and there are grounds for believing that 
they will tend to decline.” 


MonDaAyY’s DEBATE in the Commons on Housing is 
feported under “‘ In Parliament.” 


Tae MINISTRY OF HEALTH has issued two memoranda 















on economy in the use of cement. Two appendices set 
out (1) recommended standards of construction for the 
component parts of a house, and (2) information on 
quality control. 
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INCORPORATING 
* ARCHITECTURE ” and “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


DESIGN AND COST OF HOUSING 


THE British Architects’ Conference, which met last 

week in Nottingham and thus shared in the Quincen- 
tenary celebrations of the granting of the Charter to this 
ancient city, had the privilege of hearing two splendid 
papers on different aspects of the subject of housing. 
Mr. Forshaw’s dealt with housing as a social service, and 
his paper is full of thought-provoking ideas. In general, 
he was pleading for the creation of balanced comm nities, 
villages or residential neighbourhoods, but he sees the need 
for something less than a conglomeration of dwellings yet 
more than the single house or flat—some unit which may 
easily be recognisable by every householder. Mr. Forshaw 
calls this unit the “‘ house group,” and states that “ in size 
and character it will cover as varied a selection of entities 
as the Royal Crescent at Bath, a minor London square or 
one of the nameless greens at Roehampton.” This plan to 
bring human scale into housing is all to the good. 

Implicit in all Mr. Forshaw’s remarks and in the slides 
of housing which he showed was the belief that the architect’s 
training as planner and landscaper must be brought in on 
all housing programmes. No one looking at the average 
local authority housing scheme could deny the vast improve- 
ment in quality of design and siting over pre-war. Why, 
it may be asked, does not the Minister of Health, with this 
evidence before him, secure Parliament’s approval to an 
enactment that all plans for housing laid before local 
authorities for approval must be signed and have been 
prepared by registered architects ? It would not be impos- 
sible to incorporate such a provision in the Housing 
Bill now before Parliament. We hope that Mr. Bevan may 
move in this direction. 

Another matter to which the Minister should give con- 
sideration was contained in Mr. Howitt’s paper, read on 
Friday. In particular, the analysis of cost of housing is 
of interest. It is probable that the solution of the problem 
of reducing costs is to be found in many directions, all of 
which could make a small contribution, large in the aggre- 
gate, but the biggest single factor lies in the advice Mr. 
Howitt gives to “‘ bring in more free competition to keep 
down and reduce house costs. Let us, if at all possible, 
be given more freedom from control of materials on 
licence.” Both the papers referred to are summarised in 
this issue, and deserve the closest study. 


STAFFING DIFFICULTIES 


by "THE dearth of technical assistants is widespread. 
‘ This, in turn, puts private practice in a much 
stronger position inasmuch as private architects, by offering 
larger salaries, are recruiting their architectural assistants 
from, and to the detriment of, local authorities, the extra 
labour costs falling, not upon the private architect who 
engages them, but upon the client or local authority employ- 
ing the private architect.”’ 
This highly misleading statement occurs in a report* of 
the Finan, e Committee of the Bermondsey Borough Council 


’ in connection with proposals to overcome staffing difficulties 


in the Council Architect’s Department. As an important 
step in policy will presumably be influenced by this report, 
which has obviously been framed for this purpose, the 





* See page 33. 
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seriousness of such a false statement in its influence upon 
the laymen who are to determine-that policy is at. once 
apparent. Unless a Council of laymen is fed with correct 
facts and technical information by its technical advisers, it 
cannot arrive at proper decisions. 

Now it must be clear to any qualified architect who has 
passed his qualifying examination in Professional Practice, 
that the fees of an architect, except in a few unusual circum- 
stances, are inclusive fees embracing full services -as laid 
down in the appropriate scale, and that in return for these 
fees the architect is required not only to render those 
services, but to maintain the staff and premises he needs 
to carry them through, whether in fact he works without 
assistants, or employs a staff of twenty or thirty, or whether 
he pays his assistants three or twenty pounds a week. 
How, then, does this false statement appear in an important 
report? It can hardly have slipped through inadvert- 
ently, since it represents one of the main arguments of the 
case put forward. It can hardly be written in ignorance 
under advice from a Department administered by a qualified 
architect. If it has been written without such advice, the 
mistake should be at once remedied in the clearest and most 
public manner possible. and we have no doubt that the 
matter will be taken up strongly by the Institute. 

There are, of course, other matters in the report to which 
exception must be taken. The first is the comparison that 
is made between the total salary cost proposed for the 
department, and the scale fees of an architect, with the clear 
statement that the latter would be very considerably more. 
In the first place it is impossible to compare one with the 
other without some assessment of the amount of work to 
be carried out in a given time. In the second place, no 
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attempt is made to estimate the cost to an authority of 
premises for staff, lighting, heating, stationery, clerical 
expensé3, etc., all of which the private architect must supply 
out of his scale fees... The casé has thus been put on at 
least one false premise, and otherwise in a thoroughly 
tendencious manner, and upon such a document laymen 
will be asked to arrive at sound conclusions and determine 
policy. 

The recommendations made for the purpose of attracting 
staff include certain changes of designations, designed 
apparently to produce increases in the scale of salaries, 
and the engagement of a staff of ten in place of a present 
staff of six. The increased cost of upgrading is estimated to 
be from £300 to £500 per year, assuming a full staff 
complement. 

We do not propose to enter once more upon the old 
argument as to whether public works can be carried out 
more economically by private or by official architects, as 
our views upon this question are well known. We believe 
that there is a place and a purpose for both forms of archi- 
tectural practice, and that they are complementary and 
should not be competitive. But we are concerned that 
when the inevitable borderline case arises where an authority 
has to determine its policy as to whether it is to expand an 
architectural department or reinforce it by the greater 
flexibility of a private practice, the facts of the case should be 
clearly and dispassionately stated, and a considered decision 
arrived at only upon those facts. 

It is for this reason that we take the strongest exception to 
the way in which this matter has been presented, and mis- 
represented, and in no way in any spirit antagonistic to 
departmental architecture. 


NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY SITE, FROM THE. AIR.- A report of the British Architects’ Conference begins 
on page 34. The Senate House (centre) was the setting for the Conference dinner. 





NOTES anp NEWS 


Sowing the Seeds. 

E recent talk. by: Mr. J. L. Martin 
on the B.B.C. about the Bauhaus 
must have revealed to many listeners for 
the first time the basic principles and 
aims of this now famous technical school. 

As Mr. Martin pointed out, on fre- 
quent occasions the question has been 
raised aS to whether a school of the 
Bauhaus type could be started in Eng- 
Professor Gropius, its founder, 
would probably agree that an experiment 
such as he made in the early twenties 
could hardly be repeated with success to- 
day. It was expressive of the aspirations 
and ideas of a group of artists and crafts- 
men at that particular time. 
now is to develop by our own inspiration 
and in our own time the teaching of 
Gropius and his associates. 

To be truthful there was nothing par- 
ticularly new in the Bauhaus message. 
It was merely a reiteration of the crafts- 
man’s viewpoint in modern terms. 
“reproduction period” 
and design expressive of the 
machine age appeared both logical and 
necessary. So it was that the new world 
of modern design developed. To many 
people this world is still a poor substi- 
tute for the infinite variety of the past; 
but to attempt to ignore the march of time 
is a mistaken policy; to take part in its 
progress is admirable. 

The march of time can be witnessed 
when the early Bauhaus work is com- 
ared with that of to-day. The rather 
orbidding functionalism of the twenties 
has passed and something more human- 
istic and vital has taken its place. All 
periods of architecture, however, have 
small beginnings and in the early twen- 
ties many seeds were sown which have 
flowered into impressive dimensions. 


Housing Delays, Bermondsey. 

THE Finance Committee of Bermond- 
sey Borough Council draws attention “ to 
the possibility of a very serious delay in 
the operation of the Council’s housing 
programme by reason of staffing difficul- 
ties in the Council Architect’s Depart- 
The Council recognise a_tech- 
nical establishment of 12, but this com- 
plement, it is stated, has never been 
reached and the present strength (includ- 
ing the Borough Architect) is six. The 
Committee adds : “ Whilst at the moment 
this depletion is not actually holding up 
the building programme it is manifestly 
patent that as other sites become avail- 
able—as they are shortly becoming avail- 
able—the shortage of architectural assist- 
ants will have very serious effects on 
housing programmes. 
made to recruit staff through every pos- 
sible channel, but to no avail. This, in 
turn, puts private practice in a much 
Stronger position, inasmuch as p 
architects, by offering larger salaries, are 
their architectural assistants 

, and to the detriment of, local 
authorities, the extra cost falling, not up- 
on the private architect who engages 

but upon the client or the local 
authority employing the private architect. 
... It is apparent that the only way, 
therefore, that the Council can attract 
the services of architectural assistants is 
by’paying a rate of remuneration that is 
related to the present-day market value 
of this type of professional labour.” The 
Building’ Manager’s Department is simi- 
larly handicapped, it is stated, by the lack 
of a qualified estimator. 
Borough Council is recommended 
ee to the regrading of ten desig- 
osts at increased salary scales. 


Efforts have been 
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The Royal Albert Hall. 

Many. problems confront the Corpora- 
tion of the Royal Albert Hall, now nearly 
80 years old. Apart from the necessary 
improvements that are being carried out, 
such as a new heating installation, a ven- 
tilating system, and in particular, the re- 
construction of the inner dome, the coun- 
cil of the Corporation would like also 
to renew the seats of the hall, to improve 
the lighting of the corridors, to replace 
some 300 doors, to reconstruct the main 
entrance, and to carry out many other 
improvements for which it is quite un- 
likely that licences would be granted. 
Nor is the money available for so exten- 
sive a programme of improvements; for it 
is anticipated that the work already in 
hand will absorb the next 10 or 15 years’ 
income of the Corporation. 

The work on the inner dome, for which 
a licence has been granted because it is 
a matter of public safety, will, it is hoped, 
be completed by the summer of this year 
and the velarium removed. The fluted 
ceiling thus exposed will be of aluminium, 
instead of glass, comprising a main frame 
and two skins, the lower perforated and 
backed with rock wool. It is expected 
that the new dome will provide much 
more efficient heat insulation and sound 
absorption than the former glass dome. 
The cost of reconstruction has amounted 
to about £45,000. 


Building Research Board Chairman. 

Mr. W. K. WALLAcE, C.B.E., M.LC.E., 
has been appointed Chairman of the 
Building Research Board in succession to 
Sir George Burt, M.I-C.E. Mr. Wallace 
was appointed to the Board in 1940. Until 
his recent retirement he was Chief Civil 
Engineer to British Railways (London 
Midland Region). 


Town Planning Institute President. 

AT the first meeting of the newly 
elected Council of the Town Planning 
Institute held on June 24, Sir 
George Pepler, C.B., P-P.T.P.I., F.R.LCS., 
Hon. A.R.L.B.A., was elected President 
for the year 1949-50, and will take office 
in November next on the expiration of 
the term of office of Mr. James W. R. 
Adams. This is the first time a Past- 
President of the Institute has been elected 
President a second time. Sir George was 
previously President in 1919-20. 


City Garden of Remembrance. 

THE Court of Common Council of the 
City of London, on June 30, adopted the 
report of the Improvements and Town 
Planning Committee which recommended 
that the Corporation should co-operate 
with the Advisory Council of the Festival 
of Britain in laying out a site to the east 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral as a garden of 
remembrance and to erect a temporary 
building there to house an exhibition 
illustrating the history of the City. 


To Visit South Africa. 

Mr. ANTHONY M. Cuitty, F.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.L., has accepted the invitation of 
the Students Representative Council of 
the University of the Witwatersrand, to 
be their guest this summer. He will lec- 
ture and take part in the life of the’ 
Faculty. 


N.F.B.T.E. Half-Yearly Meeting. 

THE half-yearly general meeting of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, will take place this year on 
July 13 and 14 at Brighton. 

A full and varied programme of social 
events has been arranged including an 
official luncheon given by the Southern 
Counties Regional Federation in the Corn 
Exchange on the first day. Mr. W. 





33 


Keith Martin, the Southern Counties 
President, will take the. chair. . In. th: 
evening the Mayor of Brighton will be 
giving a reception and dance in the Royal 
Pavilion. 

On the final evening there will be a 
buffet dance and cabaret at the Grand 
Hotel. Sporting events will include a 
bowls competition and a golf tourna- 
ment. ; 

During the proceedings a presentation 
wil be made by the N.F.B.T.E. to its im- 
mediate past-president, Mr Frank Slee- 
man, F.I.0.B., and to Mrs. Sleeman. 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. BLACKBURNE. NORBURN AND PARTNERS, 
FF/L R.1.B.A., Nairobi, and Dar-es-Salaam, 
have now opened an office at P.O. Private Bag, 
Kampala, Uganda. and would be pleased to 
receive trade catalogues and announcements. 

Messrs. D. M. Doig & Smita and Mr. Henry 
J. Crone are combining their practices at 
prcetat carried on from 164, Bath-st. and 23, 

lythswood-sq., Glasgow; respectively, and 
from July 1 the firm has been styled D. M. 
Doig, Crone & Smith, F.AA.R.I.CS., chartered 
surveyors, practising from 164, Bath-st., Glas- 
gow, C2 (Tel.: Douglas 6265.5 

FROM “ THE BUILDER ” OF 1849 

Saturday, July 7, 1849. 


BENT TIMBER FOR ROOFING.—I observe 
that in your journal of the 23rd of May, 
Mr. Johr Hay, of Liverpool, has inserted 
a letter, the purport of which is to claim 
the merit of the application of bent 
planks for roofing purposes. _ His letter 
is a singular instance of forgetfulness... . 
To proceed to the use of such ribs in 
roofing did not require a great stretch of 
imagination. Such as was necessary wis, 
however, made firstly by the foreman of 
the Rouen station, Mr. John Milroy. He 
made a model of a rib roof to cover the 
large shed of the station, building up the 
ribs with bent planks. Mr. Milroy’s 
model was made in the spring; Mr. Hay’s 
designs were made in the winter follow- 
ing. Mr. Tite . executed a very 
beautiful roof over the Rue Verte station 
of the Rouen and Havre line with the 
main ribs of bent planks.—From a letter 
signed “ Geo. R. Burnell, Paris.” 


COMING EVENTS 


Monday, July 11. 

RoyaL Society oF Arts.—Albert Medal 
presentation by H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth 
to Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, O.M., R.A., 
P-P.R.I.B.A. R.S.A., John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.50 p.m. 

Tuesday, July 12. 

Lonpon Society.—Talk by Mr. G. E. 
Eades, F.S.A., on “ The History of St. James’s- 
square.” Ballroom, 4, St. James’s-squatfe. 

Wednesday, July 13. 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EMPLOYERS.—Opening of two-day half-yearly 
meeting. Royal Pavilion, Brighton. __ 

THe RoYAL SANITARY INsTITUTE.—Discus- 
sion on “ Health Centres’ to be opened by 
Mr. J. A. Scott, O.B.E., M.D., D.P.H., 
Deputy Medical Officer of Health to the 
L.C.C., Mr. W. J. Durnford, F.R.I.B.A., 
senior architect to the L.C.C., and Mr. A; 
Talbot Ro ers, M.B., B.S. 90, Buckingham 
Palace-road, S.W.1. 2.30 p.m. j 

THe INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—A.G.M. 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George- 
street, S.W.1. 2.30 amas 

LONDON MASTER. BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. — 
Luncheon (Central No. 1 Area). Speaker, Mr. 
E. C. Jones, M.B.E., secretary, N.F.B.T.O. 
(London Regional Council). Derry and Toras. 


1 p.m. 
Friday, July 15. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
prize giving and exhibition of the School of 
Architecture and an address by the Rt. Hon. 
C. R. Attlee, M.P., Prime Minister. 34, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 3.30 p.m. Exhibition 
continuing until July 28. 

EXHIBITION OF PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. 
Opening by Lord Morrison, Parliamentary 
Secretary, M.O.W., Blackfriars Hall, Norwich, 
2.30 p.m. (open until July 20, except Sunday, 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.). 
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COMPETITION NEWS = ARCHITECTS AT NOTTINGHAM [= 


Women’s Hostel for Nottingham 
University THE R.L.B.A. CONFERENCE 


_ A COMPETITION will shortly take place 
in the City of Nottingham for the build- THE British Architects’ Conference, which opened at Nottingham on Wednesday 
ing of a Women’s Hostel for the Uni- of last week, ended on Saturday last. A Diary of the Conference follows, 


a ao te tee “OBE. together with summarised reports of the Inaugural Address by Mr. Waterhouse, 
P-P.R.LB.A., and conditions will be pub- %4 of the two papers on Housing, read by Mr. J. H. Forshaw and Mr. Cecil Howitt, 


lished in September. Our report ends with an account of the Conference Dinner, held on Friday night in 
Rae 3 the Senate House of the University. Over 500 architects and guests took part. 
Victorian War Memorial 


The Trustees of the Victorian National : audience a little restive. Good humour 
War Memorial invite competitive designs A Conference D lary was restored by the new Director of 
for the 1939-45 War Memorial, which is zuNE 29. Towards the evening of Housing, Liverpool, who, in compliance 
to take.the form of a forecourt on the Wednesday some hundreds of British With the President’s request that speakers 
north side of the existing Shrine of architects and their wives began to con- in the discussions should preface their 
Remembrance. This condition is the out- verge on Nottingham, a city bathed in Temarks by giving name and conference 
come of a competition held in 1947 for gunshine resplendent in bunting and number, announced himself as “ Brad. 
the purpose of obtaining ideas as to the flags and obviously delighted both at bury; Lot 110.” There were few 
form the Memorial should take. reaching its quincentenary and at the questions, time being very limited, which 

The competition is open to architects ponour paid it by the visit the previous May be the reason why no one asked 
who served in H.M. Forces during the day of Princess Elizabeth and the Duke the question implicit, we should have 
1914-18 or 1939-45 wars, and who are o¢ Edinburgh. We gathered that advice thought, in the address. The question is: 
members of the R.A.LA. or R.LB.A., OF on decorations had been given by Lt.- “ Why, since the standard of architectural 
who are legally registered in Australia Comdr. Cartwright, D.S.C vice-presi- design and of siting and landscaping of 
or New Zealand. Every intending com- dent of the Notts ” Derby ‘and Lincoln housing has so obviously improved 
petitor is required to register his name in Society of Architects. and certainly the during the present Government's lifetime, 
writing with the Secretary, the Royal bunting was flown with Navy precision. does the Minister of Health not take the 
Victorian Institute of Architects, 55, One architect, to whom the news of the step of making a regulation to the effect 
Colfins-place, Melbourne, Australia, not Royal visit had not yet filtered through, that all plans for buildings submitted 


toa wna 12 noon, Monday, August I, was heard to remark with some satis- to a local authority for approval must 
: signed by qualified 


: ; faction that the Society and Corporation be prepared and 
Bo Rogge ree ~~ tet a were certainly doing the R.I.B.A. proud, architects? 
Martin, F.R.ALA. and Mr. W. Balcombe 20d indeed he turned out to be a fair _ In the afternoon the Garden Party 
Griffiths, M.C.. AR.ALA. The pre. Prophet. Only Messrs. John Player and held at Wollaton Hall. This * ing, 
miums are £1,000, £500 and £250. he Sons let the side down; their products stent. te : bs alga 08 = _s 
estimated cost of the Memorial must not @d seemingly never been heard of ir rag gper “wort Ty hans sae We 


: . > the city of their origin except by a - 
ge £90,000 exclusive of architects waiter, who slid into our hands a packet Ought to be cleared at the first possible 
j Nottingham Corporation has 


ae : - Of twenty hidden in a newspaper. moment. 
uit dy for suiting, designs ic THEI CO? Hee eS. qye oust hou and round, and has co 
be sent to the Agent-General for Victoria, hundred members of the Conference verted the former into a gp a if 
Victoria House, Melbourne-place, Strand. 288embled around 9 p.m. at the Victoria latter into a public park and a go 


aa : : : : it has retained the gardens in the 
London, W.C.2, from wh Station Hotel for an informal reception course, if nas re 
whom conditions given by the local Society, whose Presi- immediate vicinity of the Hall, and these 


ae Rema: sany Oe ebiniaed. dent, Mr. C. F. W. Haseldine, and Mrs. ate a credit to the authority and its Parks 


R.N.A.S. Designs on View Haseldine, received the guests, assisted Department. The lovely afternoon, 


y Mr. Michael Waterhouse, P.R.I.B.A., Smooth lawns and Gilbert and Sullivan » 
: *,¢ discoursed by an orchestra proved the 


for the proposed Memorial to the Royal however. for staving i fect background for strawberries and 
: : ying indoors, and many P€r 8) § 
Eke) Lecce npn fob famed ot ey eon at Seat et ME, Gaya 
be on view to the public on Jal 4 15 the evening and 0 ste the ante of the ir “ tev fo. ‘fh dr iy ole 
18, 19 and 20 re om. % s ? ); city. In view of the thirst-making day, skill at joc — our hundre a 
and on July 16 (from 9 a.m. to 12 ae 5 Ss: pence. Set roe See Sas aainaer oe " sled ane pa ti 
in the Committee Room, Imperial Wa: purely archaeological took some in the By sph ott +” a ieee 
Graves Commission, 32 Growvencr- ahection of" the Trip © ivenken,” = ° cues nae ceiean anaes were the 
gardens, London, S.W.1. June 30. There was quite the largest uests of the Lord Mayor and City 
‘ crown Zar seney Conferences p resent in ecunil at a reception and dance in the 
A Painted Wall Panel the great hall of the Boys’ High School Castle Using imagination and courage 
The Council of the Royal Society of ©” Thateday. morning: 10 Beat INO in” sheost equal proportions, a large 
Arts undertook last year to conduct reception by the Lord Mayor and Mr. marquee had been set up on the Castle 
competition for dade for ne sited = il Forshaw’s paper. Alderman William Green, with a sectional wooden floor, and 
panel, which the National Cash R iste Sharp is a considerable character and a the appearance as the guests came up the 
de de most ready speaker, and his welcome set Phi eiencananet was exciting and delight- 


Company (Manufacturing), Limited, de- : 
sired to have installed in the main en- padi _ voll all ge — x el ful. In the Castle itself were light 
trance hall of the office block of their ident Tollowed Aim with a Oriel refreshments and an interesting exhibition 


new Dundee factory. address, notable for good delivery and of work of members of the Allied Society. 
The Council announce that the asses- = — = rpavnkag 1S tO Below lay Nottingham under a crescent 
sors have made their award as follows: — SUPP € competition system by iM moon, shadowy except for the floodlit 


First Premium (£100).—Miss Anne #U8Urating a competition for a new Hall tower’ and dome of the Council House. 
Newland, Sandhayes House, Warminster, °f Residence at the University’s 370-acre 4 enaraiie evening. 
Second Premium (£75).—Mrs. Gert- Site in Highfields Park, to be assessed by “y,Jy 1. Notwithstanding the late hour 


rude H. Scales, A.R.C.A., 14, Paddens- Sir Percy Thomas. at which many had got to bed and the 
wick-road, London, W.6. Mr. Forshaw’s paper followed. This attractions of the tours, another full 

Third Premium (joint award of £25 was full of meat and of wisdom, as will house (this time at the ¥.M.C.A. Hall) 
each). — Misses Janet and Anne be seen from the report, and many must greeted Mr. Howitt, who read a paper on 


Grahame Johnstone, 50, Albert-court, have felt with us that the Ministry of © Housing: Pre-war and Post-war.” In 
Kensington Gore, London, S.W.7; and Health is fortunate indeed in having him many ways complementary to Mr. For- 
Mr. Scott Nisbet, 5, Brynmor-terrace, as Chief Architect and Housing Consul- shaw’s paper, this was a _ masterly 
Aberystwyth, Wales. : tant. His grasp of his subject made it analysis of the housing situation to-day, 

The assessors also decided to recom- all the more regrettable that many people and was remarkable in that its -author, 
mend to the company that a fourth were quite unable to hear more than while isolating the main problems, yet 
premium of £20 should be awarded to fragments of the talk, for which the found time to throw out some interesting 
Mr. Stanley R. Jones, 66, Elmdon-road, acoustics of the hall were only partly ideas on planning. The analysis of high 
Acocks Green, Birmingham 27, and to to blame. In the circumstances it was not cost of housing was instructive, and the 
this suggestion the company have agreed. surprising that question time found the author’s remedy—to bring in more free 
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competition to keep down and reduce 
housing costs—was a specific in which 
many present obviously believed. 

In the afternoon parties went by coach 
to visit places of local interest. Calverton 
Colliery, Southwell Minster and Boots’ 
Beeston factory offered an _ excellent 
choice. All were much enjoyed. Two 
parties had set out at the crack of dawn 
(if 9.45 am. may be so described) for 
Lincoln Minster and Haddon Hall 
respectively. But whatever their destina- 
tion, all the parties were back in time to 
dress for the Conference Dinner, which 
gave many their first chance of seeing 
something of the University and admir- 
ing its magnificent setting in Highfields 
Park with the lake below. The late 
Morley Horder’s buildings evoked mixed 
feelings as architecture, particularly as 
regards the detailing which is Crippsian 
in its austerity. The dinner also was 
disappointing as an_ oratorical feast, 
though nothing but praise is due to the 
chef. Only the Lord Mayor of Notting- 
ham, who was amusing; the President of 
the Allied Society, who was brief; Mr. 
T. N. Cartwright, who was witty; and the 
Vice-Chancellor, who was informative, 
emerged with enhanced reputations. 
The subject matter of the President’s 
speech, though appreciated by Sherwood 
Rangers present, seemed out-of-place, 
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while the Bishop of Southwell was quite 
inaudible. But much cheer must have 
come from the Vice-Chancellor’s remark 
that he was looking to architects to come 
forward “to follow, with originality and 
wisdom, in the steps of the late Mr. 
Morley Horder.” 


So ended the Conference, though quite 
a number of members continued their 
researches into Nottingham’s architecture 
on the following morning. Nottingham 
may not rank with some of the con- 
ferences of the past, but it is doubtful 
whether any annual gathering has had two 
papers of more valuable content, while 
the Garden Party alone would have made 
the social side memorable. The Allied 
Society, as organisers and hosts, were up 
against a difficult problem in regard to 
accommodation, for some members were 
living outside Nottingham, while the 
remainder were distributed in small 
numbers over a good many hotels. 
Nothing but credit is due to the Con- 
ference Executive Committee, its chair- 
man, Mr. Coombes, and the various sub- 
committees, not least those responsible 
for the exhibition and handbook, who 
worked hard and long for the comfort 
and benefit of the members. As usual, 
the R.I.B.A. staff, under Mr. Williams, 
gave magnificent support, and Mr. Dunn, 
the Society’s secretary, was everywhere. 





The Inaugural Meeting 


HE Inaugural Meeting was held in 

the County Boys’ School, Forest- 
road East, on the Thursday morning. 
THE PRESIDENT (Mr. Michael Water- 
house, M.C.), in returning thanks for 
the address of welcome by the Lord 
Mayor of Nottingham (Alderman William 
Sharp, J.P.), said :— 


My first duty, my Lord Mayor, is to 
thank you for your presence here this 
morning, and for the very cordial wel- 
come which you have given to the mem- 
bers of this Conference in the name of 
the City of Nottingham. I am particu- 
larly glad that you should be here be- 
cause I wish to thank you and the Cor- 
poration for the generous hospitality 
which they are showing to the members 
of this Conference in various ways. 


I am just completing 12 months as 
President of the Royal Institute, and am 
looking forward with perhaps not quite 
so much trepidation to my second year. 
The year through which we have passed 
has had its difficulties and problems, but 
I really think progress has been made, 
and that the building industry, of which 
our profession forms an integral part, 
can look forward to better times in the 
days to come, always assuming, of course, 
that we are not overwhelmed by another 
economic crisis. As architects we are 
advocates of planning in its best sense, 
but some of us cannot help but be a little 
frightened of the effects of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, particularly in 
connection with the incidence of develop- 
Ment charges which we fear may sstifle 
father than stimulate development. 

The papers which we are to hear later 
this morning and tomorrow morning are 
devoted to that much-discussed subject of 
housing. Many of us still feel that those 
responsible in the client sense for housing 
May not have appreciated what a diffi- 
cult subject it is, and how nécessary it is 
10 utilise the best brains of our profes- 
sion in providing solutions to the prob- 

S which it presents. _ We offer no 


apology, therefore, for putting this for- 
Ward again as the main theme to be 


discussed, although we all ho that 
opportunities will soon occur a we 
can devote our attention to buildings 
which give greater scope for the crafts- 
man. There is a real danger that the 
old race of craftsmen—I refer particularly 
to those who work in stone and wood— 
may die out, and there will be no one 
to take their places. We welcome, there- 
fore, the lead which has been given by 
the Ministries of Works and Health to 
build in stone again. May I put in a 
plea for architectural competitions? The 
Royal Institute has always advocated the 
holding of architectural competitions for 
buildings of local and national impor- 
tance. We feel that the competition 
system, which is peculiar to the architec- 
tural profession, gives a great opportunity 
for the young members of the profession, 
and many of the finest buildings in this 
country have been designed by young 
architects who have secured recognition 
through this system, and I am glad to 
announce that a competition will shortly 
take place in the City of Nottingham for 





MR. J. H. FORSHAW, M.C., F.R.LB.A., reading 
his paper on ‘‘ Housng: A Social Service’’ on the 
Thursday morning. 
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the building of a Women’s Hostel for the 
University at Highfields Park. The 
assessor will be Sir Percy Thomas, and 
conditions will be made known in Sep- 
tember. 


‘Housing: A Social 
Service” 


Help from Private Architects Essential 


TTHAT it will become essential, if it 
is not already, to engage private 
professional architects on an increasing 
scale on works in connection with the 
future housing programme was a conclu- 
sion reached by Mr. J. HM. ForsHaw, 
MC., M.A., M.T.P.I., F.R.1.B.A., Chief 
Architect, Ministry of Health, in his 
paper, “Housing: A_ Social Service,” 
which followed the inaugural address. 

Following is a summary of Mr. For- 
shaw’s remarks:—The problems that | 
want to discuss are the more important 
of those which must be covered when we 
think of housing as a_ social service. 
Firstly, I would say something about the 
all-important question of layout and site- 
planning, which continues to receive too 
little attention. In this most vital matter, 
concerning the environment of our new 
communities, I believe we must keep a, 
clear objective in mind. I am not going 
to say that there has not been a consider- 
able advance in individual house design, 
when some of the latest work is compared 
with what was done between the wars. 
Many of the smaller schemes, especially 
some rural ones, are delightful. But it 
cannot be repeated too often that housing 
committees are running the risk of dis- 
figuring their districts if they fail to recog- 
nise the limitations of their work, when 
the design is incomplete because the land- — 
scape setting has not received careful 
attention. That is why the Minister of 
Health strongly advises local authorities 
to seek the best advice, and to consult 
with their architects on each site propo- 
sal from the very beginning. If once a 
housing scheme has been badly planned 
that district will bear a scar for genera- 
tions. We have already too many layout 
blemishes to efface—too many slums to 
clear; do not let us permit any more. 

I would like to stress that, while we are 
hoping that local authorities will con- 
tinue to pay increasing attention to lay- 
out and planning, there are some econo- 
‘mies consonant with good architecture 
which they could adopt, and it is for their 
architectural advisers to endeavour to 
convince them. For example, the use of 
terrace blocks rather than semi-detached 
houses can reduce costs and, I think, the 
time factor. From the viewpoint of 
esthetics this is not just a matter of no 
consequence; it promises to restore the 
urban character and a quality in the archi- 
tectural street which must once again 
emerge in our new work. The siting of 
house groups becomes a comparatively 
simple matter once this choice has been 
made, since the terrace gives of itself a 
sense of neighbourliness to the residential 
scene. In other ways practices are still 
common which involve at the same time 
both a waste of money and a sacrifice of 
visual amenity. In rural schemes there 
should be no hesitation in retaining or 
constructing a country lane when the need 
is for an access road and not a traffic-way. 
Such things as street lamps on a scale 
suitable for a trunk road and similar in- 
congtuities are calculated to wreck an 
otherwise satisfactory street picture. 

Now I think there is a great danger of 
dealing with individual problems solely 
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on the merits which they are imagined to 
have, from. one particular viewpoint 
alone. In fact, I believe that if we cease 
to. consider the debatable questions of 
houses versus flats, terraces versus semi- 
detached dwellings, densities and the 
height of blocks, in unreal isolation from 
the ends which all housing plans have in 
view, there will be some chance of making 
some right decisions. These questions 
cannot be considered as general verbal 
controversies to be decided one way or 
the other, and ending in a single conclu- 
sion to be applied universally. To give 
one very important example, there was 
the Garden City concept which certainly 
opened up a new field of ideas in town 
planning, but which is, in essence, a con- 
tradiction in terms. Particularly in an 
overcrowded island like this, urban areas 
must always be limited in extent and 
therefore comparatively densely popu- 
lated. A system of open siting, which is 
not held together by a strong physical 
landscape, is destructive of any sense of 
local unity, as well as a very serious waste 
~ ames open space and agricultural 
and. 

Again, if all our natural resources of 
beauty are to be conserved, we must act 
more intelligently than just in terms of 
giving each householder the house of his 
or her most bourgeois ambition—and to 
provide that alone—without playing fields, 
and without parks, community centres or 
theatres. In spite of the nostalgic appeal 
of “ pleasant yesterdays,” we must try to 
avoid re-creating ‘“ Suburbia,’ which 
somehow survived 1918, but which really 
died of ridicule between 1939 and 1945. 


Requirements for Balanced Communities. 

What, then, must be our policy? 
Although we have a great deal to learn 
from the past, we have also a great deal 
to foresee for an entirely new set of cir- 
cumstances in the future. Somehow or 
other we must create balanced communi- 
ties, villages or residential neighbourhoods 
such as have not been built in Britain 
since the Industrial Revolution began. 
Let me enumerate some of the require- 
ments that this conception of the housing 
problem involves. 

If the urban village is to be something 
more than a mere conglomeration of 
dwellings, there must be some larger unit 
than the house or flat which is yet small 
enough to be immediately recognisable by 
every householder. I have called this unit 
the “house group.” I need hardly say 
that the notion is a very loose one, but 


for this reason it should be more valuable’ 


as a working principle. The house group 
as I. have imagined it is both an archi- 
tectural and a social unit. It may con- 
sist of detached houses, a group of ter- 
races, Or a mixed group of terraced 
houses and higher blocks. It should, if 
possible, have a central feature of com- 
mon advantage to the inhabitants, such as 
a green, a garden court, or a broadwalk. 
In size and character it will cover as 
varied a selection of entities as the Royal 
Crescent at Bath, a minor London square, 
or, say, one of the nameless greens at 
Roehampton. 

Another vital requirement in the 
creation of balanced communities is for 
different types of accommodation. © Cer- 
tainly within each residential unit, and 
often within each house group, there 
should be a variety of occupiers in order 
that the single-class community is not per- 
petuated. Not only should there be 
dwellings for old people, hostel accom- 
modation for unmarried people and 
family houses of different sizes, but also 
a deliberate effort made to provide 
accommodation for higher income groups. 

It is not necessary for me to remind 


THE BUILDER 


you that one of the proper ways of 
obtaining variety is to differentiate the 
function rather than the style of a group 
of buildings. A better general standard 
of ‘architecture will certainly result, as it 
did in the eighteenth century, and in fact 
in all the pre-industrial periods, from the 
creation of smaller, more intimate and 
fully representative groups of the popu- 
lation. It is true that there were slum 
areas in those spacious days, but the 
majority of. village and town communi- 
ties were well balanced, both socially and 
architecturally. 

These general considerations lead me 
to two particular types of solution of 
these problems which we have been study- 
ing in some detail during recent months. 
These are the modern three-storey terrace 
house and the maisonette block. 


Aspects of Design. 


Lastly, I would like to touch on cer- 
tain aspects of architectural design and 
character. You may be interested to know 
that the Minister is very anxious that, 
while the new Housing Manual may be a 
useful guide to housing authorities, it 
should not be followed slavishly in the 
manner of a statutory handbook with 
emphasis on the letter rather than the 
spirit. There is a real danger of a tire- 
some similarity appearing in every county, 
unless architects are encouraged to ad- 
vance the idea of assimilating regional char- 
acteristics in contemporary work which 
have been merely outlined. It is there- 
fore a good sign to find that some housing 
authorities are fully conscious of their 
responsibilities and are keen to re-create 
the indigenous character of their architec- 
ture by using local materials. The new 
Bill helps with the building of new houses 
in stone or other appropriate materials 
when these are required to preserve the 
character of the surroundings, and involve 
added cost: it also helps with the restora- 
tion of dwellings of historic or architec- 
tural merit. This does not mean that 
modern appliances and forms of construc- 
tion cannot be adapted for use in the 
regions where a strong architectural tradi- 
tion exists. It is part of the architect’s 
job to secure harmony between new and 
old work, but it certainly needs his skill 
and is not a task that can be assumed 
lightly. There are also considerable modi- 
fications which can and should be brought 
about in general constructional methods, 
to use them to best advantage in the light 
of modern scientific. knowledge and in 
the interests of speed and economy. For 
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instance, the shortage of timber makes it 
necessary to’ find other suitable and eco- 
nomic materials for the construction of 
floor and roof trusses that could be used 
universally in domestic work. Again, in 
view of the need for the greatest economy 
in steel the use of prestressed concrete 
must increase beyond anything yet con- 
templated. The Ministry of Works has 
built a number of houses at Wantage, 
Berkshire, employing prestressed concrete 
floor joists and the experiment has proved 
entirely satisfactory. 

There is, too, the important considera- 
tion of room height and its consequent 
bearing on costs as well as design. The 
present bye-law requirement of a mini- 
mum of 8 ft. from floor to ceiling should, 
I think, be reconsidered, especially in view 
of the much larger floor area that is now 
permitted. Many houses in open and 
exposed positions could- be improved in 
comfort and in weathering properties, as 
well as appearance, by a reduction in 
height, thereby showing a considerable 
saving in the amount of materials used, 
and having no adverse effect on health. It 
is also worth noticing from the archi- 
tect’s point of view, that the scope of 
housing has been further enlarged by the 
power, to be conferred on local authori- 
ties, to provide restaurants and laundries, 
and to sell furniture to their tenants. 
These provisions make possible, in their 
various ways, an additional enjoyment of 
modern facilities and well-designed goods, 
which it ought to be the architect’s pur- 
pose to advance. 

In this as in many other matters much 
must depend on the mutual trust existing 
between official and private architects in 
their respective fields. I believe that there 
must be more understanding between the 
professional brothers, and if we read the 
“ straws ” aright, this is growing up where 
the practice of working together has been 
initiated by certain counties. An interest- 
ing experiment, in an even larger field, is 
the programmed co-operation of the 
teams and firms now working together on 
the permanent architectural exhibits for 
the Festival of Britain, 1951. Just as the 
central Goyernment is ready to deploy 
duties and decentralise, so it should be 
an increasing practice .on the part of the 
larger local authorities. In the execution 
of work of technical character it will be- 
come, if it is not already, essential to 
engage private professional men on an 
increasing scale. On physical grounds 
alone it will give the relief that large pro- 
grammes must make necessary. 





‘Housing: Pre-war to Post-war” 
‘* More Competition from Private Enterprise Needed to Reduce Costs” 


POST-WAR aspects of housing as 
compared with achievements 
before 1939 were described by Mr. 
T. Ceca Howrt, DSO. O.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., in the course of a paper read 
to the Conference on the Friday morning 
in the Y.M.C.A. Hall. 


Mr.. Howitt began by saying that his 
paper was. concerned only with indivi- 
dual. houses as opposed to neighbour- 
hood units, and we take the following 
extracts from his subsequent remarks :— 


Plans. 


The planning of the larger type of 
building, whether domestic or industrial, 
is not exceptionally difficult to one 
trained with a planning mind; but to 
plan a small house where the floor areas 
are so limited, in order to ensure that 
each square foot of floor space allowed 
is made usable so that a minimum is 


lost in the way of approaches and con- 
nections, is a very difficult problem. The 
great points I really wish to make are, 
“* How is the small house plan changing, 
and are all the new arrangements to the 
good?” Undoubtedly the small de 
tached house is the ideal from practically 
every angle, but it is obviously a design 
that,is far too expensive. Semi-deta 
houses are always very- popular with the 
tenant, but these create a monotonous 
appearance that should not be allowed. 
To develop any real effect satisfying to 
the eye one must consider on each occa 
sion the grouping of blocks and the in 
troduction of various types of property. 
The house facing due north or there- 
abouts and providing all reception 
quarters at the back overlooking ones 
own private grounds, is obviously t 
most popular and easy type of d 
for the larger house. My own experience 
is that with the small industrial house 
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MR. T. CECIL HOWITT, D.S.O., O.B.E., reading 
ms paper on ‘* Housing: Pre-war to Post-war.” 


the house facing north with the plan 
properly orientated is on most occa- 
sions unpopular with the tenant, 
ibly because the occupant loses an 
outlook to the public life on the ap- 
proach roadway or drive. — ; 
Complete working drawings, details 
and bills of quantities for any type of 
house require, in the -first instance, a 
very great deal of -office . production 
time. If the floor area is increased by 
50 ft. or so, the whole programme is 
suddenly thrown out of gear and one 
has to make a complete new start, as 
the previous drawings, details and _ bills 
of quantities are quite useless. Further- 
more it would be exceptionally difficult 
for anyone looking through a _ house, 
even with a very high standard of tech- 
nical training, to say whether a house 
actually contains 850 or 900 sq. ft. of 
floor area. ; : : 
A very important point, indeed, is 
that when a small number of houses 
have been occupied for a. short time, a 
considered opinion as to their success 
should be gathered from the experiences 
of the first few tenants that have been 
in occupation. To live in any house for 
afew months often gives an impression 
0 different from the theoretical view 
planned out on paper in the early stages. 


Design. 

I realise only too well the danger of 
talking on. design amongst architects 
and, in particular, to the wives of archi- 
tects. Most architects, | think, have 
trtain fads..or eccentricities in design, 
that give that extra charm and variety; 
but, broadly speaking, their designs still 
follow the same basic principles. One 
Must rely on the general mass for effect 
and skyline, a design base or platform 
for the house, proper choice of materials 
and colour, roof pitches, and a really 
good overhanging eaves. Most people 
think this is to create shadows, but it is 
Teally to keep the outer walls extra dry. 
Finally, really well-designed ancillary 
buildings are essential. 

‘Good open forecourts can only be 
weated by a real definite change in build- 
iig frontage line; but at the same time 
the house ‘plan should be kept. within 
ihe’ area. of a building. zone showing 
limits: for both front and back building 

of the property. Every natural 


‘W-ttees or a'small pool, must be ex- 
Didited-to-the full to -give- the particular 
late its own individuality. 





feature, such as a very fine tree, groups, 
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We must attack the “currant loaf de- 
sign,” the estate being the loaf, and the 
currants the evenly ‘distributed semi- 
detached blocks.. Speaking of mass, it 
should be easy to vary the accommoda- 
tion- with long blocks, blocks of terrace 
houses, flats of varying height, accom- 
modation for single people. .of both 
sexes, with, possibly communal feeding 
in the blocks. There is an excellent 
example built in Liverpool to the designs 
of Sir Lancelot Keay. 

A block of four houses is considerably 
improved by a bungalow treatment at 
each end, designed to accommodate old 
people. Old people really want to mix 
with the other people on the estate and 
not be planted in a special colony of 
their own. 

The elimination of any front fences 
or hedges to the forecourts is a feature 
{ feel could, with very great advantage, 
be adopted much more. These fences 
and hedges just act as traps for waste 
paper and leaves; and think of the 
millions of man-hours that are wasted in 
cutting privet hedges! If the fore- 
court can be slightly raised as a base 
to the building with dwarf walls some 
18 in. to 21 in. high, then the effect is, 
of course, still more satisfactory. 

Do, please, give the tenant a sporting 
chance of making an attractive garden. 
Give him a good depth of real loam soil, 
arranged at reasonable levels, not just 
thinly covered mortar pits or dumps. 
Provide essential main grottos or retain- 
ing walls, and at salient points arrange 
a little. main planting to encourage a 
special interest and effort for the adjoin- 
ing areas. 


Equipment. 

There are certain items of equipment 
that must be arranged for any house at 
all costs. The main question is, should 
the house finished by the builder~be just 
an empty house, or one that is 25 per 
cent. to 30 per cent. furnished, thus 
avoiding large furnishing costs? Both 
the designs are similar on key plan; the 
real points to watch are whether the 
specification is clear, what is provided 
for, and what cost will be saved in the 


furnishing items in the designs pro- 
posed. 
Unfortunately the cutting out of 


various furnishing items and the lower- 
ing of standards is one of the easiest 
to adopt, but it should be rigidly 
avoided. My main suggestions are, at 
all costs do not cut standards, and always 
keep a-close eye on the Housing Manual 
standard ‘of 1944. ‘ 

Possibly the-main item is the question 
of cooking, and here one should con- 
sider the type of fuel that is available 
in the particular district. and the trial 
and error method onthe first few hepises 
occupied. -This would 9%vé’you the jacal 
range to be used, its type of fuef, and 
generally speaking, “it, efficiency | in 
providing not only cooking but a really 
good hot. water supply” There may be 
enough ranges in y8ur scheme to justify 
a specially designed range to suit the 
“foealitv-and the type of ‘tenant: 

For the sitting room, the natural open 
hearth fire with the best typeof local 
fuel available in order to give-a really 
cosy fireside, is ‘essential; and; if at all 
possible, it. would be a great advantage 
to provide at the samé time a. certain 
amount of space heating for the bed- 
rooms. 

From my own experience, through- 
type ranges. with. the. open fire on one 
side have not proved particularly popular 
with the. tenants. bet 3 

It is amazing how often insufficient 
consideration is given to thé,size of the 


table for the preparation of food. Fhe: 
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ordinary size drainer to the sink is’ not 
In..any- way adequate; and when work- 
ing at the table it should be _rossible 
to, command a view over the garden. 

The sink with the double width 
drainer at a width of 5 ft. 3 in. is essen- 
tial, and has really come to stay. It -is 
sad to think of the number of sinks that 
have been equipped with a‘drainer on 
one. side only. One would love to see 
dual sinks with the central swivel mix- 
ing. taps, but this is, indeed, a. luxury 
that one cannot hope for. 


Costs. 


Several of my estate agent friends 
have often said to me, “When anyone 
inquires for a house, it is not really a 
question of * where is the house located? 
what is its size, and accommodation? is 
there a good garden?’ but nearly always, 
‘what is_ the weekly rent?” After 
allowing for all the subsidies that can 
be obtained, the rent must eventually 
bear. some relation to the building cost. 

There are essential items such ‘as the 
cooking range, the sink, the’ bath, 
lavatory basin. These are all essentials, 
and the reai problem is this: what is 
the correct and appropriate floor space 
to house all these items on an economic 
basis? 

Any comments that I may now make 
with regard to costs refer in all cases to 
a building on a normal site, including 
the cost of the footpaths, fences and 
drains belonging to the house, but not, 
of course, site and main roadway costs. 
On specially difficult or hilly sites there 
would obviously be additional items for 
abnormal works. 

From the very great number of ques- 
tions one gets, one realises that what 
the man in the street really wants to 
know is the reason why the costs of 
houses in 1949 are so high, and where 
all the. money - goes. 

The present day cost of a house, say 
£1,250 to £1,300, is slightly in excess of 
three and. a quarter times the values 
prevailing in 1939; or, if one refers to 
labour costs only, three and a half times 
the 1939 values. . Where does all this 
money .go? 

(a) The > 1949 house contains a very 
considerable increase in floor space, and, 
in addition, a really - good. outbuilding 
(both a great asset), but they naturally 
cost a good deal of money, approxi- 
mately one-sixth of the house cost, an 
amount of £210. 

(b) The 1949 housé is rather better in 
construction ‘and finish, and in particular 
there is a very much higher standard :of 
equipment; this increases the’ cost. of: the 
house. roughly by one-tenth, a capital 
amount of £130. 

(c) On the question of labour, an. ad- 
ditional cost of the 1949 house is £320. 


-This is beiltcup at follows:— 


(TF Wages have considerably in- 
creased. and improved conditions estah-- 
lished during the war have been adopted 
that were so essential for the trade, and 
thank: goodness they are fortunately 


‘ jikely to remain; but these must add to 


the ‘cost, and they do, to the extent of 
£110-per house of this labour cost figure. 
_ (2) The improved standards given to 
the 1949 house increase the cost by a 
further £80 of this labour cost figure. 

- (3) The lack of production on housing 
sites at the present time, which unfortu- 
nately is so noticeable, adds’ a further 
£130 of this labour cost increase. 

The present-day costs of  éssential 
materials owing to shortages of supplies 
are most striking. STR Te 

(4) Three or four typical items—-. | 

Timber is up 250 per cent. 














we have established in this country, 
local authorities must obviously con- 
tinue with big building programmes 
but there should also be considerably 
more competition from private enter- 
prise in order to bring down building 


Bricks are up 110 per cent. 
Cement is up 44 per cent. 
Items of equipment show very big in- 


The net result of this material item is 
that it absorbs a further £480 of the 
house increased cost, £290 of this amount 
being due to increased prices and £190 
to the cost of new materials and items 
introduced. With all these increases and 
the necessary organisation connected 
therewith, it is obvious that there must 
be, in fairness, an increase in overheads 
and profit to the contractor, and this is 
represented in the cost on each house by 
a figure of approximately £80. 

In an accurate mathematical compu- 
tation of these costs, it will be seen that 
they exceed somewhat the total increase 
on the house now stated to cost £1,250 
to £1,300, and this is due to the fact that 
items such as better construction and in- 
creased cost of labour naturally overlap 
to some extent with the material in- 
creases; so it would seem almost impos- 
sible to give a more accurate reason why 
houses are costing us so much. 

Taking all the relevant figures into 
account and reviewing 
slower progress than that desired, it is 
of particular interest to note that the 
same labour force to-day produces only 
approximately half 
houses it did in- 1938, the exact figures 
being: 1938 100 per cent. labour used, 
and 1949 196 per cent. labour used. 

One asks: “ How is all this cost to be 

to give a more reasonable 
The first-class equipment of 
the house has come to stay and stan- 
dards should not on any account be cut. 

The tlocks of excellent out-buildings 
are one of the best features of present- 
day housing and are worth more than 
they cost for the comfort to the tenants 
and the genezal tidiness in the appear-. 
ance of the estates. 
be stabilised and not further increased. 
Designs must, if possible, be kept more 
simple for production in order to en- 
courage the reduction of 
as production is undoubtedly the out- 
standing weak point. 

To conform to the ideal standards that 


I have endeavoured to make very 
general comments and I have tried to 
avoid too many technical or architectural 
problems, and I would summarise them 


(a) Press on and build more and more 
completed houses; avoid certificates on 
account for acres of foundations and 
houses to first floor level that require so 
mucn capital outlay without any com- 
pensation in rentals. 

(5) Bring in more free competition to 
keep down and reduce house costs. 
us, if at all possible, be given more free- 
of materials on 


(c) Now that we have provided a good 
number of the standard three-bedroom 
house we must create more variety of 
types of accommodation and size of 
blocks for the newly-weds up to the very 
old people who are without family or 
friendly support. 

d) After completing a good number 
of designs, take the comments of the 
tenants and ascertain what they reallv 
Do not be afraid to admit that 
your first designs may be wrong for the 


the somewhat 


occupations of the tenants, and adjust 
the future designs to suit. 

(e) Try to give all roads an attractive 
appearance by cutting out 
fences and privet hedges that only col- 
lect leaves and rubbish. 

(f) From the equipment angle, keep to 
the present high standards. Give the 
housewife a real chance to be house 
proud, with a minimum of house work, 
so that she can carry out her real func- 
tion, namely looking after her husband 
A house should cost 
roughly 20 per cent. of the tenant’s in- 
come for rent and rates, with the maxi- 
mum of accommodation and comfort. 
Are we in any way near this target? 


Floor space should 





THE GARDEN PARTY, WOLLATON HALL. 
Waterhouse, P.R.I.B.A., at the Garden Party on June 30, 
Society) watches 


Mr. Michael , i 
(President, Notts., Derby and L his wife (in the dark hat) am 
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The Conference Dinner 


(THE Conference Dinner was held q 

Friday night, when the President 
Mr. Michael Waterhouse, M.C., took th 
chair in the Senate House of the Uni. 
versity. Over 300 members and gues 
were present. 


In responding to the toast of “Th 
Cities of Nottingham, Derby and Lip 
coln,” proposed by the President, th 
Lorp Mayor oF NOTTINGHAM (Alderman 
William Sharp, J.P.) expressed the city’ 
pleasure in welcoming the Conferencg 
and their hope that the bonds of friend 
ship between the city and architects would 
always be good. Their city, he woul 
remind them, had had in years gone ly 
a famous character, Robin Hood. Som 

































whichever was true they dared not kil 
him off, if only for the Americans’ sake! 








of the great manufacturers who wouldn’ 
have been allowed to live if Robin Hoof 
had been alive—and he was glad to sy 
that that ambition was now to be ful 







a local industrialist, Mr. Philip Clay, 
offering to provide the necessary funk 
The City Council would now proces 
with the appointment of a committee t 
consider the type and situation of th 
statue. 











* Architects and Parsons.” 


The toast of “the Nottingham, Der 
and Lincoln Society’ was proposed }j 
THE BISHOP OF SOUTHWELL. Architegss 
and parsons, he said, had much in com 
mon; they enjoyed frequent co-operation 
and often the useful stimulus of ds 
agreement. He would at the presen! 
time have liked to give some magnificen 
cemmissions for the designing of built 
ings in the diocese but he feared that the 
would have to be content for some tim 
with little utility boxes of bricks. fH 
was glad that some members of the cor 
ference had, that day, visited Southwell 
Minster. It was one of the six mos 
perfect buildings in England but only ox 
person in six had ever heard of it. 


In response Major C. F. W. HASELDIN. 
F.R.1.B.A. (President of the Society), sail 
it had been the Society’s ambition to git 
a royal welcome to the Conference ani 
he hoped they had done it. The Sociel 
had been looking forward to the visi 
greatly. After briefly outlining 
history of the Society’s formation, tk 
speaker drew attention to the exhibition 
of architectural works on view at th 
Canaan-street Chapel and the Cask 
those that had seen them would, k 
hoped, agree that the future of the arch 
tecture of the city was in competell 
hands. 

The toast of “ The Guests” was pit 
posed in an amusing speech by Mr! 
NELSON CARTWRIGHT, D.S.C., FRIBA 
(Vice-President of the Society). M. 
B. L. Hat-warp, M.A. (Vice-Chancella 
of the. University), responding, said th 
it was very opportune for a young ‘Us 
versity that its first official function sis 
the conferment of its full Universi 
Charter should be to entertain 
RIB.A. He now found himself 
rounded with architects; the word, he 
posed, had got round that the Un ) 
had some hopes of having some mone) 
from the Government and from_ lod 
authorities! Seriously, however, the Usr 
versity were very fortunate in that 
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Percy Thomas had accepted their invita- 
tion to become architectural consultant 
for the University’s scheme for develop- 
ment. They were no less fortunate in 
that Mr. Cecil Howitt, that distinguished 
architect, had built buildings for them, 
and would build more. Mr. David du R. 
Aberdeen had also been busy on their 
behalf, in the design of new scientific 
buildings. These designs and others were 
on view at the Canaan-street Chapel. 
“The opportunity now presented to 
us.” continued the Vice-Chancellor, “is 
almost frightening in its possibilities. The 
city of Nottingham—with its traditional 
boldness and wisdom—has_ scheduled 
nearly 400 acres of land for the Univer- 
sity extensions. Historians will mark 
1949 as a very important year indeed in 
the city’s life. The University is looking 
to architects to come forward to follow, 
with originality and wisdom, in the steps 
of the late Mr. Morley Horder: we shall 
want to find great men in the future 


Photograph by Panora, Ltd. 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE, AT WOLLATON HALL, NOTTINGHAM (June 30). 
(The right-hand side of the upper block “reads on” to the left-hand side of the lower.) 
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from the architects of this country who 
can design for us in an_ up-to-date 
classical style.” 

There was also a need to preserve the 
park-like character of the site. There 
was hardly anyone left who had had ex- 
perience of laying out a park. The Uni- 
versity were very pervious to ideas, but 
before they accepted them they would 
want to feel that they were worthy build- 
ings and a credit to architecture. There 
was a need to develop a University School 
of Architecture at Nottingham; the 
opportunity offered by a university to stu- 
dents in different faculties to mix with 
each other was the best kind of way of 
breeding the architects we needed in the 
shape of men of wide culture and taste. 

The company present included the fol- 
lowing : 

THe BisHop OF DersBy, LorD TRENT (Chancellor 
of the University of Nottingham), Mrs. MICHAEL 
WATERHOUSE, Mrs. C. F. W. HAseLpine, Lt.-Cov. 


G. J. MACKNESS (High Sheriff of Nottingham), the 
BisHop OF LINCOLN, SiR HuBerT HOULDSWORTH 
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(Chairman, N.C.B., E. Midlands Division), the 
MayYOR AND Mayoress OF DersBy (Alderman and 
Mrs. C. F. Bowmer), the MAYOR AND MAYORESS OF 
LINCOLN (Councillor and Mrs. H. W. Martin), Sir 
Percy THOMAS and LADY THOMAS, Mr. P. D. 
HAZZELDINE (President, Nottingham and District 
Association of Building Trades Employers), Mr. 
C. H. Asin, V.-P.R.1.B.A., and Mrs. ASLIN, Mr. 
A. W. Kenyon, C.B.E., V.-P.R.1.B.A., and Mrs 
KENYON, Mr. and Mrs. W. CAPARNE BALDRY, 
Mr. and Mrs. Percy BARTLETT, Mr. Eric L. Birp, 
Mr. JOHNSON BLACKETT, DR. RONALD BRADBURY, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. G. CATCHPOLE, Mr. and Mrs 
R. E. M. Coomspes, MR. KENNETH DALGLIESH, MR. 
and Mrs. HAROLD A. Dob, Mr. J. W. M. DuDDING, 
Mr. W. L. DuNN (Sec., Notts, Derby and Lincs 
A.S.), Mr. and Mrs. THOMAS W. East, Mr. and Mrs. 
P. G. FAtRHURST, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. ForRsHAw, 
MAJOR GILBERT FRASER, Mr. T.W. Hairp (President, 
Leicester and Leicestershire Society of Architects), 
Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Hicks, Mr. Leonarp C. 
Hownrt, Mr. and Mrs. T. Ceci. Howrrt, Mr. and 
Mrs. IAN M. Lesiit, Mr. A. L. Roperts (Hon. 
Secretary, R.I.B.A.) and Mrs. Roperts, Mr. E. W. 
Roperts, Mr. and Mrs. HERBERT J. Rowse, Mr. 
F. C. SAxon (President, Liverpool A.S.) and Mrs. 
Saxon, Mr. and Mrs. H. T. Sewarp, Mr. J. B. 
SURMAN, Mr. C. D. SpraGG (Secretary, R.1.B.A.), 


Mr. A. NeEwTON THORPE (Pres., York and E. 
Yorks A.S.), Mr. and Mrs. A. B. WATERS, Mr. 
PEMBROKE Wicks, Mr. H. R. WiLtiams (Chief 


Clerk, R.I.B.A.) and Mr. G. Grey Wornum. 
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Sit. LUKE'S CHURCH, COWLEY, OXFORD 
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ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, 
COWLEY, OXFORD 


H. S. ROGERS and J. M. 
SURMAN, F. and L.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECTS 


HIS church, for which the archi- 
tects were awarded the R.I.B.A. 
Bronze Medal, together with the site 
and the complete internal fittings was 
the gift of Viscount Nuffield to the 
parish of Cowley. 

The plan comprises nave and chancel, 
24 ft. wide and 126 ft. long under a 
continuous roof, the height from nave 
floor to the coved ceiling being 38 ft.; 
there is a Lady Chapel on the north 
side of the chancel, organ chamber and 
vestries and a second chapel on the south 
side, and a porch near the west end of the 
south aisle. The tower is 76 ft. high 
from ground to parapet and is roofed 
with a short spire surmounted by a 
bronze cross rising a further 14 ft. 
It contains a vestibule 17 ft. square, 
with the ringing and clock chambers 
and belfry above. 

The building is of brick with facings 
of pale and mixed buffs, and the plinths, 
windows, buttress-weatherings and cop- 
ings are of Doulting stone. The main 
roofs are covered with grey-green 
Westmorland slates, the spire with 
Forest of Dean square slab slating, the 
north chapel and vestries with asphalt, 
and the aisles with copper roofing. 
Floors and steps are in “ Silex” hard 
York stone, with oak blocks for the 
seating areas and narrow oak boarding 
for the choir seats and gallery. Inter- 
nal window-cills and moulded plinths 
and pier-bases are in Clipsham stone. 

The font is of Forest of Dean stone, 
and the three main ceilings and those of 
the chapels are in fibrous plaster, with 
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General view of church. 


moulded ribs and cornices in that 
material decorated with devices in 
colour. 

The church seating is in four main 
blocks accommodating 460 in nave and 
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aisles, with space for about 100 chairs 
on special occasions ; the chapels are 
seated with chairs. 

The church is warmed by hot-water 
radiators, and the lighting of nave and 
aisles is by large single lamps with opal 
bowls and shades. 

Sculpture was carried out by Mr. 
Alec Miller, of Chipping Campden, and 
Mr. Frank Knight, of Wellingborough, 
was responsible for the High Altar 
Cross and candlesticks. 

Messrs. E. R. Babbs and Sons were 
the quantity surveyors, and the general 
contractors were Messrs. T. H. Kingerlee 
and Sons, Ltd., of Oxford. 


The principal sub-contractors were: Stone- 
work, Axtell and Perry ; steelwork, Cowley 
Ironwork Co. ; facing bricks, R. Y. Ames; 
copper roofing, Frederick Braby and Co. ; 
asphalt, Lawford Asphalte Co., Ltd.; stone 
flooring, Joseph Brookes and Co., Ltd. ; wood 
block flooring, Stevens and Adams, Ltd. ; plas- 
tering, J. Herbert and Sons; fibrous plaster, 
G. Seale and Son, Ltd. ; glazing, R. E. Pearse 
and Co., Ltd. ; heating, Rosser and Russell ; 
electric lighting, Hill Upton and Co. ; sanitary 
fittings, Dent and Hellyer, Lid. ; flush doors, 
Greenings, Ltd.; wrought iron gates, W. R. 
Leggott; bronze grilles and finial cross. The 
Birmingham Guild, Ltd.; clock and bells, 
Gillett and Johnston, Ltd. ; organ, Harrison and 
Harrison ; choir seats, organ case, puipit, 
lectern, font cover and altar rails, A. R. Mow- 
bray and Co., Ltd. ; chairs, Smith and Co. ; 
decorations, Pimm and Smart and Mr. G. 
Nutt; Altar frontals, curtains and carrets, 
Convent of the Holy Trinity, Watts and Co., 
A. R. Mowbray and Co., Ltd., The Warham 
Guild, Elliston and Cavell and William Baker 
and Co. ; and hassocks and kneelers, J. Wippell 
and Co. 
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General view of the flats from the south-west. 


** HILLCREST,” NORTH HILL, N.6, FOR HORNSEY B.C. 


T. P. BENNETT 


THE site of this scheme, on the crown 

of Highgate Hill, covers about 
five and a half acres of well-wooded 
ground. The blocks, of which there are 
four of ground and three floors, and 
three of seven floors, are flat roofed 
with steel framed brick-filled walls, 
sited in carefully considered positions 
in respect of aspect, vicinity of trees 
and shrubs and contours to give every 
flat uninterrupted outlook from three 
sides. 

The scheme comprises 116 flats, 
25 per cent. in 2-room units, 25 per cent. 
in 3-room units and 50 per cent. in 
4-room units, giving a density of about 
77 persons to the acre. Each flat is 
provided with sun balcony and utility 
balcony, the latter being approached 
from the kitchen and giving access to 
coal store and refuse chute. 

The amenities to each flat include 
electric hot-water storage, gas-ignited 
smokeless-fuel fires to living rooms and 
generous kitchen equipment. 

Floors are hollow-tile finished with 
deal blocks to living rooms and dining 
recesses, and pitchmastic to other 
rooms. Pram_ shelters and_ bicycle 
stores are in small blocks distributed 
over the site. A site has been left for 
a communal laundry to be built later. 

The general contractors were Globe 
Contractors, Ltd., of Watford. 


Principal sub-contractors were: Woodblock 
flooring, Hollis and Co., Ltd.; r.c. flooring, 
Caxton Floors, Ltd,; steelwork, Banister 


Walton and Co., Ltd.; roads, Token Construc- 





AND SON, FF. AND A.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


tion Co., Ltd.; gas, Gas Light and Coke Co.; 
metal sashes, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd.; 
lifts, Hammond and Champness, Ltd.; balus- 
trading, F. A. Norris and Co., Ltd.; plumbing, 
Structural Services, Ltd.; flush doors, Joinery 
and Builders Supplies, Ltd.; electrical work, 
Tanjon (Newcastle), Ltd.; tiling (wall), Ca-ters 





Tile Ltd.: ironmongery, Nettlefold and 
Sons, Ltd.; asphalt work, Highways Construc- 
tion, Ltd.; pitchmastic flooring, Ragusa Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; coal and dust chute hoppers and 
shutters, Haywards, Ltd.; and facing bricks 
(hand-made Dorkings), Henry J. Greenham 
(192)), Ltd. 


o:; 











Site plan. 
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View of a multi-storey block from the south. 
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for the Borough of Hornsey 





T. P. BENNETT AND SON. 
FF. and A.R.1.B.A., Architects 


TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN 
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A BUNGALOW AT GYPSY LANE, NORWICH 


‘LHE POSITION ON THE SITE OF THIS BUNGALOW 
at Gypsy Lane, Norwich, was governed by an 
existing garage, which was retained. The roofs 
are covered with red pantiles and the general wall 
facings are mottled buff-coloured, from a local 
yard. Red bricks were used for the entrance 
door and heading course to verges and under 


Livina 


STANLEY J. WEARING, 
F.R.L.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


the eaves. A feature of the bungalow is the 
provision of a commodious box space arranged 
in the roof, light for this being obtained from 
the window in the gable at the front, above the 
entrance. 

The contractors were Messrs. R. G. Carter, 
Ltd., of Drayton. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Architectural Criticism 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


GR-1 was interested in Mr. Sydney 

Redfern’s answer to a _ question 
about architectural criticism published in 
your last issue. He said, in effect, that 
the critic of a design was exempt from 
any real risk of litigation if he had 
merely uttered an opinion which was his 
correct and honest opinion, however mis- 
guided it might be or might be thought 
to be. (I presume, by the way, that the 
question was meant to cover printed as 
well as oral criticism.) It is not clear 
whether Mr. Redfern meant a design on 
aper or an executed building. If the 
ormer, then his answer is intelligible 
even to a layman little instructed in the 
intricacies of the law. If, however, Mr. 
Redfern meant an executed building, I 
would suggest, with all respect, that it is 
by no means certain that litigation, or the 
threat of it, will not result from damag- 
ing criticism, particularly literary criti- 
cism. 

At least twice during the present cen- 
tury, Press criticism of executed buildings 
on architectural grounds has_ been 
attempted in this country by competent 
critics and in both instances it was 
abandoned because of the trouble caused 
to the proprietors of the journals con- 
cerned by the threat of litigation which 
regularly followed publication of the 
atticles. So far as I am aware, however, 
none of these cases came into court. 
Perhaps Mr. Redfern could tell us 
whether there is a case of this kind on 
» record. 

The answer to which I have drawn 
attention was admittedly a guarded one 
and not clear on what appears to be an 
important point. I should be sorry if it 
encouraged some of our eager young 
critics of current architecture to get out 
on the warpath. If past experience is 
any guide, they and the newspapers con- 
cerned would almost certainly be head- 
ing for trouble. Harti Bona. 


Organisation of the Building Industry 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—I have read Mr. Mallam’s letter 

in your last issue with interest. 

Mr. Mallam has picked up a gauntlet 
which has never been thrown down. This 
is an age of specialisation, and I made it 
clear that the builder, as well as ,the sub- 
contractor, specialises in a particular type 
of work. 

In speaking to architectural students, 

gave them a warning that they were in 
danger of losing their status in the indus- 
tty, and I included the large contractor 
who has technical experts on his staff, as 
well as the specialist sub-contractor, as 
putting the architect on his mettle. The 
architect must be completely at home in 
every specialised field, not necessarily to 
the degree of being able to dispense with 
the advice of technical experts, but being 
able to appreciate the merits of that 
advice and apply it. 

Mr. Mallam does not appear to dis- 
agree with me on what is desirable prac- 
tice, 1€., that: — 

(a) the client should be aware of 
exactly what he is paying in the way of 
fees for the designing of his building; 
_(b) the sub-contractor should be put 
sible competition with others, when pos- 


(c) the earlier a team gets together the 
more efficiently will the work be carried 


The building team is in two parts, the 
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one which designs, and the one which 
carries out the work. The contractor, 
given charge of the second part, claims, 
in the interest of efficiency, undivided 
authority to co-ordinate and control site 
activities. I pointed out to the Hammer- 
smith students that there are many who 
hold strong views on this matter. No 
doubt some of them will be eager to 
cross swords. 

The Report of - the Committee on 
Placing and Management of Contracts 
arrived at certain conclusions with which, 
as a member of that committee, I agree. 
It also sets out the merits of two methods 
put forward of employing specialists. I 
suggest that those who are interested 
should study that Report. 

For myself, I believe that the whole 
industry can work as a team, even though 
we have our own individual functions 
and ideas. We who are all building 
trades employers should be able to 
operate in a common federation, serving 
the public interests, and thereby our 
own, and, together with the professions 
and our operative friends, put up fine 
buildings and comfortable homes for all. 

NIGEL HANNEN. 

1, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1. 


Building Team to Visit the U.S.A. 
To THE EpitTor oF The Builder. 


IR,—The membership of the above 

team selected to visit the U.S.A. 
under the auspices of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Productivity Council is noted with 
interest. There seems to be, however, a 
serious omission, as no member is 
directly concerned with the education of 
architects and builders. In nearly every 
edition of the technical journals there is 
some reference to education and training 
and their importance to the industry. In 
view of the vital responsibility carried by 
the Schools of Architecture and Colleges 
of Technology in the development of the 
industry, it seems a great pity that they 
are excluded from representation in this 
important team of experts. 

T. E. Hatz, 
Head of Department of Building, 
College of Technology. 
Sheffield. 


Town Planning : Conflicting Claims 
of Food and Housing 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


G!R.—You were good enough some 
while ago to print a letter from 
me in which I expressed the fear that 
Town and Country Planning enthusiasts 
were unduly neglectful of the inroads 
being made on the food-producing land 
of these islands. Since then the much 
abler pen of Professor Dudley Stamp 
has turned to the same subject in the 
correspondence columns of The Times. 
Although Professor Stamp’s remarks 
were more successful in drawing replies 
than my short letter in your columns, 
his words do not appear to have been 
convincing. I note that at a recent 
dinner of the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association, a speaker is reported to 
have referred to Town and Country 
Planning as “a pilgrim wandering over 
a landscape dotted with the fortresses 
of individualist barons . . . . Perhaps the 
most formidable fortress . . was that 
of agriculture. ‘If you do not farm 
you will starve,’ was the cry.” 

Surely such a cry is not less true be- 
cause it is obvious? As I presumed to 
suggest before, we have just emerged 
from a second World War in which the 
feeding of our population was always a 
major, and at times our predominant, 
concern. We are now moving into an 
era in which, in view of increased world 
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demand, food supplies are never likely 
again to be so easily available as in 
1939. At a pinch the British popula- 
tion could live in flats and do without 
parks and playing fields: but it could 
not do without food. Understandably 
to many architects and others concerned 
with the building industry, a most 
fascinating preoccupation is in the siting 
and laying out of residential and indus- 
trial accommodation and its provision 
with the most spacious amenities, but 
does not basic town and country plan- 
ning consist simply in the allocating of 
space in this country in accordance with 
the differing national needs? Among 
these needs does not the need for the 
production in these islands of as much 
food as possible stand high, if not the 
highest? 

Surely it does not weaken the case 
of those seeking to secure the best 
possible living and working accommoda- 
tion for our population to admit that 
even that ideal must be subordinated to 
considerations vital to the very ex- 
istence of that population? 

London, W.C.2 ** RUSTICUS.” 


Building Apprenticeship 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


~IR,—When Mr. Nigel Hannen recently 
stated that.a shorter period of ap- 
prenticeship might be the answer to en- 
sure the necessary number of lads joining 
the building trade, he touched on a matter 
of importance, for unless it is tackled 
immediately the shortage of craftsmen 
in a few years’ time will be disastrous for 
our industry. Not only must a shorter 
apprenticeship period be introduced but 
compulsory day and night school atten- 
dance should be abolished. Forced tech- 
nical training will not make a good 
craftsman; but free and encouraged 
training for the lad so inclined can. 
The policy should be to advertise the 
industry more to make youngsters inter- 
ested, give them better pay, shorten their 
tied term, appeal to old craftsmen to 
teach them the trade wrinkles which they 
themselves are proud to know, encourage 
only those youngsters who so wish to 
attend night school. 

Many of our finest buildings were 
built by gifted craftsmen who were never 
forced to go to school, while in the case 
of some of the earlier buildings the work 
was done by craftsmen who could, per- 
haps, neither read nor write. 

From a _ revised apprenticeship , we 
should get more recruits and the right 
men ready to take on the important jobs 
of trade foremen and general foremen if 
only the pay for these posts is raised 
to levels worthy of the skill, experi-- 
ence and tact they demand. 

Ashford, Middx. E. R. LITTLe. 


Dead Ripe Certificates 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—No doubt many of your corre- 

spondents interested in building land 

are aware of the difficulty of complying 

with the conditions under Section 80 of 

the Act in order to qualify for a certifi- 
cate. 

The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning has recently refused to accept as 
evidence a bye-law submission which was 
made on December 31, 1936, or seven 
days before the stipulated 10-year period, 
although the actual approval of such sub- 
mission was received 15 days later, or 
eight days within the period, the Ministry 
contending that the Act refers to submis- 
sions, the date of the approval being of 
no importance. 

This reading of the Act, regardless of 
the logical interpretation of the facts, is 
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grossly unfair, and action to correct the 
consequences of such loosely conceived 
legislation would be most desirable. 

E. EDWARDs. 


Dover-street, W.1. 


Surfacing Brick Floors 

To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 
GQIR.—With reference to the recom- 

mendations of your correspondent 
“G. W. H.” in reply to a question on 
the waterproofing treatment to a brick 
floor (Inquiry Bureau, The Builder, June 
10 issue). 2 am afraid they need a little 
correction. 

It is dangerous to apply a waterproofed 
slurry to a floor, allowing it to dry out, 
as suggested, and then to follow with a 
granolithic floor topping. While it is 
good practice to apply a slurry and fol- 
low with topping while the slurry is wet, 
this slurry should never be waterproofed 
as it will defeat the very object for which 
it is primarily intended, namely, to pro- 
vide a “key.” The slurry, being water- 
proofed, will be water-repellent and poor 
adhesion will consequently be provided 
for the topping. 

It is presumed that the additional rea- 
son for the slurry in this instance is to 
provide a waterproof membrane.* This 
is not really practicable with slurries and 
it would be far better to incorporate a 
waterproofer in the topping itself and use 
simply neat cement and water for the 
slurry. Alternatively, why not rake out 
the mortar joints to the brickwork to a 
depth of about half-inch, wet the bricks, 
apply the slurry, consisting of cement 
and water mixed to a thick creamy con- 
sistency, and while wet, follow on the 
placing of the floor, taking care to force 
well into the open mortar joints? The 
floor will then be much stronger and will 
not part company with the brick sub- 
floor at a later date. J. Hurst. 

Tretol Ltd., 

North End-road, N.W.11. 


RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT 
A National Corporation 


THE President of the Board of Trade, 
in accordance with the National Research 
Development Corporation Regulations 
1949, has appointed the following as 
members of the Corporation (which has 
been set up with effect from June 28, 
1949):—Sir Percy Mills, K.B.E. (Chair- 
man), the Rt. Hon. the Earl of Halsbury, 
F.R.LC., F.Inst.P. (Managing Director), 
Professor P. M. S. Blackett, F.R.S., M.A., 
Sir John McLean Duncanson, Sir Edward 
H. Hodgson, K.B.E., C.B., Mr. W. E. P. 
Johnson, A.F.C., C.P.A., A.F.R.Ae.S., and 
Sir Edward de Stein. 

The functions of the Corporation are 
defined in the Development of Inventions 
Act, 1948 (under which the Corporation 
has been set up), as follows: — 

(a) Of securing, where the public inter- 
est so requires, the development or ex- 
ploitation of inventions resulting from 
public research, and of any other inven- 
tion as to which it appears to the Corpo- 
ration that it is not being developed or 
exploited or sufficiently developed or 
exploited; 

(b) of acquiring, holding, disposing of 
and granting rights (whether gratuitously 
or for consideration) in connection with 
inventions resulting from public research 
and where the public interest so requires, 
in connection with inventions resulting 
from other sources. 

The Corporation has yet to appoint its 
staff. Correspondence should meanwhile 
be addressed to the National Research 
Development Corporation, I.C. House, 
Millbank, S.W.1 (tel.: Whitehall 5140). 
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CENTRAL LAND BOARD 
PROGRESS 


Sir M. Trustram Eve’s Address to 
Town Planning Institute 


IR MALCOLM TRUSTRAM EVE, 
chairman of the Central Land Board, 
addressed members of the Town Planning 
Institute on June 23, immediately follow- 
ing the annual general meeting, on the 
subject of the ‘‘ Practice Notes” of the 
Board and the methods the Board was 
employing in dealing with development 
charges and claims under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. 

He began by saying that claims were 
“coming in very nicely.” Up to that 
morning the “ score” was 400,000.* 

In dealing with the development charge 
side of the Central Land Board’s work, 
there was common agreement on only one 
point, and that was that it was not a very 
easy thing to deal with. The background 
as they saw it at the beginning of their 
work was that the Act was not passed 
primarily as a tax-gathering Act but pri- 
marily to assist planning, and the financial 
side was intended to be subsidiary and 
ancillary to that purpose. 

The Act provided three very strong in- 
ducements for facilitating land changing 
hands at existing use value. One was that 
except in very rare cases no compensation 
was allowable for refusal of permission to 
plan and therefore a person who bought 
land in the hope of getting some future 
planning permission would be out of 
pocket. 

The second inducement was that the 
development charge had to be fixed so 
as to keep the balance of the price down 
within the limits of the existing use value. 
Thirdly, the new powers of compulsory 
purchase gave both to local authorities, 
by Section 38 of the Act, and to the 
Central Land Board, by Section 43, power 
to buy land at the price fixed by Act of 
Parliament, popularly known as existing 
use value. 

These were the three statutory induce- 
ments, but there was nothing in the Act 
to say that anybody had to take that 
course. It was with that background that 
the Central Land Board was set up and 
had to formulate a policy with regard to 
development charges which ultimately be- 
came the “ Practice Notes” (and anyone 
who said that these were necessarily right 
and could not be improved was a silly 
fool!). The Board had risked criticism in 
that they had jumped into a very impor- 
tant job far too early. 

Referring to the “Practice Notes,” Sir 
Malcolm said the most important point 
in the preface was the sentence which 
said: “It all depends on what you mean 
by value.” 


Buying and Selling Land. 

The next thing the Board had to con- 
sider was whether they could give any 
help to people on how to buy and sell 
land under the new idea. It was clear at 
the beginning that people did not realise 
what an amazing revolution the Act had 
made in land tenure in this country. The 
Board had published a document which 
he hoped was helpful and which was 
called “ House (1).” While intended for 
the guidance of a person wanting to build 
or alter a house it was also helpful to 
people buying or selling land for any 
other purpose. 

Sir Malcolm went on to remind his 
audience that the development charge was 
payable when the development took 
place, and development _ included 

*At June 30, 935,000 claims had been re- 
ceived by the Board.—Ep. 
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and on appeal, by the Minister. 


Sir Malcolm asked those who advised 
local authorities on planning to make it 
quite clear when no material change of 
use was to’take place no planning permis. 


sion was required. 

Then there was the question of exemp- 
tion from development charge under Seo. 
tion 12. Out of 105,000 cases which the 
C.L.B. had dealt with, in 40 per cent. they 
had been able to say they were exempt, 
That was a high figure, and he had no 
doubt it would be reduced in the future, 
but it showed that the exemption regula. 
tions were removing from the field of the 
development charge most of ‘those smal] 
matters which an ordinary person wanted 
to do by way of altering his property. | 
would be wrong to say that the exemption 
regulations were perfect, but on the whok 
the Board found them easy to administer, 


There was one point on exemption from 
development charge which might cause 
difficulties in planning a site. That was 
the right under the Third Schedule of 
rebuilding or building an extension, ete, 
The Board had taken the view that in 
spite of the Interpretation Act you could 
not construe that Schedule except in the 
singular. That was not difficult, but what 
was difficult was that the Board had to 
construe it as applying to the heredita- 
ment itself, but unfortunately they had to 
be fairly technical about this and if re 
building took place only a little bit off the 
old site, the Board had to refuse exemption 
from the charge. Sir Malcolm then gave 
an example. He instanced a shop facing 
a high street and behind it a mews back- 
ing on to it, with a piece of vacant land 
between the two buildings. Half the land 
belonged to one building, half to the 
other. No solicitor would work out any 
rights and tolerances in rebuilding there. 


Occupying Arrangements. 


Occupying arrangements also provided 
trouble. The Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors together had pro 
duced something which the Board had 
said at once they would like to adopt. 


In the Act it was provided that it was 
intended that the development charge was 
to be collected when the development was 
just about to start. It was not intended 
that the development charge should b 
assessed years ahead and then hawked 
around on sale and resale. It was it 
tended that the charge should be paid by 
the actual developer. In twenty per cent. 
of such cases they had dealt with they 
had had to refuse on that ground. 

In many other cases the Board had 
found that the people concerned had not 
the slightest hope of being able to build 
for some years. It would save such people 
a lot of trouble if they did not apply for 
the development charge to be assessed ul- 
less there was a reasonable prospect 
their building fairly soon. He thought 
about a year was a reasonable time. 

Sir Malcolm impressed on planning 
officers and advisers that whatever plat 
ning decisions they made, the result 
would have to be valued. He did 10 
suggest they should alter their decision 
to please him but that they should | 
carefully at them in that light. 
Board had to deal with two difficult 
sorts of planning permissions. One wa 
the vague sort and the other sort wa 
too precise. The Board liked some 
thing about which anybody in the opét 
market could say: “ That is something 
which I can buy and sell,” something 





“material change of use” of the land 
What was material change of use wag 
largely for decision (in the first instance, 
at any rate) by local planning authoritig 
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which you would normally find in a 
restrictive covenant in your deeds. 

As to collecting the money for the 
development charge, his financial advisers 
told him that in the Regulations no single 
known method of collecting money had 
been left out. Out of the 105,000 appli- 
cations so far dealt with only 700 had 
asked to be allowed to pay the charge 
in instalments—and nothing like as many 
people had been given that permission! 
The Board preferred to get the money 
as soon as possible. If they left it over 
they would have to take up the ques- 
tion of security. The obvious security 
was mortgage. The Board had to take 
its place in the queue with other mort- 
gagees in this matter. It was extra- 
ordinary how many of the cases they 
dealt with were those in which a mort- 
gage was involved. He thought that, 
on the whole, people would rather not 
have the Central Land Board as the 
mortgagee. 

Sir Malcolm pointed out that in deal- 
ing with planning permissions which had 
no time limit attached to them, the 
Board had to assess the develop- 
ment charge in such cases in perpetuity. 
A lot of people wanted to start risky 
new businesses, things like nursing 
homes. In such cases the development 
charge came out rather high. The Board 
always tried to advise people in such 
cases to take a temporary planning con- 
sent. In that case the Board would only 
charge them for five years. If the 
people made a_ roaring success of their 
business the charge might be slightly 
higher at the end of the five years. It 
was not always wise to apply for a plan- 
ning consent without an assurance of a 
living. 

The clearest possible instructions had 
been issued by the Board to the effect 
that in every single case of application to 
the Board a letter should be sent to the 
applicant asking him to discuss the sug- 
gested development charge before it was 
finally sent out. But it was equally 
important, in the view of the Board, 
that development should not be held up 
by protracted negotiations. Practically 
every case of protest the Board had 
received from M.P.s and such persons 
had been those in which the invitation 
to come along to the Board within a 
month and discuss the matter had not 
been accepted. He hoped professional 
men would try to come along within a 
month and discuss cases so that the 
figure finally fixed by the Board would 
not be wrong. 

The Board had also introduced the 
tight of informal approach. They had 
said in the “‘ Practice Notes ” that people 
could come and see the Board. 

On the question of value Sir Malcolm 
said that so far it had been fairly easy 
to decide on the difference between the 
value of land having the benefit of plan- 
ning permission for building to take 
place (now called “consent value”) and 
that of land without such permission 
(‘refusal value ”). But the whole thing 
depended on what was meant by 
“value.” The Board had looked care- 
fully into this matter and found that, 
normally, restricted value under Part 6 
of the Act and refusal value under Part 
7 could be taken on the same basis— 
subject to changes. 


Conclusion Regarding “ Consent Value.” 


With regard to consent value the 
Board had come to the conclusion that 
there was no basis which they could 
adopt which would be fair and was 
common to all properties. They had 
decided—and had stated in the “ Practice 
Notes "—that in dealing with all classes 
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of property they would be guided by the 
principles of rating. In compiling the 
“Practice Notes” the _ Board had 
borrowed a good deal from rating prac- 
tice—bearing in mind that-rating dealt 
with annual value, whereas the Board 
was dealing with capital value. He 
thought it was not a bad thing to think 
of value in terms of rating practice and 
see what sort of values that would pro- 
duce as a rough guide to the value the 
land: would produce. 

Sir Malcolm then described how the 
Board was dealing with various types of 
property. With regard to houses, he 
said the Board was not so much con- 
cerned with who was the owner as the 
existing and future use. They had de- 
cided that all houses would be valued as 
houses and would disregard all increase 
of the value of other land due to the 
house being there. In theory the 
development charge might work out a 
little bit more but, broadly speaking, 
this method would produce a _ lower 
charge. 

One problem which people had not 
yet quite realised was the problem of 
the large house. There were heaps of 
these houses in this country which had 
got past their days as private dwelling 
houses. A lot were still being bought 
and sold at fairly decent prices, with the 
prospect of converting them into institu- 
tions and the like. Many of these 
houses had a restrictive covenant on 
them to the effect that they could only 
be used as private dwelling-houses or 
flats. In such cases the development 
charge would not come heavily on them 
afterwards, as it might if they were 
converted for other purposes. 

The charge for religious buildings 
had been fixed at a quarter for housing 
purposes, provided the building was in- 
tended predominantly for worship. 

Again in dealing with schools the 
Board had used the market value of the 
land to guide them. Was it, or was it 
not, worth the same as if it were used 
for housing? That was the basis on 
which they decided. 

As to building estates, all the roads and 
sewers made before July 1 on land which 
was not built on were the appropriate 
subject for a claim under Part 6. How 
was the Board to deal with a man who 
wanted to lay out an estate? The Board 
was quite prepared to deal with him at 
that stage if the planning authority would 
tell: them how many houses would be 
erected and roughly how many roads 
made. The Board were prepared to dis- 
cuss ‘the development charge with the 
developer, fix it and then give him a rea- 
sonable time to pay it. 

In reply to a question from Mr. E. G. 
Allen, Sir Malcolm said that if he had 
succeeded in dividing a house vertically 
and still called it one building there 
would be no development charge to pay. 


The Annual Meeting 


At the annual meeting of the Institute 
the President, Mr. James W. R. Apams, 
reporting on the Institute’s activities 
during the year, said the Research Com- 
mittee had published a memorandum on 
the use of land for Services’ training 
areas. It was hoped that reports would 
shortly be issued on the subjects of indus- 
trial waste, rural planning, mineral work- 
ings and other matters. 

The recognised planning schools were 
now bringing their curricula into line 
with the Institute’s new syllabus. There 
were still one or two gaps in the geo- 
graphical distribution of recognised 
schools, principally in the West Midlands 
and Wales, which the Education Commit- 
tee would like to see filled. 
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The President also announced that a 
Thomas Adams Prize (in memory of his 
father) would shortly be established: A 
joint sub-committee of the Institute and 
the Institute of Landscape Architects 
would settle the conditions for the com- 
petition, which would be open to the 
younger associate members of both Insti- 
tutes. The prize would be awarded for 
the best essay on a subject relating both 
to planning and landscape architecture. 


SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


R.1.B.A. 


Membership Pamphlet 

THE 1949 edition of the R.I.B.A. mem- 
bership pamphlet has now been pub- 
lished. Copies may be obtained from 
the Secretary, R.I.B.A., price 2s. each 
exclusive of postage. 

The pamphlet, in addition to con- 
taining information regarding the exam- 
inations and membership of the R.I.B.A., 
contains full information about archi- 
tectural training. | Maps and schedules 
showing the local distribution of facil- 
ities available for architectural education 
in the British Empire are included. 


Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors 
Recent Visits 

AMONG recent visits made by members 
of the I.A.A.S. to buildings of historic 
interest were those to Penshurst-place, 
Tonbridge, the seat of Lord De Liisle 
and Dudley, and Stokesay Castle, Shrop- 
shire, the property of the Allcroft family. 

The I1.A.A.S. informs us that there are 
now branches and chapters operating in 
London and the Home Counties, Bir- 
mingham and the Midland Counties, 
Manchester and District, Liverpool and 
North Wales, Cardiff and South Wales, 
Leeds and the Northern Counties, Bris- 
tol and the Western Counties, South- 
ampton, Brighton, Reading and _ the 
Southern Counties. 

Faculty of Architects and Surveyors 
Annual Conference 

THE annual conference at Brighton of 
the Faculty of Architects and Survey- 
ors was held from June 20 to 23, and 
among papers read was the “ Develop- 
ment of Colour Science” by Mr. Bernard 
Adams, R.P., R.O.I. Mr. T. D. Weather- 
head, O.B.E., gave a talk on “‘ The Prac- 
tice and Application of Air Survey ” 
while “Land and Drainage” was the 
subject of an address by Mr. J. Brough- 
ton-Trower. 

At the reception and banquet held at 
the Grand Hotel, the joint toast to the 
Faculty of Architects and Surveyors and 
the Faculty of Surveyors of England 
was proposed by Mr. Alfred C. Bossom, 
M.P., F.R.I.B.A., and the toast to the 
County Borough of Brighton was pro- 
posed by Mr. Sydney A. Brett, junior, 
F.F.AS., F.R.LCS. Lt-Col. Bertram 
G. Shore, F.F.A.S., proposed a toast to 
the guests to which Mr. William H. Scan- 
lan, F.R.LC.S., president of the Institute 
of Registered Architects, responded, fol- 
lowed by Mr. Amery Underwood, F.A.I1.. 
president of the Valuers’ Association, and 
Capt. Asbjorn Ramstad, a member of 
the Norwegian Engineering Association. 


Institute of Landscape Architects 


An International Federation 


AFTER the International Conference on 
Landscape Architecture held in London 
last year, and organised by the Institute 
of Landscape Architects, the representa- 
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tives of fifteen nations met at Jesus Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and decided to estab- 
lish an International Federation. A 
Council was formed, and Mr. G. A. Jel- 
licoe (who was then President of the 
Institute of Landscape Architects) was 
elected President. The Council held its 
first meeting in Paris on June 18. The 
following members attended:— Mr. 
G. A. Jellicoe (President); M. Ferdinand 
Duprat (Vice-President); Miss Sylvia 
Crowe (Hon. Secretary); M. René Pech- 
ére (Belgium); Mr. Sven Hansen (Den- 
mark); Mr. Paul Olsson (Finland); M. 
Maurice Thionnaire (France); Miss 
Brenda Colvin (Gt. Britain); Miss Cath- 
erina Polak-Daniels (Holland); Prof. 
Pietro Porcinai (Italy); Miss Ulla Bod- 
orff (Sweden); Mr. Walter Leder (Switzer- 
land); and Mr. Richard Arioli (Observer, 
Switzerland). 

The proceedings were opened by M. 
Duprat (President of the Societé Fran- 
caise des Architectes de Jardins), who 
welcomed the councillors to Paris. <A 
special welcome was then given on be- 
half of the French Government by M. 
Gautron, of the Direction de l’Enseigne- 
ment of the Ministére d’Agriculture. 

The Council adopted a form of con- 
stitution, and elected as Hon. Treasurer 
M. René Pechére, Directeur de Jardins 
de la Ville de Bruxelles. 

Membership of the Federation is now 
open to the recognised societies of Land- 
scape Architecture in all couniries. The 
office of the Federation is for the present 
in London, at 12, Gower-street, W.C.1, 
and the Secretary is Mrs. Douglas Browne 
(Secretary of the Institute of Landscape 
Architects). 


Institution of Sanitary Engineers 
Annual Summer Meeting 

The Institution of Sanitary Engineers 
hold their annual Summer Meeting in 
London on July 8 and 9. The proceed- 
ings open with the annual general meet- 
ing at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
S.W.1, on Friday July 8, at 5.15 p.m. 
when the Report of the Council will be 
submitted for approval. 

At 8 o’clock, also at Caxton Hall, there 
will follow a Sessional Meeting to which 
are invited all who are interested in the 
subject for discussion. A paper will be 
presented by Mr. Hugh G. Ramsay, 
M.I.C.E., M.I.W.E., Chief Engineer to 
the South Essex Waterworks Company, 
in which he will describe the large addi- 
tional works, and extensive plant con- 
structed and installed under the com- 
pany’s private Act of 1935, and the 
special problems experienced. 

The following morning, a party of 
members, ladies and friends will leave 
the Institution’s offices by motor coach 
to visit these works. 

Institute of Quantity Surveyors 

Annual Meeting 

In his address at the eighth annual 
general meeting of the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors held at Caxton Hall, Westminster, 
on June 18, the president; Mr. Harold 
Fulford, F.1.A.S., referred to the con- 
tinued progress of the Institute, particularly 
to the increase in membership and the 
interest shown by student quantity sur- 
veyors in the Institute’s activities. He 
added that examination. entries were 
greatly in excess of any previous year. 

During the meeting the following were 
elected :— 


President: Mr. J. Gregg. Vice-Presidents : 
Mr. W. Clark, Mr. B. Foster Mr. H. V. Mace, 
Mr. S. W. Spencer, and Mr. F. Illidge. 

Council]: Messrs. J. Babbs, P. G. Frutiger, F. 


Horsfall, J. Lester, W. J. Martin, H. Mottram, L. E. 
Wheble, J. Youdan Briggs, E. G. Cornish, J. Saxon, 
F. Briscoe Taylor, R. D. Wood. Treasurer: Mr. J. 
Babbs. General Secretary : Mr. W. J. Masterman. 
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FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN, 
1951 
Riverside Pleasure Gardens 


T has been decided that an essential 
part of the Festival programme in 
London, in the summer of 1951, must be 
the provision of Festival pleasure gar- 
dens. The site selected for this is Batter- 
sea Park and the proposal has now re- 
ceived the support in principle of the 
Government, the London County Coun- 
cil and the borough councils of Batter- 
sea and Chelsea. 

It is considered that the site for the 
South Bank Exhibition, only about 30 
acres in area, is too small to allow for 
the provision of amusement and recrea- 
tion facilities to the extent which the 
Council of the Festival of Britain con- 
sider essential. An additional site had 
therefore to be found to accommodate 
this part of the programme. “ The 37- 
odd acres of Battersea Park adjacent to 
the river (less than a fourth of the total 
area of the Park) which it is proposed 
to use,” state the Festival authorities, 
“provide the ideal site, being (a) a pic- 
turesque area in itself; (b) situated near 
the centre of London; and (c) linked by 
river with the South Bank.” 

Although detailed plans of the Festi- 
val Gardens are now being worked out 
and will be announced later, some idea 
can be given of their character. They 
have been conceived as being in them- 
selves a complete open-air area of enter- 
tainment, providing something for all 
tastes and all pockets. There will be an 
area devoted to the traditional and con- 
ventional activities associated with the 
fairground or amusement park; in this 
matter the National Amusements Coun- 
cil will co-operate with the Festival Office. 

Care will be taken to avoid excessive 
noise and to give the Gardens an atmo- 
sphere congenial to all. In addition it is 
hoped to provide open-air cafés and res- 
taurants, entertainments of various kinds 
such as music hall programmes, con- 
certs, etc., and so to arrange the layout 
of the whole area that it will be in itself 
an outstanding example of landscape 
gardening and decoration. The use of 
illumination and water fountains, it is 
understood, will figure prominently in the 
layout. Much thought is being given to 
the provision of covered space to ensure 
enjoyment of the Gardens in bad weather 
as well as good, and also to providing 
pleasant surroundings for those seeking 
rest and refreshment. Special arrange- 
ments for access to and from the river 
are being planned. The Gardens will be 
open to the public seven days a week 
for six months from the beginning of 
May, 1951, onwards. An admission 
charge will be made. 

It is proposed to register a company 
for the purpose of constructing and 
Operating the Pleasure Gardens. The 
gross cost is estimated to be of the order 
of £770,000 of which some £500,000 can 
be regarded as capital outlay and the re- 
mainder maintenance and running costs. 
Contributions to this cost, in the form of 
loans to the company, will be made by 
the Government and by the L.C.C. in 
a proportion yet to be determined. The 
loans, which will carry interest, will be 
repayable out of the revenue.  Esti- 
mates will be laid before Parliament and 
‘tthe L/C.C. for their approval in due 
course; the Government’s contribution 
towards the loan will be carried on the 
vote of the Festival of Britain Office. 

The limited period during which the 
Festival Gardens will be open necessarily 
reduces the prospect of fully recouping 
the initial outlay and therefore in these 
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financial arrangements the possibility of 
a loss has not been overlooked. Detailed 
estimates have yet to be worked out 
but such a loss might be up to as much 
as £100,000. The exact composition of 
the board of directors of the company 
is tc be announced later. 

When the proposals mentioned above 
were announced at a Press conference 
in London on June 30, it was stated that 
so far no architect had been appointed 
to prepare a layout of the Pleasure Gar- 
dens, although it was anticipated that 
several would be engaged. Services will 
be laid on to the site in April, or there. 
abouts, next year, and the building work 
in connection with the proposals which 
will be put out to tender in the usual 
way, would commence shortly afterwards, 


RHEIMS CATHEDRAL 
Deterioration of Stonework 


RCHITECTS in France (writes 
correspondent) are concerned at the 
threatened dangers to two famous cathe 
drals. Aeroplanes continue to circle 
round the spires of Chartres and to shake 
the stained glass windows. Now Rheims 
Cathedral is threatened by a new danger, 
less obvious because it is due to a con- 
flict between specialists. After the bomb- 
ing of the cathedral from 1914-1918, those 
responsible for the restoration took par- 
ticular care of the ancient sculptures. Of 
course, new stone had to be put in place 
of the shattered columns and_ flying 
arches, but every possible effort was made 
to preserve the 13th-century carvings, 
To-day the historic carvings of the 
Coronation of the Virgin Mary over the 
great West Door are deteriorating rapidly. 
These were more damaged by the fires of 
the first world war than was realised at 
the time, and the problem now is how to 
deal with the perished stone. One pro- 
posal is to replace the statues by new and 
complete figures moulded in concrete. A 
number of architects and artists have just 
made an appeal to the French Govern- 
ment, which is partly responsible for the 
Cathedral as a national monument, to 
take special care of the ancient statues, 
if they are to be taken down and stored 
away. It is hoped that these may be 
reproduced in concrete in exactly their 
present state, just as some of the Greek 
statues have been reproduced in every 
detail and put in position at the front of 
the Parthenon at Athens. If experience 
proves that the proposed new casts are 
unsatisfactory, then the detailed reproduc- 
tions of the ancient carvings, even if they 
be mutilated, decayed and burnt, might 
be placed over the West Door. It is 
thought that this would be preferable to 
a “ modern-Gothic imitation.” 


A.R.C.U.K. PROSECUTION 
N.C.B. Official Fined £5 


SUMMONED at Coventry on June 29, for 
having carried on business as an archi 
tect when not registered as such with the 
Architects’ Registration Council, Norman 
C. Eabrey, a planning engineer and sur- 
veyor employed by the National Coal 
Board, of Ash Green, Exhall, near 
Coventry, was fined £5. 

Mr. J. V. Vobe, who prosecuted for 
the Architects’ Registration Council, said 
the offence was discovered when Eabrey 
sent a letter, in which he applied the des 
cription of “architect ” to himself, to the 
County Planning Officer. The Registra 
tion Council, he said, had been in exist- 
ence since 1932. 

Defending, Mr. M. E. Lester, sug 
gested that much of the time might have 
been avoided had a warning been given. 
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RAILWAY PLAN FOR LONDON 
Summary of Working Party Recommendations 


PROPOSALS for extensive improve- 
ments and additions to London’s 
railway system are made in a report to 
the Minister of Transport, the Rt. Hon. 
Alfred Barnes, M.P., by a Working Party 
of the Railway and London Transport 
Executives, set up by the British Transport 
Commission. The plans take into con- 
sideration the recommendations of the 
Railway (London Plan) Committee under 
the chairmanship of Sir Charles Inglis, 
Professor of Mechanical Science at Cam- 
bridge, published in 1946 and 1948. 

Recommended as works of first priority 
are :— 

Four completely new tubes of a total 
length of 494 miles and _ costing 
£114,000,000, with extensive electrifica- 
tion of the existing steam surface lines 
to be joined to the new tubes. 


Three major schemes for the electrifi- 
cation of steam lines from Marylebone, 
Fenchurch-street, and Liverpool-street, 
and the completion of the 1935/40 pro- 
gramme of new railway works for Lon- 
don including the Alexandra Palace Line 
electrification, extensions of the Northern 
Line tube, four-tracking of sections of 
the Metropolitan Line, and _ further 
Metropolitan Line electrification. 

Improvements in Southern Region ser- 
vices, particularly in South-East London, 
either by double-decker trains or by in- 
creasing trains from eight to ten coaches. 

The effect of the above proposals is 
that, in addition to the new tubes, all 
steam suburban services now running 
from Liverpool-street, Marylebone, Fen- 
church-street, Euston, King’s Cross, and 
St. Pancras would be electrified. 


The present Report, published by H.M. 
Stationery Office on Tuesday* is a com- 
prehensive review of railway traffic re- 
quirements in relation to the planning of 
London, with far-reaching recommenda- 
tions for new railways, designed to re- 
lieve over-crowding on existing routes, 
to provide new lines for areas which are 
under-served, and additional railway facil- 
ities to meet the replanning of London 
within the Greater London area. The 
first concern of the Working Party, it is 
stated, has been to consider the urgent 
needs of the hundreds of thousands who 
must travel daily between home and work- 
place. At the same time it has paid re- 
gard to the broad conceptions of future 
development contained in the County 
of London Plan, the City of London 
Plan, and the Greater London Plan. 


' First Priority Works 


Because of the magnitude of the pro- 
posals—which it will be necessary to 
carry out in stages—the recommendations 
are divided into two parts; works of first 
priority which should be tackled as soon 
as possible, and works of lower priority 
which could not be tackled for many 
years to come. It is suggested that a 
Government decision, in principle, should 
be given on works shown under “ first 
Priority” so that decisions may be 
teached as to which works in this cate- 
gory should be started first and detailed 
plans for them put in hand by the Rail- 
way and London Transport Executives. 

_ The new first priority tube railways 
involve the construction of 494 route 
miles of railway in tube, at an estimated 
cost of £114,000,000. The magnitude of 





* British Transport Commission, London Plan, 
Working Party Report to Minister of Trans- 
rt. Stationery Office. 3s. 6d. net. 


the scheme can be gauged by comparison 
with the total route, miles in tube of the 
present London Transport lines, which is 
66}. The associated electrification 
schemes and improvements of existing 
surface lines are estimated to cost 
£100,000,000. 

New tubes of two types are proposed. 
Some recommended in the Report are 
to be for main-line size rolling stock, 
with few stops in the central area, big 
seating capacity, and services up to 25 
trains an hour intended to serve the outer 
suburban areas, and others with Lon- 
don Transport type tube rolling stock, 
frequent stops in the central area, ample 
standing capacity, and services up to 40 
trains per hour which will serve inner 
suburban areas. The tunnels for main- 
line size tubes will be 17 feet in diameter, 
and for London Transport tube size 12 
feet in diameter. Both types of rolling 
stock will have sliding doors. 

The Report recommends the following 
new tubes and extensions as “ first prio- 
rity.” 

Route “ A”—This tube, with Route 
“ B,” would be needed to replace rail 
passenger and freight services which at 
present use Blackfriars railway bridge, 
the removal of which the Report presumes 
on planning grounds. The British Trans- 
port Commission emphasises that the line 
would be justified primarily to meet the 
planning requirements of the County of 
London and City of London Plans, but 
there would be on balance some improve- 
ment of travel facilities. 

Route “A” is a new tube, of which 
the tunnel sections would commence from 
two northern points, West Hampstead 
and Finsbury Park, joining up near 
Euston. From here the new tube would 
have stations at Russell-square, Chancery- 
lane, Ludgate-cireus, continuing beneath 
the Thames to Elephant and Castle, and 
joining the Southern Region lines near 
Loughborough Junction. 

From West Hampstead northwards the 
tube trains would run over the present 
London Midland Region suburban line, 
which would be electrified to Elstree, 
Radlett, and St. Albans (at present 
served from St. Pancras). From Finsbury 
Park northwards the tube trains would 
run over the Eastern Region (present 
King’s Cross) line, which would be 
electrified to Hitchin via two routes: (a) 
via New Barnet, Potters Bar, and Hatfield 
(the ex Great Northern main line); and 
(b) via Enfield Chase and Hertford. 
Beyond Loughborough Junction in the 
south the trains would incorporate the 
service now terminating at Holborn. 

The line will provide facilities for 
Stevenage, Welwyn and Hatfield New 
Towns and extensive developments at St. 
Albans and Boreham Wood in the north, 
and St. Paul’s Cray in the south, and 
will provide’ important new in-town 
connections. 

Route “ B.’—A new tunnel route for 
freight traffic only, beneath the Thames, 
between Canning Town in the north and 
Blackheath in the south, linking the main 
lines north of the river with the Southern 
Region lines at Hither Green. This new 
tunnel route will carry freight traffic 
which at present uses Blackfriars railway 
bridge and will give a new connection 
with the Great Eastern section. 

Route “C.”—A new inner suburban 
tube from the Tottenham-Edmonton area 
with stations at Manor House, Finsbury 
Park, King’s Cross, Euston, Oxford- 
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circus, Green Park, Victoria, Vauxhall, 
Stockwell, Brjxton, Streatham-hill, Streat- 
ham. Norbury, and on to East Croydon. 
The northern and southern terminals of 
this tube are stili being examined and 
must be dependent, to a large extent, 
on the sites that can be found for rolling 
stock depots. In the north, passengers on 
this tube will be provided with inter- 
change facilities with the Eastern Region 
lines to Enfield Town, Bishop’s Stortford, 
Harlow New Town, and Chingford. 
These lines are to be electrified. 

Route “D.’—A new tube, of which 
the tunnel section will commence at 
Hackney Downs, with stations at Liver- 
pool-street, Bank, Ludgate-circus, 
Aldwych, Trafalgar-square, and Victoria. 
The possible westward extension of this 
line falls into a lower priority. 

Bakerloo Extension—Extension of the 
Bakerloo Line from Elephant and Castle 
to Camberwell. Plans for the early com- 
mencement of this work in 1950 are 
already in hand. 

1935/40 Programme of London Rail- 
way Works——Completion of the follow- 
ing works under this plan, which could 
not be finished owing to the war, is 
recommended: 

(1) Extensions of the Northern Line 
tube from Highgate to Alexandra Palace, 
from Mill Hill East to Edgware, and 
from Edgware to Bushey Heath; 

(2) Four-tracking of the Metropolitan 
Line from Harrow to Rickmansworth. 

Electrification of Existing Lines—The 
Report recommends the electrification of 
three main lines from Marylebone, also 
electrification and widening of the 
London, Tilbury and Southend Line, 
which, inter alia, will cater for Basildon 
New Town, and the electrification of 
the Cambridge Line, which will provide 
facilities for the new town at Harlow 
and other developments. 


Works of Lower Priority 


Tentative proposals for works of lower 
priority are also recommended, and these 
would necessarily be undertaken after 
the schemes mentioned above. The whole 
of the works proposed would take, at a 
minimum, 20 to 30 years to complete. 
The works of lower priority include four 
further new tubes and, in addition, ex- 
tensions of earlier works. 

While the Working Party presumed the 
removal of Blackfriars railway bridge and 
the surface railway viaducts to Holborn 
(including the bridge over Ludgate-hill) 
and south of the river as an important 
contribution to the replanning of the City 
of London and the development of the 
South Bank, they felt bound to recom- 
mend that, from the point of view of 
transport, the removal of Charing Cross 
and Cannon-street railway bridges would 
not be justified. They suggest “that 
efforts be directed towards meeting the 
requirements of planning, as far as pos- 
sible, by re-designed bridges, railway 
buildings, and viaducts, while retaining 
access to Charing Cross and Cannon- 
street stations at the present levels.” 

Removal of Charing Cross, Blackfriars, 
and Cannon-street railway bridges and 
the associated viaducts was recommended 
in the County of London Plan. “If it 
should be decided that, at whatever cost, 
Charing Cross and Cannon-street railway 
bridges should be removed in addition 
to Blackfriars Bridge,” the Working Party 
considers that “ four additional tubes will 
be required ....” 

The Working Party states that “there 
should be no insuperable difficulties from 
the civil engineering aspect in carrying 
out the large and complex programme 
proposed.” 
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BUILDING LICENSING 


Ministry of Health Guidance 
to Housing Authorities 


[N a circular (67/49) issued to housing 

authorities the Minister of Health 
invites the attention of local authorities 
to the Control of Building Operations 
(No. 13) Order, 1949, dated’ June 
13, 1949 (S.R. and O. 1949 No. 1102) 
which extends, for a further 12 months, 
the present financial limits within which 
building or civil engineering work may 
be done without a licence. 

The effect of the Order is that during 
the period between July 1, 1949, and 
June 30, 1950, work may be done without 
a licence on any single property if its 
cost together with the cost of any pre- 
vious work carried out on the property 
without a licence in the period does not 
exceed £100, or in the case of certain 
special classes of buildings, £1,000. 
Minor amendments have been made in the 
definitions of the special classes of build- 
ings which may generally be described 
as industrial buildings, farm buildings 
other than dwelling houses, educational 
buildings, office buildings with a floor 
area of not less than 10,000 square feet 
and warehouses with a floor area of not 
less than 5,000 square feet. 


The Use of “ Free ” Allowance. 


A recent judgment of the Court of 
Appeal (J. Dennis and Co., Ltd., v. Munn) 
has an important bearing on the use of 
the “free allowance.” In the course of 
the judgment the Court said that the 
free allowance “was intended to apply 
to small items of work . . . and was not 
intended to add indirectly to the amount 
of any particular licence to do a particu- 
lar work.” It could not “be prayed in 
aid to increase the amount licensed to be 
spent on a particular work.” Later in 
the judgment the Court said “The 
general licence” (i.e., the free allowance) 
“is only available in respect of severable 
work, ordered separately and executed 
separately. Where there is one indivisible 
work in hand, covering more than the 
free allowance, then a specific written 
licence must be obtained. It is not per- 
missible to increase the amount contained 
in the specific licence by adding on to 
it the free allowance. The conditions of 
these written licences expressly say that 
the specified amount shall not be ex- 
ceeded. ...” 

It will be realised, therefore, that the 
free allowance may not be used to cover 
additional cost of work for which a 
separate licence has been issued or to 
cover work additional to but insepar- 
able from work for which a separate 
licence has been issued. Only if the 
work is severable, ordered separately, 
and executed separately from work 
already licensed is the free allowance 
available. 


In no circumstances should the local 
authority deduct the value of the free 
allowance in arriving at the amount of 
the licence for a “particular work ” as 
such action may result in work being 
carried out illegally. If a licence is to 
be granted it should relate both in its 
terms and in the limit of cost to all of the 
work which the local authority considers 
essential. 


Contravention of D.R. 56A. 


A few cases have occurred where some 
delay appears to have taken place in the 
investigation by local authorities of 
infringements of Defence Regulation 56A, 
with the result that they have become 
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out of time for summary proceedings, 
and the cases have had to be referred to 
the Ministry of Works for submission to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. 


In deciding whether a case is suitable 
for proceedings on indictment the Direc- 
tor is influenced by whether the extra 
expense to the defendants of such pro- 
ceedings can be attributed to delay on 
the part of the authorities concerned 
with the administration of the Regulation 
and for which they might be adversely 
criticised by the Court. It is therefore 
hoped that local authorities will ensure 
that all inquiries into suspected breaches 
of the Regulation are carried out as 
speedily as possible. 


HOUSING COSTS 
Subsidies to Remain Unchanged 


THE Minister of Health and the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland have decided 
that housing subsidies payable to local 
authorities under the Housing (Financial 
Provisions) Acts, 1946, shall remain un- 
changed in respect of houses completed 
during the next 12 months. 

Some indication of the official view 
on housing costs is given in a circular 
(68/49) issued to housing authorities by 
the Ministry of Health. In recommend- 
ing that the contributions payable under 
the Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1946, should remain as 
at present in respect of houses completed 
before June 30, 1950, it is stated that a 
report has been presented to Parliament 
by the Minister. The circular continues: 

“In the report it is stated that in 
making the further review note has been 
taken of the latest figures of tender prices, 
of additional information on final costs 
of houses tendered for in 1946 and 1947 
and of the present cost of repairs, main- 
tenance and management. The available 
information indicates that the cost of 
repairs, maintenance and management 
will be higher than was originally esti- 
mated and there has since the date of 
the last review been a slight increase in 
tender prices for the 950 sq. ft. standard 
house. _On the other hand,:tender prices 
for these houses have now remained 
steady for some months and there are 
grounds for believing that they will tend 
to decline. The prices of certain materials 
have already fallen, and there are definite 
signs of increased productivity. In 
addition there is evidence that the average 

-amount by which final costs exceed tender 
prices is diminishing.” 


PROBLEMS OF THE 
INDUSTRY 


Work of the L.M.B.A. 


Mr. NiGeL HANNEN, president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, 
was the guest of honour of the Central 
No. 4 Area at a recent festival dinner 
at Lewisham. Mr. G. Joyce, chairman 
of the Area, presided. 

Saying that his favourite quotation 
from Aristotle was: “ Wise men, were 
all laws abolished, would lead the same 
lives,’ Mr. Hannen stated that the build- 
ers of London had been sufficiently wise 
to form an Association and to co-operate 
to the extent of setting up a truly demo- 
cratic organisation where the biggest and 
the smallest builders sat side by side to 
arrive at the best conclusions in the inter- 
est of the industry and the community. 
Building’ on a long tradition of service, 
the Association had kept up with the 
times. It had steadily dealt with the 
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real problems of the industry (the 
R.I.B.A. Forms of Contract, the Stan- 
dard Method of Measurement, the Work- 
ing Rule Agreement) and carried out the 
dull day-to-day work. 

“The day-to-day routine throws up 
many problems,” said Mr. Hannen, 
“which, although they seem trivial, may 
have far-reaching effects. Perhaps the 
committee which brings out most of these 
problems is the Maintenance Builders 
Committee, and the Association owes 
a debt of gratitude to the ‘local’ 
builders who give time and energy to 
grappling with these problems.” 

Mr. Hannen warned his listeners to be 
on their guard against “ the mischievous 
activities of certain people, who, whether 
you would call it politics or not, are en- 
joying every opportunity to’ cause dissen- 
sion and dissatisfaction among us.” 

He commended the integrity of the 
great majority of those engaged in the 
building trade, and said one would have 
to go from job to job to find a delin- 
quent. In advising members to disre- 
gard idle and mischievous rumours, he 
said discussion with the operatives was 
essential, for it was only by meeting them 
and talking frankly with them that they 
could get at the truth. Mr. Hannen men- 
tioned the disappointment to builders’ 
hopes for an increase in the licensing 
limit, and alluded to the “strange and 
significant speeches made by members of 
the Cabinet and others at Blackpool. We 
don’t want to bring politics into our 
affairs, but they have a way of thrusting 
themselves in,” he added. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for May 


THE Housing Progress Summary pre 
sented to Parliament jointly by the 
Minister of Health and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland shows that the number 
of permanent houses completed in Great 
Britain during May was 16,866, com- 
pared with 15,110 in April. This brings 
the number of permanent houses com- 
pleted during the year to date to 84,688, 
made up as follows :— January, 15,897; 
February, 16,655; March, 20,160; April, 
15,110; May, 16,866. 

The total number of houses completed 
is 667,656 (510,408 permanent and 
157,248 temporary). 

During May, houses were provided by new 
building, repair of uninhabitable houses, 
conversion and requisitioning for 18,469 
families, compared with 16,587 in April. 
This brings the total number of families 
rehoused by these methods under the 
post-war programme to 957,113. Exclud- 
ing requisitioned houses, the number of 
additional homes provided is 923,873. 


Housing in Scotland. 


There were 2,341 new permanent 
houses completed in Scotland during 
May. This brings the total of new per- 
manent houses provided under the post- 
war housing programme to 50,222. 
Including temporary houses and other 
accommodation made available by con- 
version of existing premises, etc, 
altogether 94,650 new homes have been 
provided in Scotland’ since 1945. These 
figures are contained in the Department 
of Health for Scotland’s May housing 
return, published on June 30. 

May’s total of 2,341 new permanent 
houses includes 2,202 built under local 
authorities and the Scottish Special Hous- 
ing Association, 91 under private enter- 
prise and 48 under Government Depart- 
ments. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Policy 


QO’. July 4, Mr. Watter ELLiot 
initiated a debate on housing policy. 
He said that the Government’s programme 
seemed to have settled down at about 
230,000 houses a year for Great Britain, 
of which something like 25,000 would be 
built in Scotland. This might be an over- 
estimate, but it was less than the pre-war 
figure. Between 1933 and 1939 the aver- 
age figure for Great Britain was 340,000; 
and for the two pre-war years it. was 
364,000. It was therefore obvious that 
there was great need for a substantial rise 
in housing output. He criticised the Gov- 
ernment’s use of the available man-power 
and the rise in housing costs. That in- 
crease in costs was producing a corre- 
sponding steepening of rents. There had 
been a bad deployment ‘of labour. A rise 
there could and should be in the output 
of houses. Give the British people the 
tools and let them finish the job. , 


“Mr. Bevan, in his reply, said that the 
Opposition boasted of what the specula- 
tive builder had done between 1926 and 
1939. Let them go out from any of the 
avenues leading out of Lopdon and look 
at the monstrosities. Thousands of children 
were losing their lives because the specu- 
lative builders had been allowed to build 
where they liked. It was much cheaper to 
build houses along the highway than off 
the highway in closes. He would rather 
spend more public money putting down 
more miles of roads and sewers to keep 
the children alive than to cheapen the 
houses and murder the children. 

Mr. ELLior said that Mr. Bevan was 
not answering the fundamental point about 
why the productivity of labour was lower 
and why the million men now employed in 
the industry were building so many fewer 
houses, 

Mr. BEVAN said that he was comparing 
the over-all house with the over-all house. 
If more equipment was put into the house 
then it would! cost more. They were put- 
ting in equipment to very nearly £200. 
The point was made by the Opposition 
that after making allowances for all these 
things the modern house cost more than 
the pre-war house taking like with like. 
Was housing moving disproportionately to 
the cost of other materials? There was 
scarcely an industry that did not make a 
contribution to the house. It was impos- 
sible for bricks, steel, wood, and other 
items in house-building to cost more and 
for the price of the house to fall. 

A comparison had been made between 
the time taken to build the local authority 
house and the house for sale. The same 
builders were concerned and the Ministry 
knew what they were doing; because they 
were building the house with public 
money they did not care how long it took 
if it competed with a house they were 
building for sale. He had accused them 
of neglecting their local authority schemes 
in order to man up their private schemes. 
What the Government had to deal with 
was not the inefficiency, but the cupidity 
of the building industry, which was per- 
fectly efficient in pursuing the thing which 
gave most profit. If they were not paid 
for the local authority house until it was 
completed they would build it more 
quickly. The Government knew that even 
now the finishing stages of the house were 
being unduly prolonged because at that 
Stage the builder had got 40 per cent. of 
the money from the local authority; it did 
not matter very much to him how much 
longer he took on the finishing stage. 
There was no case lying against the build- 
ing industry in the matter of efficiency 
and the cost of housing. The examination 
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of the cost of building Jhouses left the 
Government in a white sheet, and nothing 
the Opposition had suggested besmirched 
it. They had managed to achieve a rate 
of building, in spite of post-war difficul- 
ties, that the Opposition did not achieve 
for more than eight years after 1918. They 
were well beyond the target set by the 
last Government in March, 1945, of 
750,000 homes, and before the end of the 
year they would have provided more than 
1,000,000 homes. But they would still 
need large numbers of houses because all 
the people were in work and old people 
were able to spend out their lives in their 
own homes. 

He would like to see housing costs come 
down, but the Opposition had not sug- 
gested a way of reducing them. The Gov- 
ernment did not want to add to their 
nationalisation programme at present, but 
if Mr. Elliot persisted in his indictment 
against private enterprise they would have 
to consider it seriously. When the build- 
ing operatives read Mr. Elliot’s speech 
they might consider the building industry 
one to be nationalised. The greatest 
limiting factor in the housing problem was 
the supply of softwood timber. In Canada 
it was a sharp conflict between timber and 
food. . In that conflict the Government 
had decided that a reasonable priority 
for timber was to be the construction of 
200,000 houses, and that the rest should 
go on food. Anyone who went about the 
country and saw many of the housing 
schemes under construction could not be 
anything but proud of what had been 
achieved. He hoped that no _ pressure 
would be brought on the Government to 
lower housing standards. Enough damage 
had been done to the face of England by 
irresponsible people, and he hoped that 
Parliament would defend the housing 
standards. 

In the debate which followed, Mr. 
Hare said that the real problem was one 
of costs. They were not getting the 
same productivity of labour in the build- 
ing industry in this country as they were 
getting in the United States or in Sweden. 
The Government could not bring down 
costs with their present policy. 

Mr. Gipson, for Labour, agreed that 
costs must come down, but asked if the 
Opposition would lower wages and in- 
crease hours. People were not entitled 
to good homes at the expense of low 
wages. ;The industry must increase its 
efficiency to the level of the American 
industry. More machines should be used. 

Mr. MARPLES. in one of the best 
speeches of the debate, asked what steps 
Mr. Bevan had taken to get more timber 
other than fighting for the dollars in the 
Cabinet Committee. He declared that we 
had carried too far the use of materials as 
substitutes for timber. and had reached a 
stage where it was now uneconomic. For 
one ton of steel in its cheapest form we 
exported to Canada we could receive three 
tons of timber. In 1948 Canada asked 
this country for 300,000 tons of steel for 
a project in Alberta, plus 2.100 miles of 
steel pipe, and all we could offer was 
20,000 tons. If we had sold that steel 
we should have had 900.000 tons of tim- 
ber in exchange, or sufficient for 232,000 
houses. He suggested that a committee 
be appointed to go into the effective and 
economic use of substitute materials. 
with specific terms of reference to find 
out how much steel was being wasted. He 
calculated that on the permanent houses 
built since the end of the war there had 
been a loss in productivity of £71,848,200. 
If only half that loss was attributable to 
the Minister, that £36,000.000 translated 
in terms of houses at £1,500 each meant 
that 24,000 houses had been lost because 


of Mr. Bevan’s overloading of the build- 30 
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ing programme. Nationalisation of the 
building industry was not the answer, for 
at present in business it was really dis- 
heartening to try to get things down 
through the many Government depart- 
ments who were concerned and exercised 
a supervision which stifled and blanketed 
initiative. Unless we had a new frame- 
work altogether in the economy of the 
country as a whole and in the building 
industry in particular, we should face 
economic stagnation and a _ declining 
industry. ‘ 


Housing Bill 


LorpD MACDONALD, Paymaster-General, 
moved in the House of Lords the second 
reading of the Housing Bill, which has 
passed through the Commons. 

Lorp LLEWELLIN intimated that the 
Opposition would not oppose the Bill,“6ut 
they felt it was wrong to lay it down that 
the owner of a tied cottage in the country- 
side should not get any of the benefits 
of the Bill. It was absolutely essential to 
keep a number of service cottages, and in 
most cases the system worked satisfac- 
torily on both sides. 

THE MARQUESS OF READING was glad 
that the phrase “ working-class dwellings ” 
would now disappear from housing legis- 
lation, and it would be a relief to every- 
one if they could see the end of the. rows 
of back-to-back houses, as well as those 
architectural monstrosities which defiled 
the approaches to London. 

THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY declared 
that unfair exception was made against 
agriculture in the matter of tied cottages. 

The Bill was read a second time. 
{June 27.] 


School Building 


Mr. TOMLINSON, replying to Mr. 
Piratin, said the target adopted by his 
Department in the planning of educa- 
tional building was the programme of 
work to be started in each year. In 1948 a 
programme of £26 million was carried 
out in full. For 1949 the target was 
£50—£55 million and there was a good 
prospect that a programme of this size 
would be carried out. ; 

Mr. PiraTin. asked if the Minister 
could say, first, concerning 1948 and the 
£26 million worth. of work carried out, 
what was the target for 1948 and what 
percentage was the achievement of the 
target. : 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that the target 
referred to the amount of building work 
started, not to that which was completed. 
That was the only basis on which they 
could work. 

Mr. PrraTIN: But was it not the case 
that before 1948 the Minister announced 
that the target for 1948 to be begun was 
£52 million worth? 

Mr. TOMLINSGN: I should like to look 
at that. I do not know where I said a 
target of £52 million would be started. 

MRS. FLORENCE PATON: Is the Minister 
aware that the difficulty of local 
authorities in providing schools is the 
shortage of school architects? Has he 
any plan for remedying this shortage? 

Mr. TOMLINSON: That shortage has 
been known for some time by the local 
authorities, and I personally have been 
impressing on them the necessity of 
organising and reorganising their appro- 
priate departments to meet the require- 
ments. [June 23.] 


Housing Contracts 


Mr. BeEVAN said, in reply to Mr. 
MaARPLES, that the number of contractors 
(excluding sub-contractors) engaged at 
April 30, 1949, on local authority house 
o—— was approximately 5,200. [June 
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ECONOMY IN THE USE OF CEMENT 
Two Ministry of Health Memoranda 


HE Minister of Health has recently 
issued to local authorities two 
memoranda which have been prepared by 
the Committee on Cement Economy 
appointed by the Minister of Works. The 
first, PI.31/5, deals with the use of cement 
in housing and small-scale building ; and 
the second, PI.31/6, with the use of cement 
in engineering and large-scale building. 
The demand for cement since the end 
of the war has been, and still is, extremely 
high ; not only is it required for all forms 
of building and civil engineering work but 
a substantial quantity finds a market over- 
seas. Productive capacity cannot be in- 
creased rapidly ; and, while new plant will 
soon be in operation, there is a continuing 
need to avoid extravagance and the un- 
necessary use of cement, in order that 
neither building operations at home nor 
exports shall be impeded. It is important, 
therefore, taat steps should be taken to 
implement the recommendations contained 
in the memoranda, and the Minister 
desires, in particular, to draw attention to 
the following points :— 


PI.31/5 HousING AND SMALL-SCALE 
BUILDING 

(a) The Committee is of opinion that 
by avoiding unnecessarily rich mixes it will 
be possible to reduce the average consump- 
tion of cement for a normal brick house of 
1,000 sq. ft. (including all work within the 
curtilage) to 6-74 tons, excluding, of course, 
the cement used in prefabricated products 
such as tiles, and in the construction of 
concrete types of non-traditional houses. 
The use of the mixes suggested should be 
adequate for all normal purposes and should 
permit of some reduction in the cost of 
construction. 


PI.31/6 ENGINEERING AND LARGE-SCALE 
BUILDING 

(6) Reference is made in paragraph 5 
to lime-cement mixes for mortars and 
renderings. Although the use of cement 
rendering should, where possible, be 
avoided, due regard should be given to the 
strength and water-tightness required. A 
lime-cement mixture in mortar or rendering 
is not acceptable in engineering structures 
where internal or external water pressures 
have to be resisted. 

(c) As regards paragraph 6, manholes to 
sewers will, of course, be necessary where a 
sewer changes its direction and gradient : 
care should be taken in planning to reduce 
such changes to the minimum. 

(d) Paragraph 7 is intended to apply only 
to drains within the curtilages of buildings, 
and not to main drains. For main drains 
the explanatory footnote on page 8 of the 
Form (K.29)* used by the Department for 


* EXTRACT FROM FORM (K.29) 

“Present normal requirements as regards 
manholes and concrete protection of glazed ware 
and concrete sewer pipes :— 

1.—Manholes (not lampholes) to be provided at 
all changes of direction and gradient and at distances 
apart not exceeding about 120 yards. 

2.—All pipes and tubes in heading or with 20 ft. 
or more of cover in trenches to be surrounded with at 
least 6 in. of concrete. 

3.—Subject to (2) all pipes and tubes with over 
14 ft. of cover to be bedded on and haunched with at 
least 6in. of concrete to at least the horizontal 
diameter of the pipe or tube. Any splaying of the 
sap Bae’ to be above that level. 

4.—Subject to (2) all pipes and tubes of 18 in. 
diameter and over to be bedded on and haunched 
with at least 6 in. of concrete to at least the horizontal 
diameter of the pipe or tube. Any splaying of the 
concrete to be above that level. 

5.—Subject to (6) all pipes and tubes under 18 in. 
in diameter and with less than 14 ft. of cover may be 
laid without concrete, if the joints are of the socket 
or collar type (but concrete tubes with OG joints 
are permissible when laid as in (2), (3), (4), or (6)). 

6.—AIl_ pipes and tubes with less than 4 ft. of 
cover under roads, or 3 ft. not. under roads, to be 
surrounded with at least 6 in. of concrete.” 





works of sewerage and sewage disposal 
remains operative. 

(e) The Committee refers in paragraphs 8 
and 9 to the need for encouraging the use 
of materials other than cement for the 
construction of roads, footpaths and 
kerbs. For the time being the restrictions 
in effect in most parts of the country on the 
use of cement for these purposes must be 
maintained. As soon as there is some 
easement in the supply of cement for the 
home market, these restrictions ,will be 
modified. 


USE OF CEMENT IN HOUSING AND 
SMALL-SCALE BUILDING 


Economy Memorandum PI.31/5 states : 

1.—This memorandum is based on the 
Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on 
Housing and Small-scale Building of the 
Committee on Cement Economy appointed 
by the Minister of Works. 

2.—The Sub-Committee examined in 
detail the cement content of houses as 
indicated in the bills of quantities of 12 
fairly representative local authorities in the 
United Kingdom and found a wide varia- 
tion in the cement content of items that 
could be comparatively constant and to 
adequate standards of construction for the 
various classes of work. 

3.—Appendix 1 sets out recommended 
standards of construction for the com- 
ponent parts of a house. 

4.—The application of the recommenda- 
tions should result in the use of not more 
than 6 to 74 tons of cement (apart from 
prefabricated materials, e.g., concrete tiles) 
for building a normal brick house of 1,000 
sq. ft. gross. This allowance should cover 
all cement requirements, including oversite 
concrete or solid concrete ground floors, 
drains, paths, lintols, fences, etc. The 
higher figure should include rough-casting, 
although few cases require it where 11-in. 
hollow-wall construction is adopted. This 
recommended range is considerably below 
the average of the cement actually specified 
in the bills of quantities examined, exclud- 
ing abnormal requirements for special 
conditions. 

5.—It was noted from the bills that cement 
consumption rises steeply when rich mixes 
are used. This applies particularly in the 
case of mortar for brickwork, which 
accounts for more cement than any other 
single item in a house. The Sub-Com- 
mittee endorses the Building Research 
Station’s recommendation for gauging 
mortar with lime, which gives better results 
than cement alone and saves about two- 
thirds of the cement. 

6.—It is not suggested that the growing use 
of clinker cement concrete blocks for the 
internal linings of 11-in. hollow walls to 
improve their insulation values should be 
discontinued. The figures do not, however, 
allow for concrete walled houses. 

7.—Many carriage-ways and footpaths 
are now being constructed of other 
materials than concrete. This should be 
encouraged. 

8.—Appreciable savings in cement could 
be made by applying the recommendations 
also to dwellings in flats and other small- 
scale buildings. 

9.—Appendix 2 gives information on 
quality control of concrete. 


APPENDIX 1 
ACORN (subject to bye-laws) 


: 3 : 6 mix—cement : sand : 
coarse aggregate. 

To be 4 in. thick, 1: 3:6 mix 
—cement : sand : coarse 


aggregate. 


Concrete in founda- 
tions. 
Oversite concrete ... 
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Concrete to solid As for oversite concrete. 


ground floors. 

In situ grano floors... 1 of cement : 1 sand : 14 to2 
crushed granite passing a 
1/8-in. square mesh. Thick- 
ness not less than ? in. 

: 2:5 mix—cement : sand : 
coarse aggregate. 

Omit if sub - soil dry (ie, 
chalk, gravel, etc.), other. 
wise fill to ground level with 
concrete. 1710 mix 
cement : aggregate. 

(@), with good hydraulic lime 

: 2 mix—hydraulic lime: 
ome ; (b) with lime mortar 
other than hydraulic ; nor- 
mal exposure, cement: 
lime : sand; 1:2 :8—9; 
severe exposure or work in 


Concrete in steps ... 


Concrete fill to cavity 


Mortar _ brickwork 
(except piers). 


winter, 1:1:6; inside 
work, 1 : 3 : 10—12. 
Mortar to brick piers 1 : 3 mix—cement : sand. 
Rendering to chim- 1:3 : 8 mix—cement : lime 
ney breasts. sand. 
Mortar to slate 1: 3 mix—cement: sand; or use 


d.p.c. a bitumen d.p.c. 
Mortar to pots and 1:1 : 6 mix—cement : 
vents. sand. 
Mortar to clinker As for brickwork. 
concrete partitions. 
Clinker concrete 
block partitions. 
Concrete hearths 


lime : 


Thickness not to exceed 2} in. 


To be 4 in. thick ; 1:2:4 
mix—cement: sand: coarse 
MB ay mm 

:2 :4 mix—cement : 
coarse aggregate. 

Varies with backing, exposure 
and type of finish. Spatter- 
dash coat: :3) mix— 
cement : sand. For rough 
cast finish, moderate ex- 


Lintols sand : 


External rendering to 
brickwork. 


posure, 1 : 1 ement : 
lime : sand. 
Internal rendering to Undercoat 1: 1 : 6 mix— 
walls. cement lime sand. 
Finishing coat 1 : 2 : 9 mix 
—cement : lime : sand. 
Concrete paths 1:3 : 6 mix—cement : sand : 
coarse aggregate; or use 
tarmacadam. 
Concrete around 1 : 3 : 6 mix—cement : sand: 
fence posts. coarse aggregate 6 in. thick. 
Foundations toman- To be 4 in. thick. on good 
holes. ground, 1 : 6 mix— 
cement sand coarse 
aggregate. 


Mortar to brickwork 1:2 :8 mix—cement : lime: 


in manholes. sand. 
Rendering to man- Omit where reasonable. 
holes. 


Cover slabs to man- 1 :2 : 4 mix—cement : sand : 


oles. f coarse aggregate. 
Jointing of draimS ..._ 1 : 2 mix—cement : sand. 
APPENDIX 2. 


Quality Control of Concrete 

Improvements could be made immediately on small 

jobs if control were exercised. Some of these im- 
provements are : 

(1) Grading. The aggregate could be more 
effectively controlled if the coarse aggregate 
was obtained in two sizes for 3-in. maximum 
nominal size, and three sizes for 1}-in. 
maximum nominal size. 

(2) Size of Aggregate. The aggregate of the largest 
maximum size practicable should be used in all 
cases provided that segregation does not occur 
and that full compaction is achieved. Thus a 
mix to give medium workability with 11-in 
gravel aggregate and a water-cement ratio 
a -55 would require to be of proportions 

: 6.3 by weight, whereas a similar mix with 
iin gravel aggregate would require to be 
: 5.4 by weight. 

(3) sear Wherever possible materials should 
be batched by weight. There are many small 
weigh-batchers now being manufactured 
capable of feeding small concrete mixers of the 
10/7 and 14/10 sizes. In the event of manu- 
factured weigh-batchers not being available 
much could be done with improvised weighing 
apparatus. 

Alternatively, if volume batching must be 
resorted to, considerable improvement in 
uniformity may be obtained (a) by making an 
average allowance for the bulking of the sand 
(this also will avoid the use of a mix richer than 
that specified) and (b) the use of deep gauge 
boxes of small cross-section instead of shallow 
boxes as used now, to avoid excessive errors 
due to irregularities in filling to a given height. 

(4) In mass concrete work plums should be used 
wherever possible. 

(5) Cement bags should never be split, cement 
always being used either by the bag or by 
weighing the cement. 

(6) The immediate application of the use of weigh- 
batching or accurate volume batching and of 
graded aggregates can for equal concrete 
quality allow the use of a somewhat leaner mix. 
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USE OF CEMENT IN ENGINEERING 
AND LARGE-SCALE BUILDING 


Economy Memorandum PI.31/6 states : 

1.—This Memorandum is based on the 
Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on 
Engineering and Large-scale Building of 
the Committee on Cement Economy 
appointed by the Minister of Works. _ 

2.—The Sub-Committee had two main 
considerations in mind; 

(a) the need to concentrate first on 
those items where cement saving might 
be realised at an early date, and 

(b) the need to ensure that economies 
would not be recommended which might 
reduce the quality of the work done, 
or involve shortening the life of a 
structure. 
3.—The problems of large-scale projects 

such as dams and bridges, which take a 
long time to design and build, have not yet 
received close attention, nor has_ the 
possibility of the use of prestressed 
concrete been considered. 


Savings. 

4.—Items on which immediate savings 
in cement are possible are set out in the 
following paragraphs. 

Mortars and Renderings 

"5—Lime-cement mixes for mortars and 
renderings to the latest Codes of Practice 
should be used. Frequently a 1:3 
cement mortar is specified for all types 
of brickwork. Such a mixture often is not 
only unnecessarily strong for certain parts 
of the work, but may even be undesirable. 
Much cement might be saved if this practice 
were watched more closely. The use of 
cement rendering should, where possible, 
be avoided. 

Sewers and Drains 

6.—Careful planning of the layout of 
sewers and drains should lead to economy 
in cement use. Services should be grouped 
to simplify and reduce runs of drain con- 
nections, and particularly to avoid an 
excessive number of manholes. Manholes, 
too, should be of brickwork and do not 
require flat concrete roofs if corbelling is 
used. 

7.—On good hard soil the bedding of 
pipes could well be carried out in a lean 
Portland cement concrete mix, or a 
hydraulic lime concrete could be used. 
Concrete surrounds can be omitted where 
not required for structural stability. 
Approach roads, footpaths, paved areas, 

parking places, etc. 

8.—A pitched or hardcore base, with a 
bituminous surface, should be substituted 
for concrete in all these. Suitable types of 
natural stone kerbs can replace precast 
concrete kerbs. 

9.—If a concrete road is particularly 
desired, its construction should be deferred 
until cement supply becomes easier, a 
temporary road surface being used for 
building traffic. Where soil conditions 
are suitable and traffic is light, some 
economy in cement may be achieved by the 
use of stabilised soil roads, surface- 
dressed if necessary. 

10.—Portland cement 
used as a filler. 
Foundations of Structures and Work Below 

Ground 

11.—A proper investigation of the soil 
properties before the final design stage 
would often lead to important economies 
in foundation of structures. 

12.—Where poor soils are encountered 
and deep foundations are necessary, the 
lower layers of foundations can often 
consist of a lean concrete or even well 
graded, well compacted gravel, or other 
granular materials, where lateral spread is 
not a possible danger. 


should not be 
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Floors 

13.—Solid. concrete slabs should be 
avoided for floors; ribbed floors, hollow- 
beam, hollow-block and hollow-tiled floors, 
etc., should be used instead of solid con- 
crete. 
Deferment of Work 

14.— Immediate saving of large quantities 
of cement would be possible if certain 
work were temporarily deferred, for 
instance, the paving of footpaths, the 
omission of external renderings on build- 
ings (especially for decorative purposes) 
provided the durability of the buildings 
were not affected thereby. 
Concrete Mixes 


15.— Considerable cement economies 
would be made in concrete mixes for all 
purposes, if quality control were universally 
exercised. 

An appendix similar to Appendix 2 of 
Memorandum PI.31/5 accompanies Mem- 
orandum PI.31/6. 


FUTURE OF BUILDING 
INDUSTRY 
Mr. Coppock Addresses Operatives 


THE building industry will not be 
nationalised during the present Parlia- 
ment, Mr. R. Coppock, C.B.E., general 
secretary of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives, told the 
audience at a building workers’ rally at 
Tunbridge Wells on June 15. 

Replying to a question, Mr. Coppock 
said that the dndustry would not be 
nationalised before the General Election, 
but that after that anything could happen. 


There was still some shortage of build- 
ing materials, he said, but the chief diffi- 
culties local authorities were now facing 
were financial. “ We still want 4,000,000 
houses,” he said, “less the 750,000 we 
have already built. The problem is be- 
coming pretty serious. Material prices 
are high because of the economic situa- 
tion. 

“The only way of pulling down costs 
was by full employment in the building 
industry. 

“There will be changes—there will be 
revolutionary changes,” Mr. Coppock 
added. “What these changes are I don’t 
know, but there is fear and trepidation 
in some people’s minds at the thought of 
payment by results. |Full employment 
brings its own responsibilities.” 
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RECONDITIONING IN 
TOWN AND COUNTRY 


A London Conference 


Miss JupiTH — LEDEBOER, M.A., 

A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. . A. JENSEN, 
B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., Director 
of Housing, Paddington, were among the 
speakers at the conference, “New 
Hearths for Old,” organised by the 
Women’s Advisory Council on Solid 
Fuel, at the R,LB.A., on June 15. 
_ Speaking on the subject of recondi- 
tioning country cottages, Miss Ledeboer 
said that under the Housing Bill now 
going through Parliament, grants would 
be made available to local authorities 
and to private owners towards the con- 
version of accommodation to be made 
fit for another 30 years. This implied, 
In many cases, provision of extra 
accommodation, bathroom and w.c., hot 
water and probably new cooking facili- 
ties. 

In country districts the installation of 
a new hot water system raised the prob- 
lem of the position of the appliance, the 
provision of adequate heat in the kit- 
chen/living room, and the securing of 
hot water in the summer. Adjustment 
to suit the variety of plan types resulting 
in conversion was made easy by the 
availability of a number of appliances, 
such as the modern ranges and the all- 
purpose combination units. 


Reconditioning in Cities. 


_Mr. Jensen, who sboke on the recon- 
ditioning of properties in cities, said: 
“The whole problem of conversion of 
building to another type of use is, of 
necessity, one involving a great deal of 
compromise, and, ultimately, can only 
properly be considered as a short-term 
make-shift, pending the establishment of 
conditions necessary for a _ long-term 
solution. Pre-war, a considerable 
amount of work of this type was in pro- 
gress where it was no longer possible to 
maintain large town houses on the basis 
of single family occupation; and where 
other circumstances precluded, or did 
not justify, complete redevelopment. ; 
Many of these schemes resulted in ex- 
tremely successful conversions, with, 
generally, a high level of amenity, and 


provided _ completely self-contained 
labour-saving flats on a commercial 
basis. To-day, however, the difficulties 


both as regards work being carried ou 
by private owners or by local authari- 
ties are far greater. It has always, in 
any event, been difficult to achieve a 
satisfactory standard—on present-day 
notions—of structural insulation, with- 
out resort to considerable expenditure. 
“The sum of £500 allowed to local 
authority for each family unit by con- 
version, permits little or no margin what- 
ever to provide anything but the bare 
essentials—compared with the cost of 2 
complete small semi-detached bijou 
residence of pre-war days, it may even 
so be wondered at the apparent disparity 
in costs. One of the primary reasons is. 
of course, the very great proportion of 
the expenditure which it is necessary 
to make in curing dry rot troubles.” 
Mr. Jensen added that only when it 
came to permanent new construction 
was it possible to aim at. anything like 
a radical and logical solution of so 
many of the heating and other problems. 
What appeared to have intriguing 
possibilities was the combination of the 
solution to the refuse disposal problem 
and to the domestic heating problem by 
combining the incineration of household 
refuse with a district heating scheme. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 
Solid Fuel Boiler Systenis 


THE Council for Codes of Practice has 
now issued, as a draft for comment, 
Code 403.103, “Small Boiler Systems 
Using Solid Fuel,” which was prepared 
on its behalf by a committee convened 
rd “ae Royal Institute of British Archi- 
ec 





This code deals with hot water supply 
systems and combined heating and hot 
water supply systems using solid fuel. 
It applies to independent boilers having 
from two to five sq. ft. of heating sur- 
face or back boilers having one to five 
sq. ft. of heating surface, fitted-in stoves, 
open fires or cooking ranges. The code 
describes both hot water supply systems 
and combined hot water supply and 
space-heating systems, and there are three 
diagrams to illustrate recommended 
arrangements for such systems. 

The code gives the basic design require- 
ments for installations in small dwelling 
houses of a floor area of about 1,000 
sq. ft.; the recommendations cover tem- 
peratures and draw-off quantities in rela- 
tion to capacities and fuel consumption. 
Advice is also given on the sizes of 
storage vessels, on pipe connections to 
them, and on the thermal insulation of 
pipes, cisterns and storage vessels to con- 
serve heat and to give protection from 
frost. The piping installation is dealt with 
very fully and there is information on 
radiators, towel rails, mixing valves and 
water blenders and valves and cocks. 

The appendices to the code include 
tables setting out basic heat requirements, 
additional heat requirements, typical 
thermal transmittance coefficients, and 
give examples showing how these tables 
may be used. Other tables show the 
recommended spacing for pipe supports 
and the maximum lengths of draw-off 
pipes. 

The code is in draft form and subject, 
before final publication, to revision in the 
light of comments received. Comments, 
which are invited, should be submitted 
by July 25, 1949. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution Sales and 
Distribution Department, 24, Géilling- 
ham-street, S.W.1, price 3s., post free, 
proof reference CP(B)857. 


Internal Plastering 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued, in final form, 
Code 211, “ Internal Plastering.” It incor- 
porates in one document the following 
head code and sub-codes :—Code 211, In- 
ternal plastering; 211.101, Backgrounds 
for internal plastering; 211.201, Internal 
lime plastering; 211.202, Internal gypsum 
and anhydrite plastering; 211.203, Internal 
cement plastering. 

This code was previously issued for 
comment both generally and to the 
various organisations representing the 
lime, cement and gypsum industries and 
other professional and trade bodies inti- 
mately concerned with its subject matter. 
It then’ consisted of a series of separate 
drafts bearing code numbers under the 
earlier numbering scheme, and these have 
now been revised, in the light of com- 
ments received, and amalgamated by the 
Drafting Committee convened by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 

The code, which is believed to be the 
first comprehensive treatise of its kind, 
deals with internal plaster finishes on all 
normal types of backgrounds. Special 
types, such as acoustic plasters, barium 
sulphate plasters, etc., are not dealt with. 

The technique of application is. con- 
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ance, but the code is not primarily con- 
cerned with this, as it assumes that skilled 
craftsmen will be employed. 

The head code contains an unusually 
extensive list of terms which, as far as is 
known, have here been accurately defined 
for the first time; also recommendations 
on points on which the building designer 
and others should exchange information, 
and on the preparation of the time 
schedule. A classified list of relevant 
British Standards and much information, 
either supplementary to the Standards or 
concerning materials for which there are 
no British Standards, are included. Fur- 
ther recommendations deal with the choice 
of types of plaster and backgrounds to suit 
specific internal conditions; the compara- 
bility of finishing coats, undercoats and 
backgrounds; the properties of the various 
kinds of plaster—resistance to knocks and 
abrasions, corrosive effects, etc.—and the 
general methods of proportioning and 
working with plaster. Common plaster- 
ing effects and their causes are set out, 
together with advice on avoiding or 
remedying them. 

The appendices to the head code include 
charts showing the interrelation of the 
various types of plaster, and tables set- 
ting out, in relation to backgrounds, suit- 
able combinations of undercoats and 
finishing coats, and recommendations ag 
to the number of plastering coats to be 
used. 

The four sub-codes deal in detail with 
the subjects indicated in their titles. In 
all cases the recommendations cover pro- 
portioning, application, drying intervals, 
and the suitability of backgrounds and 
other plastering coats. ; 

Copies may be obtained from the British 
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Standards Institution, Sales and Distribu- 
tion Department, 24, Gillingham-street, 
London, S.W.1, price 10s., post free, refer- 
ence CP 211 (1949). 


Mechanical Refrigeration 


THE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued, as drafts for 
comment, Part B, “ Thermal Insulation,” 
and Part C, “Safety,” of Code 406, 
“* Mechanical Refrigeration,’ each pre- 
pared on the Council’s behalf by a Com- 
mittee convened by the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. 

Part B deals with the design, construc- 
tion, installation, inspection and testing 
of thermal insulation as applied to cold- 
stores, buildings and refrigerating plant, 
to maintain a temperature below the 
ambient. 

Part C of the code deals with those 
safety features, in the design and instal- 
lation of refrigerating plant, which are 
considered necessary to safeguard life, 
health and property. The recommenda- 
tions cover mechanical strength, devices 
to relieve excessive pressure, protection 
against damage due to low evaporating 
temperatures or to the freezing of cool- 
ing liquids, safety of électrical installa- 
tion, provision of alarm signals, choice 
and storage of refrigerants and precau- 
tions against fire and accidents. Copies 
of these draft codes may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 
Sales and Distribution Department, 24- 
Gillingham-street, S.W.1, at the follow- 
ing prices:—Code 406, ‘ Mechanical 
Refrigeration,” Part B, “Thermal Insu- 
lation,” proof reference CP(B) 862, 3s. 
post free; Part C, “Safety,” proof refer- 
ence CP(B) 863, 2s., post free. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Hardwoods from Portugal and West 

Africa. 

Hardwoods of the graded square-edged 
variety can now be obtained from East 
Portugal and West Africa. The permit- 
ted quantity is small, and the volume 
authorised to an applicant will be res- 
tricted. 

Previously, there was a delay in the 
delivery of some contracts from _ these 
countries. Firms should therefore be 
certain of complete delivery by Decem- 
ber 31, 1949, before making applications 
to the Board of Trade Timber Control. 


Disposal of Surplus Non-Ferrous Metals. 


The Ministry of Supply announces that 
the functions of the Disposals Section of 
the Non-Ferrous Metals Directorate have 
been transferred to the Contracts 
Division of the Ministry. 

Inquiries regarding Government-owned 
surplus non-ferrous metals (scrap and 
semi-manufactured) should be made in 
the first. instance to:—DMinistry of 
Supply, Contracts Division (Disposals/ 
R.E. 7), Great Westminster House, 
Horseferry-road, London, S.W.1. Tel: 
Victoria 3811. Payment for surplus 
non-ferrous metals should be made to 
Ministry of Supply, A.G. 42(d), Adel- 
phi, John Adam-street, London, W.C.2, 
instead of to Rugby. 

These changes apply only to metal sold 
as surplus and do not affect virgin non- 
ferrous metals which will continue to 
be dealt with by the Non-Ferrous Metals 
Directorate, 20, Albert-street, Rugby. 


Imported Hardwood for Flooring Blocks. 

It has been found that the price limit 
of 10s. per cubic foot c.i.f. for hardwoods 
under the Hardwood Overseas Procure- 
ment Scheme Part III is too low for 
importers to obtain certain species which 
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are necessary for exceptional and special 
end uses. Ee 

If the end use stated on the application 
requires any of the listed species, a price 
exceeding 10s. per cubic foot c.i.f. will not 
prevent approval of the application, if the 
cost increase is not excessive. 

It should be noted that this applies 
only to certain hardwoods of maximum 
dimensions 4 in. by 44 in. by 48 in., e.g.: 

Muhuhu (stated to be a good substi- 
tute for Maple as flooring material). 

Rhodesian Teak (stated to be essential 
for certain floors). 

Touch Ash (dimension sizes for strik- 
ing, and certain other tools. Informa- 
tion as to the tools and dimensions to be 
stated). é ’ 

Teak (ceriain essential uses—Bobbin 
squares, some floors etc.). 

Poland and Siam are now added to 
the list of supplying countries. 

In order to obtain the usual lengths 
of strips for the manufacture of flooring, 
the length of 48 in. may be exceeded, 
provided the thicknesses are 1 in. or 
jt in. and the width 3/44 in. 


Turpentine. 

The Board of Trade remind retailers 
that, in order to save dollars, import 
licences for turpentine are issued subject 
to the condition that retail sales are only 
made for medical, veterinary and phar- 
maceutical purposes. Merchants buying 
from the importers are, under the terms 
of their contract, bound by this condition 
which must be strictly observed. 

Turpentine substitute is already largely 
used by the paint industry and is suitable 
for ordinary domestic purposes. It has 
the advantages of being efficient, cheap, 
and in free supply. 


A Groundnuts Township 


MR. FRANK TAYLOR, in a statement to 
shareholders of Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., 
said that in Southern Province, Tangan- 
yika, the Overseas Food Corporation had 
entrusted the firm with a contract in con- 
nection with the groundnuts scheme, 
which involves building a township ulti- 
mately capable of housing 2,000 Euro- 
peans, 4,000 Asiatics- and 16,000 
Africans. The Company is equipping this 
township with all necessary services and 
amenities, including the domestic furni- 
ture which they are manufacturing from 
timber they fell in the district. 

Taylor Woodrow recently completed 
the laying of a six-inch welded steel pipe- 
line to carry oil and petrol from the 
coast through virgin country to the centre 
of the groundnuts area, a distance of 127 
miles. The architects for the township 
are Messrs. Arcon, of London. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


A Builder’s Estate. 

The late Major Alfred D. S. Rice, 
building contractor, of Streatham, left 
£164,594. 


Lifting Floor Tiles. 


The Building Research Station, Gar- 
ston, Watford, Herts, has issued Digest 
No. 7, “ The Lifting of Clay and Con- 
crete Floor Tiles.” 


30,000 Apprentices. 


The Ministry of Works announce that 
some 30,000 boys are now in indentured 


apprenticeship under the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council 
scheme. 
Institute of Welding President. 

Mr. O:.-V: S. Bulleid, C.BE., 


M.I.Mech.E., has been elected President 
of the Institute of Welding for the year 
1949-50, and Mr. C. S. Milne has been 
elected Vice-President. 


B.R.F. Film in Venice Festival. 


The British Road Federation’s recently 
completed film, “One Way Only,” has 
been selected for showing at the Venice 
Film Festival of 1949 to be held from 
August 11 to September 1. 


Engagements Transfer. 


Engagements of the King’s Cross and 
Pentonville Permanent Building Society 
are being transferred to the Isle of 
Thanet Building Society as from Septem- 
ber 1, subject to approval by the Regis- 
trar of Friendly Societies. 


Timber Control Staff Changes. 


The Timber Control announces that 
Mr. A. Alec-Smith has resigned the post 
of area officer, Area 1, Hull, which he 
has occupied since the inception of the 
Control in September, 1939. Mr. 
E. C. G. Millidge, recently appointed 
area officer, Area 3, Nottingham, will 
return to the Hull office to succeed him. 
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are changing to 









U.D.C. Chairman Elected. 


Mr. Maynard J. Goslett, J.P., a direc- 
tor of Messrs. Alfred Goslett and Co., 
Ltd., sanitary and heating equipment 
specialists and builders’ merchants, has 
been elected chairman of Bushey Urban 
District Council and chairman of the 
Housing Committee for the second suc- 
cessive year. 



















































Interest on Housing Loans. : 


West Lancashire Rural District Council 
is to make a recommendation to the Min- 
istry of Health for the interest on hous- 
ing loans to be reduced from 34 to 24 
per cent. to assist in maintaining lower 
rents for the council houses. It is argued 
that many people are unable to pay the 
high rents necessitated by the’ Ministry 
of Health’s demands for high housing 
standards. 


L.M.B.A. Cricket Win. 


The L.M.B.A. won a last minute vic- 
tory over the Blue Circle Sports Club at 
Snaresbrook recently, the winning hit 
coming from the second ball of the last 
over. A gratifying number of L.M.B.A. 
supporters, including the President, Mr. 
Nigel Hannen, and Mr. J. G. Galbraith, 
attended the match, and all were cordial 
in their praise of the arrangements made 
by the Club for their comfort. 


Builders at Golf. 


The Autumn meeting of the Building 
and Allied Trades Golfing Association 
will be held at Wentworth on Tuesday, 
September 27. Entry forms and a copy 
of the Association’s rules—which include 
a provision that only directors, partners 
and principal executives are eligible for 


membership—may be obtained from the 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Hubert H. Hill, 
Monument Station Buildings, King 


William-street, E.C.4, 


M.O.T.C.P. Regulation Note. 


The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning has issued a regulation slip 
(1949 No. 1176) concerning the extension 
of the period for making claims for pay- 
ment under the scheme in respect of de- 
preciation of land values under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, in the 
case of certain interests in mineral bear- 
ing land, from June 30, 1949 to Decem- 
ber 31, 1949. It is obtainable from 
H.M.S.O., price one penny. 


C.L.B. Compulsory Purchase Orders. 
The Central Land Board have made 





two Compulsory Purchase Orders in res- 
pect of plots of land at Hillside-road, 
Leighton Buzzard, and Whirlow-lane, 
Sheffield. Notice of the Orders has been 
served on the owners, Mr. Hugh Bunker 
Price, in respect of the Leighton Buzzard 
plot, and Earl Fitzwilliam’s Wentworth 
Estates Company, in respect of the Shef- 
field plot. The Board have now made 
five Compulsory Purchase Orders. 





AYGEE 
METAL WINDOWS 


because of 


Exhibition of Interior Decoration. 


The newly formed Interior Decoration 
Design Centre of the British Colour 
Council will hold its first exhibition of 
interior decoration at 13, Portman-square 
in October. H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth, 
Duchess of Edinburgh, who is the Patron 
of the Council, has suggested that the 
theme of the exhibition should be “ Col- 
ours and Designs.of British China.” Her f, 
Royal Highness has further suggested 
that special emphasis should perhaps be 
placed on Chelsea China. The influence 
of this theme will be seen in carpets 
lumishing fabrics, pottery, wallpaper, 


DESIGN 
2. CRAFTSMANSHIP 
3. DELIVERY 

4. SERVICE 


Population Changes. 


Following the published findings of the 
Royal Commission on Population, the 
Ordnance Survey have issued a number 
of maps, prepared by the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning, which show 
the total a in population for the 
periods 1921-31 and 1931-39. Other 
maps will shortly be published showing 
changes due to migration only. By the 
use of colours these maps indicate which 
parts of the country show an increase 
in population and which show a decrease. 


linoleum, etc., which are suitable for use 
homes of to-day. Furniture in har- 
Mony with the chosen textiles and wall- 
paper will also be shown. The exhibit- 


fn will be selective and the British Col- 
sur Council is asking members of the 
lerier Decoration Design Centre to 
wbmit examples and designs. 


100, Westminster Bridge Rd., S.E.1 
‘phone : WATerloo 6314 (6 lines) 


H* 
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British Standards. 

The British Standards Institution has 
issued the following British standards for: 
“ Wrought Aluminium Rainwater 
Goods” (B.S. 1543 : 1949) and “ Office 
Equipment (Metal)” (B.S. 1558 : 1949). 
Copies of each are obtainable from 
British Standards Institution, Sales Dept., 
24, Gillingham-street, S.W.1, at 2s. 6d. 
and 2s. respectively. 


Electric Wiring Systems. 

The Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued in final form 
Code 321.101, * Choice, Installation and 
Maintenance of Electric Wiring Systems 
(for power, lighting or heating circuits) 
in Buildings.” The code was previously 
issued as a draft for comment and, in 
the light of comment received, has been 
revised by a committee convened by the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers. Copies 
of this code may be obtained from 24, 
Gillingham-street, S.W.1, price 4s., refer- 
ence CP 321.101(1949). 


A Safety Colour Code. 

Many large firms have their own col- 
our code for safety and pipe indentifica- 
tion, but from long experience in advis- 
ing on colour and lighting in industrial 
buildings the British Colour Council, 13, 
Portman-square, W.1, advocates that a 
national, if not an international, standard 
should be adopted. At the request of 
many users of the Council’s publication 
“Colour and Lighting in Factories and 
Offices,” there has been issued a new 
card showing colours for machinery, the 
safety colour code and pipe identification. 


Hardboard Faced Flush Doors. 

A technical committee of the British 
Standards Institution, having approved 
recommendations of an_ investigating 
panel set up at the request of the Flush 
Door Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd., to 
examine the suitability of hardwood as 
a facing to flush doors, has now agreed 
an addendum to B.S. 459 Part 2, “ Flush 
Wood Doors,” as follows :— “ As an in- 
terim measure, pending a revision of B.S. 
459 Part II to include performance tests, 
the use of hardboard in lieu of plywood 
in internal doors is permitted subject to 
the construction of the core being agreed 
between the purchaser and supplier.” 


Renewed Service. 


Following the annual meeting of the 
Gauge and Tool Makers’ Association on 


June 29, Mr. _ OF. Halliwell, 
M.I.Mech.E., M.I.P.E., chairman and 
managing director of. Messrs. Gay’s 


(Hampton) Ltd., was re-elected president 
of the Association for the new ses- 
sion. Others re-elected were Mr. H. S. 
Holden, managing director of Messrs. 
Brooke Tool Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
(chairman), Mr. A. L. Dennison, M.I.P.E., 
chairman of Messrs. Birmingham Tool 
and Gauge Co., Ltd. (vice-chairman), 


and Mr. R._ Kirchner, M.I.P.E., 
A.M.I.Mech.E., director of Messrs. 
Arnott and Harrison Ltd. (honorary 
treasurer). 


T.D.A. Link with B.W.P.A. 

Negotiations for some form of liaison 
between the Timber Development Associ- 
ation and British Wood Preserving 
Association with a view to the efforts of 
the two associations being directed to 
make timber a better and more valuable 
material through correlation of policy 
and publicity have now been finalised, 
and Mr. H. A. Cox, who was, up to the 


end of 1947, in charge of External Rela- 
tions Department of the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, has been appointed 
as Secretary of the B.W.P.A. with effect 
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from May 18. Mr. Cox will be housed 
in the T.D.A. offices at 75, Cannon-street. 
There will be exchange of representatives 
on the respective committees. 


British Standards Addendum. 


_ The British Standards Institution has 
issued addendum P.D.905, which deals 
with building materials and components 
for housing, as the second edition to the 
British Standards Handbook No. 3: 1947. 
The addendum gives summaries of a fur- 
ther 25 new British standards in the 
building trade, together with summaries 
of 18 revisions of British standards which 
appeared in the original handbook; a 
numerical list and subject index aré also 
included. Addendum P.D.905 is priced at 
5s. (post free), and may be obtained from 
the Sales Department, British Standards 
Institution, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1, from 
whom copies of the handbook, price 21s. 
(post free), may still be bought. 


Natural Durability of Timber. 


Although timber has been used for 
centuries for all kinds of structural work 
there is very little reliable information 
available on its durability. For this 
reason it was decided in 1932 to carry 
out field service tests to determine the 
natural durability of a comprehensive 
range of home grown and imported 
timbers and “ Forest Products Research 
Records, No. 30. The Natural Dura- 
bility. of Timber,” published for the 
D.S.I-R. by H.M.S.O. price 6d. (20 cents 
U.S.A.), by post 7d., gives an account of 
the work carried out so far. As well 
as giving the results obtained for about 
100 different species the record includes 
a tentative durability classification, with 
some suggestions for its use. 
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TRADE NEWS 


A Birmingham Factory. 


Messrs. Hollis Bros, and Co., Ltd, ¢ 
Craven Hall, Hull, laid over 900 sq. yi 
of Canadian birch block flooring in th 
Birmingham factory of Messrs. Chambe 
lain, King and Jones, Ltd., illustrated j 
our issue for June 17. 


Elected to Membership. 


At a recent meeting of the Coung 
of the English Joinery Manufacturer 
Association (Incorporated), when th 
President, Mr. John Duxbury, was in tk 
chair, Messrs. Tom M. Scotney Ltd., gj 
London-road Saw Mills, St. Ives, Hunt 
were elected members of the Association 


A New Book on Acoustics. 


Messrs. Horace W. Cullum and (y, 
Ltd., soundproofing and acoustical engi 
eers and contractors, Flower’s Mew 
N.19, who, in March this year, celebratej 
their 50th anniversary, announce that the 
are soon to issue a comprehensive te 
book dealing with the practical applic. 
tion of acoustic principles. 


















Catalogues. 


We acknowledge receipt of the folloy- 
ing catalogues, etc.: “ The Calfdozer 
Messrs. Aveling-Barford, Ltd.,  Grat- 
tham, England; “ Fan Engineering Equip 
ment and Industrial Gas Systems”— 
Messrs. Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mil 
Mead-road, Tottenham, London, N.1I7; 
“ Zinc Alloy Die Castings in Motor Cars” 
and “ Z.D.A. Abstracts ”"—-The Zinc Dz 
velopment Association, Lincoln Hous, 
Turl-street, Oxford; “Vibroblock Machin 
and Special Moulds,” “ Vibrating Tam: 
per Unit” and “ Pan Vibrators ”—Messrs, 
E. P. Allam and Co., Ltd., 45, Grea 
Peter-street, London, S.W.1; “ Alumir 
ium and Aluminium Alloy Electrical 
Conduit and Fittings °—The Aluminium 
Development Association, 33, Grosvenor 
street, London, W.1. 


Portable All-Steel Classrooms. 


A prototype portable steel classroom 
building, built to the design of the Chief 
Architect, Department of Public Works, 
Hobart, has been erected on the Ministry 
of. Works site behind the Tate Gallery, 
London. The building was inspected last 
week by the Honourable Robert Cosgrove, 
Prime Minister and Minister of Education, 
Tasmania. 

The patentees and sole manufacturers 
are Messrs. E. C. Mussett and Co., of 
Lloyds Bank Chambers, Woodwarde-toad, 
S.E.22, and main feature of the system of 
construction is the interlocking flat gal 
vanised steel sheets so as to give a In 
square vertical pier at the interlocking 
point, i.e., at 2-ft. centres. Through thes 
centres }-in. diameter steel rods connet 
to top and base angle frames to form 
wall of any desired length, the sheets fit 
ting flush and having no bolt projections 
The roof is constructed on the same pri 
ciple, and the room and wall connections 
are so arranged as to provide a 1-in. aff 
vent at the eaves. wei 

This system of construction 1s coh 
sidered to be particularly suitable for 
small portable buildings, such as garage 
store sheds, workshops, etc. It is by t 
introduction of a laterally placed T-bw 
that the height of the standard structut 
may be increased for schoolroom put 
poses. Lining may be carried out Wi 
any suitable material to give an air spat 
of approximately 1 in. between the inner 
and outer walls. The floor covering 10 the 
prototype building is a heavy duty rie 
compound supplied by Messrs. Stevel 
and James, Ltd. 
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LINSEED STRAW 
Uses of Waste Material 


More than 200,000 tons of linseed 

straw was produced in 1948. Most of 
this was waste material, to be disposed 
of only by burning, for it takes several 
years to rot down under normal condi- 
tions. An investigation has ascertained 
that linseed straw has several actual and 
potential uses. The straw, or its pro- 
ducts, can be used in the paper, board, 
and linoleum industries, and a wax has 
been extracted from it. The fibre has 
been found to be a good substitute for 
jute. 
, The investigation was carried out 
under the auspices of D.S.I.R. with the 
co-operation of various Research Associa- 
tions, Universities, and Government 
Departments. 

The growing of linseed in Britain has 
been greatly increased in the last year or 
two because of the shortage of linseed 
oil, which is used in the paint and lino- 
leum industries in large quantities. In 
1948 the 86,000 acres producing linseed 
yielded about 2} tons of straw per acre. 
The problem was to find uses for this 
waste material, preferably uses that would 
save imports. 

There are three materials that might be 
made use of—the whole straw, the fibre, 
and the “shives,” or woody part. The 
investigation has shown that all three 
can be utilised in industry. 

The whole straw can be used for mak- 
ing building board, paper cardboard and 
acking and insulating materials. A wax 
as been extracted from the straw which 
may prove commercially attractive. The 
wax can also be extracted from the fibre, 
shives, and the dust arising from proces- 
sing the straw. 

The fibre produced from the whole 
straw can be spun as a textile and both 
the long line fibre and the shorter tow 
have been spun successfully on existing 
jute machinery. The resulting yarn 
has a strength compared with jute yarn 
of nearly 75 per cent. Jute, all of which 
has to be imported, now costs five times 
as much as it did before the war and it 
is hoped that the linseed fibre can be 
produced at a cost which compares 
favourably with it. The fibre is already 
being used for the backing of carpets. 

A powder, made by grinding the shives, 
has been used experimentally to make 
linoleum, replacing the wood flour which 
at present forms the filler. The shives, 
bonded with plastic, also. make building 
board, and they can be burned as a fuel. 
_ More efficient methods of fibre extrac- 
tion are being investigated, as are other 
possible uses. Details are available from 
the D.S.I.R., Rex House, 4-12, Regent- 
street, London, S.W.1. 


COLOURED ROADS 


Experiments at Road Research 
Laboratory 


EXPERIMENTS carried out by the Road 
Research Laboratory, D.S.LR., have pro- 
duced asphalt in colours such as cream, 
yellow, red, green and blue at a cost not 
very much greater than that of ordinary 
asphalt, 

. Coloured asphalts made from pig- 
Mented “albino” bitumens have been 
used for many years but they are much 
More costly than ordinary asphalt. Only 
dark shades can be produced because of 
the intrinsic darkness of the bitumen. 
the new bright colours are made by 
using a proprietary brand of resinous 
binder known as “Cados.” It is more 


translucent than albino bitumen and its 
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cost compares favourably with that of 
ordinary bitumen. Using this binder and 
a clean white aggregate such as calcined 
flint it is possible to obtain a fine white 
asphalt which can be easily coloured with 
any desired pigment. The addition of 
4 per cent. of titanium oxide, for instance, 
gives a creamy white. Effective reds 
and yellows, greens and blues have been 
made with as little as 2 per cent. of other 
pigments. 

The materials have not yet been tested 
under traffic, but a small area in four 
colours at the Laboratory is giving pro- 
mising results. Trial areas on roads and 
footpaths are being planned and the re- 
sults of large scale trials on public roads 
should be available in a few months’ time. 


HOUSES OR SCHOOLS ? 


THE question as to whether the build- 
ing of houses should take precedence 
over the building of schools has been 
raised by Southport Town Council. 

_The debate arose over a proposal to 
build a secondary modern school costing 
£156,895, and CouNCILLOR P. CARTER, 
pointing to a scale. model of the school 
on the table, remarked: “If I was living 
in the conditions of some people, I would 
sweep that lot off the table.” 

ALDERMAN H. W. BARBER, chairman 
of the Finance Committee, moved back 
a proposal to extend the technical col- 
lege at a cost of £109,000, and said the 
cost would build 88 houses. “It is no 
use spending huge sums on the educa- 
tion of children if they have to live in 
overcrowded and _ unsatisfactory  sur- 
roundings,” he said. 

Other speakers urged that it was the 
wrong time to spend money on new 
schemes when building costs were at peak. 

ALDERMAN H. W. BELLIs, chairman of 
the Housing Committee, said they had 
utility in food, housing and other direc- 
tions and it would do no harm if child- 
ren had utility, education for the time 
being. 

The proposal by Alderman Barber was 
carried by a large majority. 
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tories 


at Cousin-la. 


at Eastleigh Police Station. 
Castle, Winchester. 


and sewage disposal works at Brocton. 
Nixon, C., Council Offices, 7, St. Mary’s gr. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


girls’ 
School. 
House, Colston-ave. Dep. 


la. estate, Cannock-rd. 
Town Hall. 


Henleaze. 
Eagle House, Colston-ave. 


at Beacon site, 
(F.), County A., Truro. Dep. £5 5s. 


Burmaston, near Derby. 
Boro’ A. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Housing Committee recommended 
to T.C. that contract be placed with Cruden 
Houses, Ltd., for 100 Dunedin four-apartment 
houses at Kaimhill. 

Ballieston.— Plans 


in hand for cinema at 
Main-st. site for the Caledonian Associated 
Cinema Corporation, Ltd., Royal Bank-bldgs., 
Drummond-st., Inverness, for which the archi- 
tects are MacAndrews & Jenkins, Royal Bank- 
bldgs., Drummond-st., Inverness. , 

Busby.—New Lanarkshire workshops are to 
be erected for Cameron & Son, for which the 
architects are Robertson & Gordon Shaw, 119, 
Wellington-st., Glasgow, y. : 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions, etc., at 300 to 316 Dobbies Loan, 
Parliamentary-rd., for Thomas MacIntyre & 
Co., Ltd., for which the architects are Watson 
Salmond & Gray, Centra] Station-bldgs., Union- 
st.. Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions to be 
made at 20 to 26, Charing Cross-mans., St. 
George’s-rd., for F. W. Woolworth & Co., Lid., 
from plans by their own architects, Martins 
Bank-bldgs., Water-st., Pierhead, Liverpool. 

Glasgow.—Alterations and additions proposed 
at 2 to 28, Berkeley-st., for Macharg, Rennie & 
Lindsay, Ltd., for which the architects are 
James Taylor, Thomson & MacCrae, 212, Bath- 
st., Glasgow, C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions at Milnpark-rd. and Portman-st. for 
George Galloway & Co., Ltd., Middlesex-st., for 
which the architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie, 
120, Blythswood-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for alterations and 
additions at 85 to 127, Portman-st., for John S. 
Craig & Co., Ltd., for which the architects are 
Campbell & Hisiop, The Provident Institution- 
bldgs., St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Avvointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages: of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list’ see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (tT) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JULY 9. 
+*Newcastle-upon-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board.—Conversion into maternity unit, Beulah 
House, Blyth. J. Walter Hanson & Son, archi- 
tects, 123, Northumberland-st., Newcastle. 
JULY 12. 
+*Gloucester T.C.—Extensions at New Heat 
Engines, Automobile, and Brickwork Labora- 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 13. 
*Halifax C.B.—36 aged person’s bungalows 
B.E., Crossley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Hants. ©.C.—Senior police officers’ houses 
County A., The 
Dep. £1 1s. 
JULY 14. 2 
*Canterbury T.C.—Kitchen and dining-room. 


City A., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 


+Stafford R.D.C.—Eight houses with —— 


+*Surrey C.C.—Adaptations, repairs and re- 


decorations to Hambledon Homes, Hambledon. 
County A., Kingston. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 15. a 
+*Bristol T.C.—Alterations and additions to 
dept., Merrywood Secondary Grammar 

J. Nelson “et City A., Eagle 


t*East Suffolk c.¢.—Canteen_ kitchen and 


dining-room, Stonham Aspall Voluntary School. 
E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., Ipswich. 
£2 2s. 


Dep. 


*Wolverhampton €.B.—50 houses, Underhill- 
Director of Housing, 
Dep. £5 5s. 
JULY 18. 
+*Bristol T.C.—New infants’ school, Park-gr., 
J. Nelson Meredith (F.). City A., 
Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Cornwall C.C.—New county infants’ school 
Falmouth. Sydney Gregson 
C.B.—Alterations to Coneygree Farm, 
Thos. W. East (F.), 
Dep. £ 


. £2 2s. 
+*Dukinfield T.C.—20 houses for aged persons 


*Derb 
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at Crescent-rd. Cruickshank & Seward (F.), 16 
Princess-st., Manchester, 1. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by August 12. 

*Isle of Ely C.C.—Cycle shed at Wisbech St. 


ary V.P. School. County A., County Hall, 
March. 

*Rowley Regis T.C.—10 houses at Brickhouse 
Farm estate. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*St. Austell U.D.C.—36 —— at Poltair. 
H. G. King, E. & S. Dep. 


2 2s. 
Sevenoaks U. ex _-Aleations and additions 
to war memorial. E. & S. 


*Wimbledon 7.C.—Conversion of ‘“ Eagle 
House.” High-st., into four flats. B.E. & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

JULY 19. 

Newport Pagnell R.D.C.—12 houses at 
Sherrington and 2 pairs at Lathbury. K. Travis, 
architect, 7, Station-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 20. 
Banbury T.C.—56 houses in 2 groups. B.S. & 


Architect, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £5 5s 
JULY 22. 

*Beckenham T.C.—20 maisonettes . ae 
rd., Coney Hall, West Wickham. B.E. & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2. 

t*Coventry City.—48 flats and 13 garages on 
Fletchamstead Highway housing estate. 
D. E. E. Gibson, City A., la, Warwick-row. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Rebuilding lava- 
tory wing and internal war damage repairs, 
etc., to pavilion at Morden recreation ground, 
Farm-rd. E. & S. 

JULY 23. 

*Dagenham 8B.C.—18 ag garages on 2 
sites. B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2 

~-  g B.C.—Memorial to civilian war 
dead. B.E. 

*Dudley Training College Council.—Kitchen 

and dining-room block at college. <A. C. H. 

Stillman (F.), architect and surveyor, County 

Education Offices, Earl-st., Stafford. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 25. 

*Great Yarmouth C.B.—Blocks of 4, 
houses at ig ger) College estate, 
(Development No. 12). B.E. 

t*Isle of Wight, C.C.—(1) Erection of County 
Primary School at Nine Acres, Newport; (2) 
erection of County Primary School at Lowther- 
ville, by ge County A., County Hall, New- 
port. £3 3s. Tenders by August 22. 

Ranvier TR. D.C.—19 houses at 3 sites. J. H. 
~ ay quantity surveyor, 26, Cornagehall- 

Helston. Dep. £2 2s. 

go U.D.C.—Repairs and decoration to 
26-108 (even) and 21-77 (odd), Homefield-rise. 
H. E. Morgan, Valuation and Estates Officer, 
The Priory, Church Hill. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Two pairs of houses, 


6, and 8 
Gorleston 


— 6, Rebels-la. B.E., 30, Alexandra-st. 
e 2. 

“Wayland R.D.C. — Public _ conveniences 
Queen’s-rd., Attleborough. J. & D. M. 


Watson, engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s s-gate, West- 
minster, London, 8.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Wembley T.C. —War damage repairs to Vale 
Farm swimming pool, W atford-rd. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 26. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Eight pairs of houses on 
Kinson estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

Devizes R.D.C.—Six houses and site works at 
Rowde. Edwards & Webster, architects, 32, 
Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Morley T.C.—74 houses at 3 sites. M. A. 
Brook (A.), Housing Director, National Provin- 
cial Bank-chbrs., Queen-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

Urmston U.D.C. —60 flats at Woodsend estate, 
Flixton. §&., Council Offices, Croft Bank-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wimbledon T.C.—Small office block, Randall’s 

Park Cemetery, Leatherhead. T. Webster, 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

‘Witnbledon T.C.—Convenience, eevee ae 
Cemetery, Leatherhead. T. Webster. _ & 


S. Dep. ‘£1 1 Is. 
JULY 27. 
Guildford ‘R.D.C.—Nine cottages at Church- 


a aoe. E. & S., Millmead House. Dep. 
2 2s. 
Northampton R.D.C.—64 houses at 6 sites. 


R. J. Miller, 
£2 2s 
LY 28. 


JU 
“Bury St. Edmunds T.C.—Two blocks of 3- 
storey flats at Mildenhall-rd. oe N.S. 
Goldsmith, B.E Dep. £2 2: 

JULY 29. 

Chatham T.C.—Four ~—e of 4 houses at 
Wapyfield estate. B.E. » Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Ploughley R.D.C.—Eight houses and 4 bunga- 
lows at Souldern. F. E. Openshaw (A.), 65, St. 
Giles-st., Oxford. Dep. £2. 

*Tutbury R.D.C.—10 houses on new estate off 
Beacon-rd., Rolleston. R. 8. Litherland (L.), 
10, High-st., Burton-on-Trent. Dep. £1 1s. 

Wayland R.D.C.—Public conveniences at 
Queen’s-rd.. Attleborough. J. D. & D. M. 


architect, 1, Cheyne Walk. Dep. 


Watson, MM.I.C.E., 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, 
S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s. 

JULY 30. 
*Chester T.C.—Alterations to St. Martin’s 
House, St. Martin’s Fields. City S. 
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*“*THE BUILDER” PRICES 
COPPER CYLINDERS AND BOILERS 


The Scottish Association of Manufacturing 
Coppersmiths, in agreement with the Ministry of 
Works, has for the second time this month 
reduced its maximum selling prices. 

The first reduction — 4 per cent. on the 
maximum selling prices—took effect from June 6. 
Following the further price reduction in copper 
and zinc, announced on June 10, the maximum 
selling prices of the Scottish Association have 
been lowered by a further 4 per cent., with effect 
from June 23, 1949. The Copper Cylinder and 
Boiler Manufacturers’ Association has recently 
made two reductions in current maximum 
selling prices, one of approximately 4 per cent. 
with effect from May 19, 1949, the second of 
approximately 5 per cent. with effect from 
June 20, 1949. In both cases the revised prices 
reflect the recently announced reductions ip the 
cost of raw materials. 











Shefheld T.C.—Bus garage and engineering 
workshops at Herries-rd. City A., Town Hall. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

tThedwastre R.D.C.—Eight houses with ser- 
vice read at Hessett. Hunt & Coates, 84, Guild- 


hall-st.. Bury St. Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 2. 
*Sevenoaks R.D.C.—18 eee. Palace estate, 
Otford. E. & 8. Dep. £2 
AUGUST 4. 
>. epee B.C.—80 dwellings, West End-la. 
- Harrold, T. ae 


UST 7. 

*Richmond a, T.C.—10 houses, Brough- 
ton-av.. Ham. B.E., Hotham House, ‘Heron.ct. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

NO DAT 

*Dudiey C.B.—316 houses rat Old Park Farm. 
T C., Council House. Dep. £5 5s. 

PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 22. 

*L.C.C.—External painting 1,107 flats on 

various estates. Director of Housing. Dep. £2. 
JULY 25. 


*isle of Ely C.C.—Decoration and repairs at 
various schools. County <A., County Hall, 
March. 

*Luton Boro.—External redecoration of 93 
houses and 91 prefabricated bungalows. B.E. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 27. 

*Deptford T.C.—Decoration of various build- 

ings. B.E. & §. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
JULY 19. 

Carlisle T.C.--Roads a, Sewers at London- 

rd. site. City E. Dep. £2 
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JULY 22. 

Merthyr Tydfil C.B.—Advance peogetetion of 
housing site at _ Field , Town 
Hall. Dep. £1 

“aULY 25. 

Epsom and Ewell T.C. —Roads and sewers at 
Wells estate. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep, 
£2 2s. 

Finchley T.C.—Surface water sewer at Dollis. 
ave. B.E. & S. Dep. £2. 

Horsham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at. Little. 
haven estate. C. G. Atkinson, M.Inst.Mun.E,, 
E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Wolverton U.D.C. ae. sewers, 
mains. etc., at Stony Stratford. E. & S., 
e = Market-sq., Stony Stratford. 

2 2s 


JULY 26. 

Biofield and Flegg R.D.C.—Construction of 
Burgh St. Margaret and Runham Water Supply, 
Contract No. 1. John Taylor & Sons, Artillery 
eee. Artillery-row, S.W.1. Dep. £5 (cheque 
only) 

*Hartley Wintney R.D.C.—Sewage disposal 
and pumping station at Hawley. E. & §, 
Council Offices. 

King’s Lynn T.C.—1,300 yds. of 9-in. 
Wootion-rd. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 29. 

Crompten U.D.C.—Advance qoovaseticn of 
Lower Rushcroft estate. A & S., Town Hall, 
Shaw, nr. Oldham. Dep. 

AUGUST : 

Old Fletton U.D.C.—14 miles of stoneware, 
concrete-tube and cast-iron sewers, etc., erec- 
tion of 2 pumping stations and extensions to 
sewage treatment works, etc. G. Keriey 
and Kaufman, 1, Victoria-st., $.W.1 Dep. 


£5 5s 
AUGUST 12. 

Macclesfield 7T.C.—Construction of sewers 
Contract No. 3, between Chester-rd outfall sewer 
and Ivy-rd. estate. Wilcox, Raikes & Marshall, 
33, Gt. Charles-st., Birmingham. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Factory Extension.—An_ extension 
is proposed to premises of Messrs. W. Howard 
Price, Ltd. (wholesale bedding manufacturers), 
Lower Coombe-st. 

Croydon.—Re-BUILDING.—The Modern Press, 
2, Oakfield-rd., erga rebuilding part of their 
printing works there. Plans by Messrs. Hooker 

& Rogers, 29, George-st., Croydon. 

* enten. —Suops an OFrFices.—South Suburban 
Co-op. Society, Ltd., 99, London-rd., W. Croy- 


water 
Coun- 
Dep. 


sewer at 


don, propose erecting sho) s and ottices, i= 
Church-st., adjacent to “ The Eagle ” f 
Croydon. — Factory _ ExTENsION. — gta 


K. D. G. Instruments, Ltd., propose extending 
their premises at Purley-way. 


Croydon. — REINSTATEMENT or CnHuURCH.— 
Trustees, Catholic Diocese of Southwark, 
Bishop’s House, St. George’s-rd., S.E.1, intend 


reinstating with alterations St. Gertrude’s B.C. 
Church, Purley-rd. 

Croy don.—Cuurch Hai.—Methodist Church 
Autherities (c/o E. F. Starling, 3, Addiscombe- 
rd., E. Croydon), propose erecting church hall, 
Featherbed-la. 

Croydon.—ApDpITION TO Banx.—Extension pro 

rey to bank, 942, Brighton-rd., by Messrs. 

Tho loyds Bank, Ltd., 71, Lombard-st., E.0.3. 
Plans by Architect’s Dept. 

Croydon.—Worksunors, Orrices, DWwELLInGs— 
Messrs. S. Warner & Son, Ltd., 423-431, 
Brighton-rd., §S. Croydon (glass merchants), 
— workshops, offices and living accommo- 
dation, 427-429, Brighton- rd. Plans by G. 
Stanley Lewis, 84, Norfolk-ave., Sanderstead. 

Elm Park.—Day Nursery.—Essex C.C. propose 
day nursery in Elm Park district. Plans by 
County Architect’s Dept. 

Harold Wood.—Day Nursery.—Essex C.C. pro- 
pose day nursery, Gubbins-la. Plans by County 
Architect’s Dept 


Harold Wood.—Facrory.—Messrs. Thos. Bates 
& Son, Ltd. (Bldg. Contrs.), Brickworks, 
hurch-rd., Harold Wood, propose factory, Old 
Brickworks, ‘Church-rd. 


Harold Wood.—Facrory.—Light engineering 
factory proposed by Carlton Tyre Saving Co., 
Commerce House, High-st. North, E.12, at 
Bryant-ave. Architect not yet appointed. 

Hornchurch.—Scuoo,.—Essex C.C. propose 
sec. sch., Ford-la., South Hornchurch, for which 
architeets are Tooley & Foster, Midland Bank- 


chbrs., Buckhurst Hill. 
Ho urch. — Houses. — Marylands Green 
Estdte Co., Ltd., propose sever houses, Horn- 


church-rd. 
Hornchurch.—F actory.—U.D.C. approved pro- 
posal for a factory. Avenue Works, Southend 
Arterial-rd., for Royce Products, Ltd. 
Hornchurch. — Orrick AND Snowroom. — H. 
Comm. approved amended plan of office and 
showroom proposed at Butts Green-rd. by T- 
Nightingale, bldr.. Billet-la. Corner, romer- 
rd., Hornchurch. Plans by Thomas E. Spencer. 
81, ’ Corbets Tey-rd., Upminster. 
Hornchurch.—AppiTIons To ScHooL — hee 
tional accommodation, Cedar-ave. Infants’ 
School proposed by Essex C.C. 
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Hornchurch.—Lanp For ScHoo. Purposes.— 
Essex C.C. seeking additiona}] land, Dagenham 
Beam Bridge, for proposed prim. sch., 
plans are being prepared by County ‘Architect’ s 


Rainham.—Factory ExtTENsion.—Messrs. 


Percy 


Trentham, 


contrs., Long-la., prnnwates, 


propose extension to factory, New-rd 


Rainham.—F actory.—Messrs. 


Ltd., 


ceived renewed T.P, consent for factory, New- 
rd., for which the architect is 


160, © 


Sireatham.— 


Comm. 


bldrs., 2, 


arlton-id., 


L. G. Holden, 


Newbury-gdns., Upminster, 


Romford. 


J. H. Mason, 


Houses. —Wandsworth 
propose acquiring site at Crowborough- 
rd. for erection of seven houses as extension to 


Housing 





for which 


THE BUILDER 


Bangor.—24 flats at Maesgeirchen and 22 at 
~ y for T.C.: *Henry Jones & Sons, Beach- 
Ticcnier 


ieee a houses at Brackenwood, 


G. Higher Bebington, for T.C. L. Birch, 


M. 


Mun.E., B.E. & S.: *The Unit iam 


Ltd., Brook-st., Knutsford, £52,709 


Belfast. —Two aluminium grammar schools at 


re. Holywood-rd. and Sydenham, for E.C.: *Bristol 


Aeroplane (Housing) Co., Ltd., £157, 913, 
Bradford.—Day nurseries at Mays-av. and 


Thornton-rd., for T.C.: *Direct Labour. 


Brighouse.—Reconstructing section of Brad- 
ford and Huddersfield county road from rail- 


> way bridge at Brighouse Station to junction 
Hall kt ror gy ba by Boro’ A., Town with Armitage-ave., for T.C.: *Hadsphaitic Con- 
he hota struction Co., Ltd., £23,283. 
Thornton Heath. — Re-BuILDING. — Messis. ey a Lo : 
White Heather Model Laundries, Ltd., 115, Canterbury.—32 houses, for City Council: 


Bensham-gr., propose re-building their tank and 


engine house. 


Upminster.—CuvurcH 


Hatt.—Upminster Con- 


*Richard Costain, Ltd., 33, St. George’s-pl., 


Canterbury, £10,331. 


gregational Church authorities propose church at 
hall, Station-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnstaple.—T.C. propose rebuilding war- 


Cariton.—10 bungalows at Valley-rd. and 14 


Southcliffe-rd., for U.D.C.: *Progressive 


Builders, Ltd., £9, 765 and £14,556, respectively 
(subject to MH. ‘approval). 
Caterham and br seay 2 Koy —16 flats (type 


damaged Albert Hall as municipal centre at ave., 


about 


Boldon.—U.D.C. received M.H. approva] to 
erection of 92 houses at Cleadon-la., Whitburn 


£75,000 


P2F) and 4 houses (type C.3 ‘‘ A’’) at Gresliam- 


_for U.D.C.: *Walter Smith & Partners, 


Chesterfield. —Six houses at Pilsley, for T.C.: 
*Wright Bros., 48, Mason-st., Sutton-in-Ashfield, 


H. Hindmarch, Council Offices, Eas st Boldon, is £7,235. 
Chester-le-Street—_M.H. approved U.D.C.’s 


$s 


‘Bolton 


Tonge Moor-rd. for Ramsdens, Ltd. 


Bradford.—Ex-Service Men’s 


.—T.C. approved plans for 21 houses 
off Red-la. and 20 bungalows at Watermillock 
for H.C.—Extensions proposed to offices at 149, 


Building Assn. 


plans for 86 houses by direct labour, South 
Pelaw. 
Cricklade.—Eight Airey houses with a 


works at “Red Hills,’ for T.C., E. S., 


propose 26 houses, Netherlands-ave. and Hud- 21, 
dersfield-rd. junction, Low Moov. 


Bridgwater.—Housing (Comm. propose 


houses (1949-50), of which 104 will be 
on Sydenham estate. 


Brighouse.—Approval of M.H. received by 
T.C. for 24 houses at Deep Lane, Clifton. Appli- 
cation made for sanction to borrow £29,700 for G. 


houses. 
Bromsgrove.— —U.D.C. recommend approval of W. 


86 houses at Drakes Cross, Wythall, for Mardon *E. 


«& Kraines. 


Cheadle.—R.D.C. 


at Cresswell, 1 


Ipsto 


by 


Failsworth.— U.D.c. 


Hyde.— 
£15,000 and 68 houses at Harbour Farm estate 


nes. Plar 


Darlington.—T.C. 
M.H. 


Council Offices, Wooton Bassett : *F. Pane, 20- 


Malmesbury-rd.. Leigh, Cricklade, £15,368. 


Croydon.—Domestic science and classroom 


erected 


(Staffs) propose further - 
houses at Whetley Rocks, 16 at Cheddleton, 


rd., 


G. 


190 block at Porthland school, South Norwood, for 
C.B. E. 


F. Starling, B.A. (A.), 3, Addiscombe- 
Croydon: *B. R. Petes & Co., 37, Pales- 


tine-gr., 8.W.19, £9,996. 
Easthourne.—14 a, for — 


Gower & Sons. Ltd. . £20,527 
Bainbridge & Sons, hides .-- 19,810 
Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd. tee wee 19,35 
Powell Ga ... 18,429 


(Subject ‘to approval of M.H.) 


Exeter.—195 houses at Stoke-hill and Coun- 
tess Wear estates, for T.C.: *Wilson Lovatt & 


2 at Weston Coyney, and 4 Z Sons, Ltd. 
ee —Six houses at Malthouse Farm, 


is by J. W. Burton, 


allocated another 30 houses for 


Fie 


T.C. propose further 20 bungalows at 16 


at £89,470. 
Liverpool.—T.C. received M.O.H. sanction for 
51 flats and 35 garages at Queen’s-dr., 


rat £§ 


56,000. 


flats at Ire Crueddyn housing site. 
Edwards, E. & S. 


Llangefni. —U.D.C. propose 24 houses at Corn 
Hir housing scheme. Plans by T. Alwyn Lloyd 


(F.), 


Nottingham.—T.C. 


Strel 


6, Cathed 


ley estate. 


Housing A. 


Southport. —Estates Comm. propose 80 houses, 


Heathfield rd. ; 
Grantham rd. 


Stone.—R.D.C. propose 8 shops, 4 flats and 


ral-rd., Cardiff. 


12, Balmoral-dr., and 18, 


10 lock-up garages at Barlaston. 
ee E.0. to erect seven 
lostels. 


ae propose aged persons’ bun- 


galows at Stretton. 


Wellington.—R.D.C. propose 20 houses at 


High Ercall. 
poration-st., Birmingham. 


Wicklow.—C.C. 


ing 


Plans by J. Brian Cooper, Cor- 


Drospect of a further 300. 


* 
+ 
t 
§ 
q 


labe 


& Sons 


Denotes ac 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 


TENDERS 


cepted. 


Walton, 
Liandudno.—U.D.C. propose 52 houses is 4 
A. 


propose 500 houses 
Plans by H. Kellett ‘Ablett, 


standard 


has formulated another build- 
scheme providing for 500 cottages with 


Denotes recommended for acceptance. 


Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. 


Departments. ; 
Accrington.—_New physical and 


yratories at Messrs. 


burn. 


Ltd., 


gdns.: *W. G. 


Periv: ale, £57,103; 16 flats at 


(subject to M.H. approval). 
Bagshot.—12 houses for R.D.C. S., 
Offices, High 


And 


Trews, 


aw Bros., 
Corbett (Bagshot). Ltd., “Bagshot . 
Leslie Soan, Bagshot . 

P. Cheeseman & ss Chobham 
G. H. Anscomb, Chobh 


&. 


“A. 








Cavey, 
Woking 


-st. Quantities by Franklin & 


Lightwater 


Lane End,  Kaaphill, 


Government 


chemical 
Howard & Bullough, 
Ltd., Globe Works, Accrington: *Jas. Whittaker 
(Blackburn), Ltd., Bastwel 


Acton.—Works for T.C. 32 maisonettes at 
Bollo Bridge-rd. site: *John Lewis Building, 
Ruislip- 
Estates, Ltd.. Eastcote, £15,961 


I, 


nr. 





U.D.¢ E. & S., Council Offices, Bury 
lds, Guildford: *W. J. Holt, Hydestile, nr. 
59, 


propose 36 houses at Godalming, Surrey. £9,1 


Bardsley Fold estate, Lord-la. E. D. Turner, S. Heston and isieworth.-_38 3-bedroomed houses, 


2-bedroomed and 16 ae eg flats at 


Hounslow West Site—Section ‘“ B,” for T.C. 


Jones & Co., Ltd., London, 


$.W.19 . .. £134,000 
ye F. Dav ey & Co., Lid., Hounslow .,. 119.046 
3. 
G. Ward (Ealing). Ltd., Ealing. W.5... 104,087 
F. 


ff tl pas we én eae 
Roger Miller & Co., Ltd., Hounslow... 102.663 


Sunley & Sons, Ltd., “London, S.W.1 108,116 


Bilton (London), Ltd., London, 
103,136 











— 


Black- 


Council 


~ oe 
15, ‘a1 
15.451 
14,625 
14.426 


14,190 





10th EDITION REVISED 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


for Every Class of Building Work 
By J. T. REA 


Tnis well-known standard work is 
now re-issued with an important new 
series of comparative tables of costs 
revised to October, 1947. 


THESE TABLES GIVE FULL DETAILS OF: 


(1) Increases in cost of Building Materials for 
years 1937, 1939, 1944, 1945 and 1946. 
(2) Increases in Labour Rates and percentage 
increases for the above five years 
together with the Wages Increase and 
Bonus Incentive introduced in Oct., 1947. 

(3) Average relative proportion of each trade 
to a complete building operation with 
ratios of Labour to Material in each Trade 
and approximate percentage increases for 
the respective years, 1937-1946. 

(4) Percentage Cost of Building Work as 
at 1914 compared with the _ years 
1920-1946. 

(5) Notes on the Acts and Regulations 
affecting the Control of Civil Building, 
War Damage Claims, etc. 


730 pages with over 600 illustrations. 
Large 8vo. Cloth gilt. Price 18/- net 
(by post, 18/9). 

B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 


15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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cae Construction Co., Lid., London, 
W.14 ce) cele | ol 
bad 5 Turner (Builders), Ltd., London, 


a0 ees 100,757 

Leslie & Co., Ltd., London, W.8 .-- 100,690 
= Housing Co. Ltd., Ealing, 

; a ..- 99,374 

Drinkw ater and Pai ‘ners, Lid., Feltham 98,120 

Norman Sinclair, Ltd., Ealing, W.1S ... 97,000 
Building and Public ‘Works Construc- 

tion Co., Ltd., Swindon ... . 96,559 
tLancaster Contractors (London), Lid.. 

Wembley an 95,363 


Ilford. —Renovations. ‘to warehouse at Ley-st.. 
for Harrison Gibson, Ltd., House Furnishers: 
*H. L. Bird, Ltd., Hainault- st., Ilford, HRssex. 

liford.—Extensions to shop premises for 
S. W. Hayden, printers and stationers: *H. L. 
Bird, Ltd., Hainault-st.. Ilford, Essex. 

Jarrow.—94 houses, west side of Tunnel-rd., 
for T.C. Boro’ E., H. W. T. Perkins: *Direct 
Labour, £116,744. 

Lancs.—Works for E.C. Erection of Heywood 
Peel Mill Nursery School: tJames Berry, Ltd., 
Heywood; phase two ot Netherton Junior and 
Infants’ School: tHenry Boot & Sons, Ltd., 
Liverpool, £59,223; central kitchen at Hor nby : 
G. W. Wright, jun., Lancaster. 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council. 10 police 
houses at Pemberton-rd.: *Capstick & Owen, 
Lid., 331, East Prescot-rd., Liverpool 14, 
£14,000 (subject to approval of Secretary of 
State) ; 68 flats at Stockbridge-la., Huyton: *H. 
Boot & Sons, Ltd., Church- rd., Litherland, 
£75,062; 48 flats at Holland-st.: *F. C. Bloom: 
field & Co., Ltd.. 71, Almonds-green, Liver- 
pool 12, £70,588. 

L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in_ value 
placed by L.C.C, during period ending July 5. 
Construction of two blocks of dwellings, 
laundry, workshops and stores and 36 perambu- 
lator sheds at Kingswood-drive estate, Camber- 
well: Gough, Cooper & Co., Ltd., Wilmington, 
Kent. Electrical installation at Friern-rd. 
school: Samuel Reed & Sons, Ltd., S.E.1. 

London (Aldwych).—Reconstruction of the 
Gaiety Theatre, Aldwych, W.C.2, for Mr. Lupino 
Lane: *A. Bell & Son (Paddington), Ltd., 12, 
Sutherland-ave., W.9 

§ London (Admiralty).—Culdrose, RN.AS., 
Sundry new blidgs. and alterations and exten- 
sions to existing bldgs., Staverton Builders, 
Ltd., Totnes, Devon. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended Julv 2. Building 
work: W. & J. R. Watson, Ltd., Edinburgh, 3. 
Painting work: West Midland Erection Co., 
Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs. Hutted accommoda- 
tion: Woodcock Marshall & Co., Ltd., London, 
W.1l. Civil engineering work: Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, W.6 

GYLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended June 25 :— 

London: Mezzanine Floor, Adelphi, Strand, 
W.C.2, Installation of canteen, John Green- 
wood, Lid., King William House, Arthur-st. 
London. E.C.4. Ayrshire (Scotland) : ‘Automatic 
Tele Exchange, Irvine, Extension, Bone 
Shield, 171, High-rd., Irvine. Banffshire: 
Botriphnie, pe School, Temporary classrooms, 
Jas. Leith (Jun.), 127, *Causewayend, Aberdeen. 
Hampshire: British Restaurant Building, Town 
Hall, Petersfield, Conversion of Nissen Huts 
into offices, M. Vensham, Greenway-la., ——— 
Petersfield. Lancs: Frenchwood Sec. Modern 
Sch., Preston, Hutted accommodation, Areal 
Ingham & Son (Builders,, Lta., Crescent’ Saw 
Mills, St. Annes-on-Sea; Spotland-st. School, 
Rochdale, Dining-room and kitchen. P. Hamer, 
Ltd., Park-st., Swinton; Norbreck Prim. School, 
Blackpoul, Hutted accommodation, W. East- 
wood & Son, 6, St. George’s-av., Cleveleys, nr. 
Blackpool; Nelson Grammar ‘School, Colne, 
Kitchen and dining-room and removal of shel- 
ters, H. & J. R. Bradshaw, Hill-la., Blackley, 
Manchester. Leicester: Wymswold Airfield, nr. 
Loughborough, Adaptations to form hostel, 
Thos. Barker & Sons, 14, Swan-st., Lough- 
borough. Stirlingshire: St. “odans High 
School, Stirling, ‘Temp. classrooms, Whatlings, 
Lid., 10, Woodside-cres., Glasgow, C.3. 

qLondon (War Dept.).—Works _ contracts 

placed by War Dept. for week ended June 25:— 

County Tyrone: Painting work, F. Labbett, 
Nottingham. Ayrshire : Road work, The New- 
chalet “Asphalte Co., Ltd., Glasgow, C.1. Yorks: 
Building work, W alter ‘Thompson (Contractors), 

Ltd., Northallerton. Worcs: Miscellaneous 
work, Espley & Co., Ltd., Evesham. Suffolk : 
Building work, William  Sindall, Cambridge. 

Middz : Miscellaneous work, H. Goodall, Brent- 
ford; Heating and cold-water work, Edward 
Dean & Beal, Ltd., London, E.C.4. W ilts : 
Miscellaneous work, R. E. Spooner, Ltd.. Ash- 
Middx. 

py en —20 houses at Mead-cres., Forest 

Hall. for U.D.C.: *J. H. Fisher & Co., New- 

castle-on-Tyne (subject to M.H. approval) 

Lunesdale.—12 houses, garages and two flats 
at Hornby site, for U.D.C.: *G. H. Wright, 
Captains-row, Skerton, Lancaster. 

Malton.—Block of four flats at Greengate, for 

U.D.C. Guy D. Channon, architect, Town Hall: 
Nicilekin Brothers, Ltd., West Parade-rd., Scar- 
borough, £3,340; *L. T. *Oldfield & Son, Castle- 
gate, ‘Malton, ” £3,487. (Subject to M.H. 








approval.) 
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Ss —Eight houses at Wrenbury, ue 
D.C.: *Frederick Williams (Crewe), Ltd., 
lig td., Crewe 
Oldbury.—Dining-rooms and kitchen at Moat 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 





are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 








ENROL NOW | 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





"Phone or write: 


Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London”’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 











THE BUILDER 


Farm Primary Schools, for T.C. B.E. & §.: *J. 
Harper & Sons (Blackheath), Ltd., Beeches-rd.. 
Blackheath, nr. Birmingham, £10,254. 
Prudhoe-on- Tyne—20 houses for U.D.C. 
Architect, J. Angus, Hanover-sq., Newcastle: 
awe (Contr.), Ltd., Milburn House, New- 
castle 
Scottish Special Housing Association, Ltd.— 
Contracts placed for period May 21 to June 21. 
(a) House Erection. 
os a (two Bellrock), Shaw & 


Sighthill, 

Gibson, 9, i David-st., Edinburgh, 
Plumber. hie: Fife (54 Weir), B. Reynolds 
& Sons, Ltd., Stirling, Foundations and site. 


Loanhead, Midlothian (100 Atholl), J. Alex- 
ander & Son, Belferd-rd., Edinburgh, Fencing. 
Cadder-rd., Glasgow (104 Weir), A. M. Tweedie 
& Co., Ltd., 44-52, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, Fencing 
Mains of Fintry, Dundee (200 Atholl; 54 Orlit), 
Alexander & Son, Sunbury Mews, Belford-rd , 
Edinburgh, Handrails. Sandyflats, Johnstone 
(10 Concrete), Wm. Briggs & Sons, Ltd., Glas- 
gow, Roof covering. Sandyflats, Johnstone (10 
Concrete), H. M. Macdougall & Co., d, 
Glasgow, Alterations to parapet walls. Laigh- 
stone hall, re (346 Various), A. M. 
Tweedie & Co. Glasgow, Fencing. Manse- 
av., Whitburn vie Trad.), Jas. Strang & Son, 48, 
Bellevue, Polmont, Fencing. Bellsdyke, Air- 
drie (10 Concrete), Durastic. Ltd., 257, W. 
George-st., Glasgow, Floor finish. Falside, 
Bathgate (one Trad.), Greig Bros., Ltd., Bath- 
gate, Electric wiring. Harthill, Lanark (two 








BROAD-ACHESOK 


VIBRATED CELLULAR BLOCKS 


INCREASE thermal insulation 
REDUCE building costs 
for cavity and partition walls 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF, 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 9091 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s -<rsz- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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Bellrock), KR. Morrison, 2, St. Andrews-st. 
Holytown, Painter. Fallin, Stirlingshire (eight 
Weir), Jas. Strang & Son, Polment, Fencing. 
Wester Cornton, Stirlingshire (126 Weir), Jas. 
Strang & Son, Polmont, Fencing. Sandyflats, 
Johnstone (four Trad.), Jas. Cassels & Sous, 
Paisley, Handrails. Kingston Hostel, Neéil- 
ston (Conversion two), Korkoid Decorative 


Floors, Glasgow, Floor Covering. Moss-side, 
Cowdenbeath, Robert Ballantine, Markinch, 
Fencing. Kingston Hostel, Neilston (Conver- 


sion one), Jas. T. Aitkenhead, Greenock, Sup- 
plying and building in bedroom fireplaces. 
Forth, Lanark (32 Trad. ), James Strang & Son, 
Polmont, Fencing. Rosshall, Glasgow (194 
Weir), Sunter Hastie, 121, W. Regent-st., Glas 
gow, Painting. Logan House, Lugar (98 "Myton 
Clyde) Myton, Ltd., Mossend Lanarkshire, 
Fencing. Tullibody, Clackmannan (110 Weir). 
Barnet & Morton, High-st., Kirkcaldy, Fencing. 
Belvedere Wood, Bathgate (50 Weir), D. Blake 
& Co., 10, Beaverhall-rd., Edinburgh, Water 
supply piping. Woodend, Rowrandle, White- 
hjlls, Kemnay, Bruxie Lodge. Countesswells, 
Ah in, Aberdeenshire. Wm. Briggs & Sons. 
Ltd., Bedford-rd., Kittybrewster, Aberdeen, 
Floor finish. , 
(b) Site Servicin 
Deerpark, Sanquhar (76 Atholl), 8.S.H.A., 
Ltd., Roads at sewers. Gorebridge; Midlothian 
(156 Trad.), S.S ae: A., Ltd., Site servicing. 
“(o) House Erection. 
Harthill, Lanark (100 Trad.), S.S.H.A., Lid., 
All trades, except electrical and plumber. 
effreld.— Houses at Manor Park estate, for 


City Council: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd. (50); *W. 
Memmory & Sons, Ltd. (46); — & Sons, 
Ltd. (52); *J. W. Sivil, Ltd., 

Stakesby.—26 houses for W hitby U.D.C. : 
*William Cornforth (Whitby), Ltd.. £40,834. 

Tynemouth.—10 police houses, Marden and 
Balkwell-av., for T.C. Boro’ E., D. M. 
O’herlihy, 19, Howard-st., North Shields: *T. H. 
Rigby, 11, Parkside, Tynemouth, £12,922. 

Tynemouth.—116 houses at Marden Neigh- 
bourhood Unit, for T.C. Boro’ E., D. M. 
O’herlihy, 19, Howard-st.. North Shields: 
*William Leech, Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

West Bromwich.—New factory, Walsall-rd., 
for H. J. Roberts (Confectionery), Lid.: *J. F. 
Wooton, Ltd., Pinfold-la., Bloxwich. 

Weymouth and Meicombe Regis. = ig aoeens 
at Westham estate. for T.C._ B. 
Pulteney-bldgs.: *B. Bryant (B) el "& “contr, 
57, Monmouth-av., Weymouth, £7,1 

Whitley Bay. —48 houses on ‘Bectonville estate, 
ad J.D. E. Roberts, Surveyor: *J. W. 

Urpeth, 


Bedlington, £56,191. 
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te ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
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WATerloo 5474. 
“Three Generations of Building” 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


LIMITED 


of 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 
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